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Graeme and his wife Vel continue to reflect on the Sermon on the Mount (“Sermon”) as preached by the Lord Jesus and taken from Matthew 5:8-16, where two issues were identified - persecution over the disciples, believers and early Church, and; interspersing the believer’s life and conversation with “saltiness”. Persecution1 was predicted by Jesus the Lord as a feature in the true saints’ lives for His sake and it clashed directly with the societal desire for human approval and one-upmanship. Jesus stated believers would be called upon to endure suffering, derision, reproach and rejection simple due to their faith in Him; and that in their surrendered lives they were to endure the affronts to the end and eventually they will have gained their life. Having regard for salt, it was written in the Law of Moses the provision for salt2 in the grain offering that significantly fulfilled the regular pattern for reverence, sweet fellowship, celebration and rededication. The Lord Jesus added a tip for His listeners - “..[k]eep being alert and generous3 in your conversation” and He presaged His teaching with what it meant to lose one’s saltiness and capacity to please God in their kērygmatic duty in as much as they sought to be obedient. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour in fellowship and receive His new nature so that they might tell others of Him, may ask Jesus to save them by Grace. 


 


Footnotes





1	Jeremiah was persecuted for being faithful to God however he saved a king’s life as an outcome of his faith. The sufferings experienced by our Lord Jesus along the path set by His Father and He 	through the power of Holy Spirit were extensive and required strength - which He accomplished by His perfection [Isa 50:6; 53:5; Jer 38:1-20; Mk 15:34; Lk 22:44; Heb 2:10; 13:12; 1 Pe 3:8]. 


2	Salt was known to be a necessity of life and was harvested from the Dead sea in Palestine, a sea that contained high levels of concentration due to its location at the lowest point on earth and 	due to a lack of exit for draining water from the surrounding hills. It thus lay stagnant with a high specific gravity that was far more weighty than that of the human body, making it potentially 	impossible for anyone to sink. Other names for the Sea were - the Salt Sea, or the Plain - of Arabah or Lake Asphaltitis. Salt was mentioned Scripturally as early as 2096 B.C. and was mined  	and certainly traded along with grain, olive oil and wine. In fact salt was included in the grain offering of oil, wine, grain and frankincense, void of yeast.  The Covenant of Salt laid down its 	terms of allegorical worthiness and blessings by God as promised and Ezra’s recordal  at around 538 B.C. contained an obligation to bless the House of God with the very same ingredients 	Moses at around 1445 B.C. inscribed for the grain offering. Noteworthy was the component of frankincense – the whitest of the gum-resins - harvested from terraces, it was mixed in with wheat 	and salt that gave the offering tangibly a beautiful fragrance which in addition had inference to Spiritual abundance. The metaphorical meaning was thus, God was in pleasant fellowship with His 	people who were separated from worldliness and set apart from outward circumstance, were a thankful and praising nation who in turn were favoured by Him, enlightened with revelation, enjoyed 	healthy tips for a good life and lived in Spiritual abundance [Lev 2:1-13- 3:1; Nu 18:19; 2 Chr 13:5; Ezr 6:9; Job 6:6 ; Mk  9:50; Lk 14:34].     	 


3	Whether one was poor, middle class or a billionaire looking for an heir, the message of Christ was always relevant. The believers’ “saltiness” consisted of – sharpening one’s language and 	recognition of existential societal problems where training and practice of God’s Word was essential, so that one might keep offering the kingdom to many who needed to know they too were 	invited to share in the glorious kingdom of God. Many nations prior to and at around AD 26 had fallen, due to the most basic problem of all, selfish, self-centred leaders and a society that 	honoured wealth, success and good looks above the wisdom of God. At around AD 60, it became necessary to remind people that their relationship with God was of import, especially since it was 	commonly known that everybody had to ‘pass’ at some point in their personal history and that it made sense to build a relationship with the Lord Jesus early in their lives. Paul, in his inscription to 	the Colossian Church that was surrounded by enticing words, vain philosophies, unjust societal judgments, improper worship, doctrines of false teachers that tricked men to hell and doctrines of 	men that exalted societal adultery, dishonesty, neglect of mercy towards the poor, gross partiality and covetousness - urged men and women belonging to Christ they put off the “old nature” and 	cover themselves with the new nature Christ gave them. Paul unmasked societal ascetism with its pride, self-centred efforts and demanding passions and he elucidated the wisdom of God 	where he 	reminded believers that maintenance of their ability to relate to society with God’s mercy and forgiveness was essential in living out their faith, see [Eccl 10; Col 4:6].  	 





Counting every Blessing  -  Rend Collective from the album “Good News” © 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel facilitate our faith in the teaching of the Lord Jesus recorded by the early Church as “The Sermon on the Mount” (“Sermon”) and the “Beatitudes” or blessings that were given by God in the progression of fellowship with Him, where we read from Matthew 5:1-7. In context, historically through the centuries man’s empires have held sway and rulers who were kind and generous the Lord blessed. Jesus the Lord brought revelation in His ministry as Messiah and Saviour and with authority offered entrance into the kingdom 1 of God for any person who wanted to be a part of God’s family. The Lord Jesus delivered His Sermon and Beatitudes on a hill-side2 in a town called Capernaum and over the course of a few days He directed His teaching towards those who rendered personal allegiance to Him; who accompanied Him on His travels, who formed the nucleus of His inner circle and who expressly put His claims first. Scripture also asserted that Jesus’ interests were not exclusive to the local crowds who were astonished at His teaching, but widened to other peoples3, since Scripture previously between 1440 B.C. and 586 B.C. recorded a number of general Beatitudes4. The eight declarations of the Beatitudes firstly, were traits described by the Lord that the Lord God sought in His followers, in which He took delight and was pleased by; and secondly, believers were taught the simple ideals and requirements of the kingdom now that they were citizens, sons/daughters in filial relationship and subjects of the King of heaven; then thirdly, a characteristic all believers shared was the desire to grow up, which was the structural position of the Lord’s Sermon. Core to the Beatitudes was humility; grief expressed by the sinner at his own sin and general worldly sin; lowliness; goodness, justice and loving-kindness; a heart that was pure, and; peace that calmed the chaos - that Scripture recorded as pleasing to the Lord, in addition, what weighed in favour was the fulfillment of Genesis 1:26 that threaded within the believers’ progress through the Holy Spirit’s transformation5 into the nature of Father and Son. Distinguishable from the maturity of the believers were the misapprehensions of the flesh with cavilling self-centred greed, deception and fickleness [a mark of childhood].  ANY PERSON who wishes to worship the Lord Jesus and give God honour, may take a small step in prayer and ask God for Salvation and then continue on the basis of being saved in Christ, where we urge you to visit a Church that follows Jesus of Nazareth and be cared for by their Spiritual Minister.   





Footnotes 


              


1	The Kingdom of God Scripture defined as God’s Spiritual sphere and His Spiritual realm where Father, the Word of God [His Son Jesus] and Holy Spirit featured prominently. Lord Jesus had 	access to God’s kingdom since He was “God’s right arm who worked Salvation for Him”. The kingdom of God consisted of in our here-and-now and the kingdom “near us” [Jesus stated “it is at 	hand”] and believers were afforded inherent Spiritual protections. As God Most High and Creator of everything in heaven, on earth and eternity, it was the Everlasting Father to whom Jesus gave 	His life in 	obedience, as required, see [Eph ch 1]. 


2	The topographical term specifically referenced an elevation of Cenomanian and Senonian chalky limestone from the Cretaceous period where shells had been pushed up by sea levels into 		folded arches that formed the backbone of central Palestine with rock that was eroded and slippery, unlike the lavish scale of Chalcolithic rock N of the lengthy Al Jazirah trans-ridge a distance 	below Mt. Ararat [where Noah’s gigantic vessel came to rest]. Altitudinal differences affected the surrounding ranges and terrain and the location of Judah was widely and aptly pinpointed as the 	“country of hills”.


3	If one examined the Scripture at the conclusion to Matthew 4, it was recorded that Jesus’ preaching went far beyond the borders of His boyhood town Galilee to the ten surrounding towns 	including and over the river Jordan and to Decapolis. The ten towns were Chorazin, Bethsaida-Julias, Gergesa, Hippos, Gadara, Nain, Nazareth, Sepphoris,Tiberias and Magdala.       


4	See [Ps 1:1; 34:8; 65:4; 128:1]. 


5	Finally, at around AD 26, the time had come for fulfillment of Hosea’s prophecy, where God bound each believer to Him in righteousness, mercy and love, through no merit of their own - the 	appropriate kind of sacrifice found a parallel in Christ and filled the disciples with a level of identification and deep lasting joy of soul that washed through, independent of outward 	circumstance. Jesus had warned His disciples of temptation, the perils of fame, the lure of fortunes and He had outlined the persecutions they would suffer. At around AD 48-91 the disciples  	extended God’s message in the new Church in Christ to the glory of God. Scripture afforded modern believers poignant clues as to the thoughts the Lord God had towards His Children of 	Light by traversing the names God addressed them by - Beloved brethren, daughter of Zion, sisters of the Lord, dear Lady, People of Light, Ransomed of the Lord, the Elect, Trees of 	Righteousness, Vessels of honour, Fragrance of Christ; objects of Mercy, co-heirs with Christ, sons of God [due to obedience], a Friend of God. The numbers of God’s saved are not absolute and 	there remains an open invitation for ANY PERSON to come into God’s fold of love, see [Isa 	35:10; 61:3; Hos 1:10; Mtt 5:9; Lk 16:8; Jn 17; Ro 9;23; 1 Cor 15:58; Eph 5:1; 2 Tim 2:21].     	 


	





My Feet are on the Rock  -  I am They,  from the album “Trial and Triumph” published by WordSpring © 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel analyze the Psalmists’ open and expressive human response to the Lord God Almighty, read at 1 Chronicles 16:39;  2 Chronicles 8:14-15; Ps 29:10-11. We dealt comprehensively with previous themes of Praise, Historical, Prayer and Justice and at this juncture we read of the Psalmists wonder, awe, glory and fear as they drew close to the Lord for comfort and security1. The Psalmists stressed the words of the Living God regarding His works of kindness and mercy as sufficient for humans to emulate and live by. Christ’s ascension opened up a whole new2 hope for the Spiritual future of believers today as evidentiary faith3.  “[W]hat a marvellous God we serve”; [L]ord why do You stand aloof and far away when I need You most?”; “[b]ut as for me You let me rest in the meadow beside the quietest streams”; “[O] Lord deliver me from evil men who embroil us in troubles”;  “[Y]ou both precede and ring-fence me! I am loved by You”; “[I] have but one life and my enemies try to take it from me, save me and You will be my public boast, my Banner and Song”; “Search my heart and where You find anything that makes you sad - lead me in the way Everlasting4” - are illustrations that offer over-arching perspective of reality of daily living with God who was alive and could be counted on to respond. The effect of the smooth flow of historical development of the High Priest was noted, in that David, after Saul had killed all the “inherent Priests”, appointed the High Priest who survived, Zadok, descendant of Eleazar, who officiated also at Solomon’s coronation; who was appointed by Solomon first to serve in the Temple and who at a later date was appointed by Ezekiel after the exile under Ezra and Nehemiah.  The impact upon the Psalmists was characterized in the Davidic kings and High Priest by their mutual support and encouragement. David organised 24 groups [complete number] to serve-by-turn at the Temple and under the leadership of the High Priest; Priests were appointed to go through the land teaching the people the Law; encouraging them to be faithful and to afford the Lord God their best reverent service. Kings Hezekiah [an author and Psalmist] and Josiah assisted the High Priests in reform and restoration of the Temple, its worship and brought to memory the reason for the Saints “washing their garments” before they approached the Presence of God.  


ANY PERSON who wishes to live a transforming life with Christ’s Power to start afresh - all you have to do is ask Jesus the Prince of Peace “Lord, please forgive me my sins. I don’t want any other Lord but You, none is comparable to You, there is nothing in heaven that compares to You. Reign in my heart, it now belongs to You” - which Lord Jesus faithfully does.       





Footnotes


1	“I will fear no evil, for You are with me, Your rod and Your staff they comfort me.” The Psalmists ascribed to God He rode the heights and was lifted up beyond our human experience – and yet He was 	able to to be close enough to walk alongside us on life’s narrow pathway.  The word “Perquisite” described the instruction from the Lord that after sacrifices of thanksgiving and praises had been 	rendered, His Presence was still there for His Children to profit by for the rest of the day and night [different from, say an earthly official who closed office after hours and went home], see [2 Sam 23:1; 	Ps 8:9; Ps 23:4; 68:32; 1 Ki 1:39; 2 Chr 19 ].


2	The Lord Jesus acknowledged that Life pertained to its course and vitality and was very significant to the Lord in that He cared about how you felt, who harmed you and who loved you. By the power of 	the Lord’s indestructible Life He shared Himself and His very Life by imparting Resurrection power via His Holy Spirit so that believers could overcome. Why was this of such import? Two incidences 	marked a turning point for the Children of Israel and further, the Church. At around 539 B.C. under the teachings of greats such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel and Ezekiel, tremendously strong Spiritually 	focused men, the Children of Israel were placed in the very location of their worst fears about idolatry – Babylon. The prophets warned them, since they had no Temple, not to go with the Babylonians 	“to the second place” but to rather gather at the river for prayer. At around AD 58 to AD 90 the fledgling Church and mature Church were encouraged to have Church in their homes and to be alert to 	humanistic people who denied Christ the Son of God and stay in the “Church walls”, in seriatim  [Josh 3:10; Jb 27:3; Rev 11:11; Jb 34:14f; Ps 73:16; Mk 	8:35ff; 12:44; Phil 1:20; Heb 7:3; Js 4:14; Ro 	2:7; Mtt 7:13f; Jn 5:28f; Gal 6:8; Ro 2:7f; Lk 3:9; Mtt 10:38]. 


3	“[I] have come that you might have life abundantly”. To straighten out one’s life meant to give up the egotistical life and not fail as Adam and Eve did. The “information age” from as early as 1275 B.C.  	differentiated from the human real experience of real daily life and them who depended entirely upon the “information age” were bereft of reality which was revealed inter alia clearly in their works of art 	that always exhibited a lack of reality and spontaneity. The acts of those who trusted the Living God by contrast were noted by the Lord as fit for Eternal Life. Only Jesus Christ can save if you were 	drawn to Him by the Father whose Spirit guided you into truth in re the King of Righteousness. The Spirit of God made known a radical new Love that broke through and was defined in 	not despising 	others or treating anyone as an irritant, but loving them as human beings. Lord Jesus who was sympathetic with our weaknesses, reached out to touch many physically while He healed and  comforted 	because He was called to the office by God not by the order of Aaron, see [Ex 12:10; 1 Sa 16:13; 1 Jn 2:1-16; 3:17-20; 4:1-2; 16:13; Ac 1:5].   


4	Flowing from obedient sacrifices of the anointed High Priest, much of the Lord’s glory and beauty infused into the Psalmists lives, who developed intelligible texts etched on papyrus scrolls discovered 	at around 200 B.C. complete with brass and earthenware inkwells. The High Priest’s attire gives us a clue as to the representations the Lord wanted for His people - goodness, mediation, Gracious 	Salvation, God’s Will that all nations worship Him, atonement, the giving of God’s gifts of favour and sanctification as a means of the Saints’ [both Old and New Testament] separation from the world. It 	was common cause for example that the land of Jehovah’s people to the N and surrounds at Tyre and Sidon at around 800 B.C. to 200 B.C. came under gross dynastic monarchal feuds, outright 	dynastic murders; foreign take-overs plus settlers’ diluted cultural and religious ties until the Romans legalized their jurisdiction upon the region. To the point of political control, the hereditary 	component for the High Priest was wiped away; the role of the High Priest was downplayed; realistic ceremonial anointing was disdained; the beautiful created Temple and its purity was trampled upon 	and in its place the dead were worshipped, see [Gen 10:10; 12:1-20; 1 Sa 22:19-21; 1 Chr 16:39; Rev 14:8; 18:20].





Christmas  -   “Choose Life” Pretoria, South Africa © 2020 


All Things New  -  Ben Fielding, Hillsong New York © 2009
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Graeme and his wife Vel read from Mic 5:2; Mtt 7:29; Lk 1:25;2:23 under the assertion the Scriptures consistently assumed a Universe that was fully rational, vast in size and in contrast to the typical contemporary worldly and Babylonian myth structures that held it was irrational and no larger than could be proved by the unaided senses. It is a fact that all Universes [plural] are more vast than mankind could ever manufacture telescopic lenses and the Lord Jesus Himself made reference to “other places” in His citeable parable of the talents1 having regard to other Universal locations. Our gigantic star system referenced by Scriptural writers was of awe-inspiring immensity and was one of tens of millions of similar Universes or Galaxies visible up to a thousand million light years away and continuing in vastness. It was into this cosmos either the comet of 4 B.C. or the Novae or Supernovae2, dependant upon the laws of God Almighty unpredictably shone their light - expressed in Scriptural language where it was reflected the awe of the Wise men at the brightness of the new star.3  Historically, in a promise made to Abraham, Jehovah God coupled the numbers of stars with the grains of sand. The total numbers of stars - not only the ones we can see - meant that the total number of stars in the galaxy were actually comparable to the total grains of sand on every shore, as asserted by Scripture





Into the vastness beyond the knowledge of mankind, the Infant Jesus of Nazareth through whom all things were created was born - One who would make atonement for and justify mankind by faith - via the tribe of Jacob, ruler of Israel, prophesied by the prophet Micah whose name bore the meaning “who is like the Lord”4 under the prediction that the servant of God would be delivered at Bethlehem Ephrathah5. 





That this little One was very special was attested to by many witnesses as transcribed by Matthew and Luke in Scripture and the Lord’s final act of Redemption and judgment were foreshadowed by astronomical signs regarding Alpha and Omega [as particularly foretold by Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel and the Lord Jesus Himself]. Jesus was called the Prince of Peace because He came to bring peace6, forgiveness, comfort and particularly since He spoke the language of His Father in heaven - Mercy7.  Worth mentioning are the special marks of Lord Jesus’ divinity such as - i) His pre-existence; ii) His Authority; iii) His Foreknowledge; iv) a) His accurate Predictions, b) Lordship, c) Preeminence, d) Dominion, e) Universal message, and; v) His Exaltation.   





ANY PERSON may accept the Salvation Jesus of Nazareth brings; if you genuinely desire it, pray and request His Saving Grace that your sins are forgiven and God’s Mercy touches your heart. 





Footnotes


1	The parable of the talents, see [Lk 19:11-23; see in addition Pg 11 of Spiritual Belief 2019]. 


2	A conjunction of two planets lasted not for long, maybe a week around the actual conjunction and separation. The Novae and Supernovae were luminous, non-terrestrial, unpredictable, beautiful, 	stunning and brighter bodies that shone their light for quite a while, certainly enough time to take account of the ancient long trip to Bethlehem, see [Ex 32:13; Dt 10:22; Heb 11:12].  


3	The celestial predictions were sourced from the Old Testament at around 1407 B.C. Yahweh ṩeḇ āȏṯ  - the Lord of Hosts - that included the hosts of heaven, the stars and all manifestations of bodies of 	brightness that He created, made use of a certain sorcerer whom He ‘turned’ to accomplish His plan in prophesying that a Star would come from the tribe of Jacob and in blessing Israel. This did not 	mean that sorcery was acceptable because Scripture was clear it was always condemned outright by God however He ‘turned’ the sorcerer because God is Sovereign and needed a servant to do His 	work. Probably it was this documented prophecy, and others that convinced the Wise men in their investigation and mapping of celestial bodies with related prophecies, to take the trip to Israel and 	worship the One prophesied about at His precise location of town, prescribed by the prophet Micah as Bethlehem, see [Gen 15:5; Ex 22:18; Nu 24:17; 2 	Chr 33:6; Ps 140; Matt 2:1-2; Rev 18:23].


4	See John, Paul and the Hebrew author/s affirmations at [Jn 1:3; Col 1:16; Heb 1:2].


5	A special place to all men and women of the faith of Christ the Lord, the Bethlehem of His birth, however like the admonition to not worship the majestic manifestations the Lord God alone created, 	controlled and numbered, the stars themselves were insignificant compared with Yahweh Himself. No amount of man’s usurping the authority of God could ever change Jehovah’s authority and 	regarding the Infant in the manger, more than one ‘sign’ was present that evening to confirm over and over, the Lord God had sent His Messiah to deliver from darkness and He gave directions for the 	remnant to follow Him,  of whom the Lord’s prophecies were written, see in seriatim [Ge 1:16; Dt 4:19-20; Isa 13:10;14:13; Jer 31:35; Joel 2:10; Mic 5:2; Mtt 7:29; Jn 6:64; Mk 8:31; Jn 7:33; Lk 6:5; Ro 	14:9; Isa 9:6; Zec 9:10; Mtt 8:27; Eph 1:22; 1 Pe 3:22; Php 2:9; Rev 5:12; 6:13; 8:10-12].


6	Those who choose God over money will one day acquire heavenly wealth beyond measure, see [Mtt 6:19-21]. 


7	Grace saw mankind’s guilt and the urgent need to be saved. Mercy was much more precious in that the Lord experienced the pain you felt in wearing thin shoes in the snow, or the cold of cutting icicles 	on the face due to a lack of shawl, or the low blow of hurt due to rejection, or despondency when due to “lack” a family possessed nothing food-wise other than a loaf of dry bread to share. The Lord sticks 	closer than a friend, He notices and cares very deeply how the poor feel, see [Gen 8:21-22; Ex 2:24; 14:10; 1 Sa 7:9; Job 5:16; Ps 30:2; Pr 14:20; Isa 10:2; Zech 3:2-4; Mtt 5:39-44; 25:34-40; Mk 12:42].


 


The heart of Christmas  -  Matthew West (Official video) © 2011  [A Christmas song].


El Shaddai  -  Amy Grant, from the album “Be Still and Know” © 1982  
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The key place for David’s Psalms was God’s Holy Temple where he evidenced God’s ethics and morals. It was not perfection God sought but obedience,  since communication with the Lord God was made possible in David’s intentions and acts to abide by Lord God’s ethics and morals. The writings of David have survived down through the centuries into wonderful collections of true poetry, writings and communications with the Lord and King David led a dynamic, powerful, life-changing friendship with Jehovah God the Majesty on High. 








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel sketch an outline of ways in which the Psalmists have blessed not only their generations but hundreds of generations in the ways of God. There are some Psalms where the author was stated as “Anonymous” and it is our opinion this could very well have meant that a few contributions were made by women - for the simple reason the Lord God used women at various junctures in Israel’s history for crucial appointments1 who had different roles than men, but most certainly by their visionary efforts achieved the precise same goals for Yahweh as the men - where they stood firm and shone Jehovah’s Light all around them. Psalm 66 is where we’re reading from that was inscribed after a wonderful victory in battle. Previously, Scripture revealed after Moses’ battle victory at the parting of the Red Sea, Miriam took up the tambourine and sang of Jehovah’s victory distinguishable here in that the Psalmist noted that the Lord answered prayers prayed in earnest to Him and that both individually and as a body we should praise and worship Him. The message was that God saved them then and He is quite capable of saving right now, and He will. He refined His people and brought into their lives the refreshment of a new and deeper wisdom, He assisted His people to discern good from evil at a time period where Scripture related God’s Children were faced with idolatrous “arbitrary dubbings” however by the same power that forgave sins, He further equipped His people to carry out what they knew in their hearts to be right2 and proper. With Jehovah’s blueprint for living and God’s intention that He occupy centre-stage in the rescued Habiru’s lives it was against this background that the women obeyed the sole Omnipotent - and their soteriology, viewed retrospectively and prospectively has provided interesting teaching, brave actions, wise words, critical choices when following Yahweh’s good pathways and guaranteed Spiritual freedoms for the obedient and their accomplishments in word and in deed are exemplary. Let believers today remind one another constantly of the Grace of God in Christ who bridged the gap between the two eras since the ministry to the Gentiles was an offering acceptable and sanctified3 by the Holy Spirit. We continue to obey the Lord God and unfortunately all them who scorn the Lord God, like those who went before regrettably fell into decay and death.  ANY PERSON may turn to God if he or she wants to freely and wholeheartedly believe or if you want a fresh start; if you want to use the opportunity to pray to Lord Jesus, be forgiven of your sins, heart-cleansed or even restored back to fellowship you may ask the Saviour to save you and His Word says He shall - either way you must repent. 





Footnotes





1	Illustrations of divine power and Spiritual structure brought about by women historically who were not of necessity the Psalmists. Deborah J, whose unyielding leadership followed through and overcame 	for God’s Law, at whose hands the Mighty One shattered enemies before her. Hannah from the priestly line, in her grief and discouragement followed through on a prayer where God’s gift and promises 	became a source of blessing to the entire nation. Having regard for health - the law of being non-ceremonially clean after childbirth was written to cover the moment where a woman’s physical body 	recovered its normal role and began to sacrifice and worship before the Lord again. Kindly note “defiled” has nowhere in Scripture ever been defined as “sinful”. The Anonymous wise lady who saw the 	effects of utter destruction of previous towns around her and advised Joab to such an extent that her wisdom saved an ancient peace-loving gentle city significantly and moreover since it was an 	apposite truism that in society women did not in the normal course, speak out boldly. Abigail lived wisely and managed a household of enormous wealth in tolerance of an alcoholic husband. The 	message from the women of Jehovah was that the Lord God was their God who saved and due to the stirring of the name of Jehovah the Lord of Hosts within their hearts made a stand for Jehovah’s 	goodness. Esther did not look away when those of the faith of Abraham were vulnerable and her hidden teaching of an overshadowing providence for God’s people has borne much fruit even for 	believers in the modern Church. Hamman planned to capture and hold captive through unusual means [Hamman hid his intention to change laws and use social pressure to “legally” kill God’s people] 	and he hid behind the law however God’s Children were reassured of the Lord’s final retribution and once again, let this be to all who seek to harm God’s people of the Old and New Testaments, a clear 	warning that the Lord “readily passes over into Mercy” for His people who obey Him [Gen 44:33; 49:8-24; Lev 12:1-4; Josh 1:10-11; Judg 4:4; 6:11-12; 1 Sa 1:6; 3:19; 25:3,32; 2 Sa 20:16; Esther 4:5-17].  


2	When Christ, God’s Son was revealed, He showed great respect for the Old Testament moral and ethical law however just as Christ came not to abolish the law but to fulfill it, the Lord Jesus preached 	it was crucial to the necessity of bearing the sanctified fruit of the Holy Spirit. 


3	The believer had a “helper”, the Spirit of holiness” who pleased the Father and shared with the believer how to render the best for the Lord and do what was right. The Holy Spirit’s declaratory work was 	recorded by Paul with comfort to the Romans which stated “[a]ccording to the Spirit of holiness…Jesus was declared to be the Son of God...by the resurrection from the dead.” The believer thus 	presented as “holy” interpreted that the skills and talents offered up to God were not abolished by God but rather by His Spirit are fulfilled for His good purposes. Believers ought to never be afraid to 	approach the omnipresent, omniscient and omnipotent God for guidance, fellowship and worship [Jn 4:24; 1 Cor 2:13; Ro 1:4; 12:1, 11; Eph 1:3].





	


O Come Let Us Adore Him  -  Danny Gokey  [audio] © 2018  [A Christmas song]


How Can We not Praise?  -  Ebry Corydon © 2019


Wonder  -  Hillsong Publishing © 2017














































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel provide a shortened analysis of Moses’ Psalm 90 (“the Psalm”) prayer as inscribed by the Lawgiver.  Historically, the literary shape of the Psalm placed the Hagiographa [writings of the Lord God] at around 1450 B.C. where clearly visible was the Lord’s acme of prophetic pronouncement - that He was God and mankind came from dust and dispensable under Moses’ economy.  Moses’ actual name meant “[d]rawn from the water”1. Psalm 90 was written as confirmation of the knowledge Moses the Old Testament forerunner of the written Law possessed - that the Lord Jehovah was the root Source of everything. Moses shepherded the Children of Israel vouch-safed to him from out of theriomorphic worship into Lord God’s theophany and Love, where the Lord Jehovah bound Himself2 to His own people, “Israel My Son, My firstborn….Let My Son go that he may serve Me” [Ex 4:22-23]. Moses was sensitive, humbled, curious and had a tendency to “split hairs” to prove a point.  He surrendered to the Most High who promised fresh beginnings since it was spoken of Jehovah “[H]e walked on the heights” and of Moses “[h]e came down from the heights” with the Law inscribed by the finger of God on stone after having stood in God’s Presence3 [Nu 21:28]. Moses carried the Shepherd’s staff which meant inter alia he carried authority, rank, he was God’s appointment, he had capacity using the threshing stick to separate good things from evil and bore the Staff as Spiritual symbol for bread as a staple means of supporting life [Exodus 15:16]. God’s Presence was investigated by Moses in the “burning bush that was non-consuming” which meant that the Lord God in His instruction and Shepherding of Moses and the Children of Israel used His judgment to change hearts however He did not consume4 with His fire of judgment, which is currently relevant further for believers. Moses well understood “the ransom would be paid” and under authentication of Scripture, God’s purposes for Moses and the Children of Israel was to be fed by His Word, which John later confirmed was the Word of God - Jesus Christ. Our Lord Himself to His mind saw His Church as being led daily in their request to Father in heaven that He grant them by His Presence, their “daily Bread”.  The disciples at around AD 27 had a revelation at dusk one day where they saw Christ walk on the water [the Word of God] and it was taught by Christ’s Apostles at around AD 49 to AD 95 that the person whose heart was surrendered to Christ the Lord, possessed the Life of God5.  


ANY PERSON who is far off from God, seek Him and you shall find Him. Ask Jesus of Nazareth to give you Salvation according to the New Testament Covenant Grace of God and He shall. Feed off God’s Word and kindly visit a Church that follows Lord Jesus of Nazareth, God’s Firstborn Son. 





Footnotes


1	Water featured significantly throughout the Scriptures and was symbolic for blessings, favour, goodness, cleansing, washing, repentance and even as an instrument of judgment. In the NewTestament 	it was illustrative of God’s Word - logos and rhēma – referenced in particular of Jesus Christ ‘s Gospel that brought repentace, in seriatim  [Ex 7:17; Ps 23:2; Ex 29:4; Ps 18:16; Jn 3:16; Ac 2:37]. 


2	Jesus the Lord bound Himself to believers and at theTransfiguration of the Lord Jesus, James, John and Peter were astonished to see the bodily forms of Moses and Elijah. This was not a re-incarnation 	of Moses or Elijah but the authentic Son of God, boldly singled out and named as God’s Son, Jesus Christ as His choice of representative. The significance for the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 	was clear to the newly forming Church. The disciples sufficiently attested to the express transparency of the Lord’s original Oath the author/s to Hebrews inscribed, of God Almighty’s fulfillment of both the 	Old Testament law and prophetic promises throughout Scripture; to the participation of Spiritual giants such as Moses and Elijah it was imperitive the disciples viewed God’s immutability. They would 	remember the sight of the Lord’s continuing Plan forever and tell others. The take-away message was that Jesus the Lord was currently relevant and an easy passage for His Church was 	facilitated; moreover the voice of God attested firmly for ongoing obedience and status as Messiah, “[y]ou must listen to Him”, which was of monumental significance seeing as even the Apostles weighed 	heavily against false teachers who tried to produce a type of belief system in competition to the Almighty God who sits on the Throne and Lamb that was slain. The Apostles obeyed as God wanted and 	used the name of Jesus Christ the Lord wherever they preached wherever they ‘travelled anywhere” [Ex 19:5; Dt 26:19; 1 Sa 12:22; Ps 100:3; Lk 1:17; Ac 15:14; Isa 5; Titus 2:14; Heb 8:10].


3	Moses assembled the Tabernacle and the Ark of Covenant, not by human pattern - he was guided by the Lord’s exacting pattern. The Lord God’s Presence was housed expressly for access into 	fellowship. God's purpose was that eventually the law would be written upon human hearts – of which Moses, Samuel, David, Jeremiah and Ezekiel found thread. Ezekiel prophesied of the new Temple; 	Stephen of the new living Temple; James identified the Church alongside Amos’ prophecy of the Temple ‘rallying point’ and weighed in with favour according to Paul, the humbled, obedient, academic 	Apostle, right from the outset our heavenly Father’s own Spirit operated under Headship of Christ. Christ’s name brought in the Presence of God Almighty. To His disciples and the crowds He advised 	early in His ministry “[R]epent for the Kingdom of God is at hand” which meant “[I] can get it for you, I have access to the Presence of God and this level of Eternal Life”, see [Ps 23:4; Isa 20:30; Lam 4:3; 	Mtt 8:31; Mk 5:12; Ro 1:31; Hebr 8:5; 12:22-24; Rev 6:9-11; 9:20; 18:2]. 


4	Why did Jehovah react strongly against the golden calf idol? The golden bull calf originally provided the visible pedestal for Yahweh’s invisible Throne. Psalm 110 proved Jehovah’s dominion over 	them as He promised the reign to His Son Jesus Christ.  Master Jesus Christ warned at around AD 30, false teachers/expert copyists would even attempt to reproduce the second Coming of the Messiah. 	If you have to be told the Messiah is here then He is not. His second Appearance to the earth would be so sudden, it was impossible to calculate  [Ex 32:14-29; Mtt 24:26; Ac 7:49]. 


5	There is no limit upon the Grace of God neither is there a lapse of judgment since His Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ convicts the world of guilt and of judgment already ordered upon darkness 	and evil. The enemies of the Gospel of Christ were at around AD 49 to AD 95 - humanistic ideas and elastic myths void of the three New Covenant Persons. Malachi’s words that God would be a swift 	witness against them was eschatologically accurate, see [Mal 1:14; Jn 16:8; Rev 20].     


	 


Hallowed by Thy Name  -  Citizen Way  [Official Audio]  © 2019 


“[M]y Sheep know the sound of My voice, they will never follow another..”.. John 10:5
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider the contents of Psalm 119 that Ezra the scribe wrote regarding Lord God’s Law and its application, taught to the remnant in how to abide in Jehovah under devotion and uniform obedience under strenuous conditions through a long tough transition. Psalm 119 stood as a source of prayer and praise where Ezra was meticulous in the need for its application. Ezra was Jewish envoy to the King and Ezra’s father was Seriah1. Ezra taught, studied, followed, etched and engraved God’s Word for all to read and obey. He was sent to Jerusalem to set up a valid evaluation of the position of the City - which was desolate and lukewarm and no doubt he returned to King Cyrus of Persia2 with an accurate valuation3 of what was left in the hiatus of the exile. Ezra was cited as the author of 1 and 2 Chronicles and he himself maintained every detail of God’s Word. In Psalm 119 there are 22 stanzas of 8 or so verses each, separated by heads of letters of the Hebrew alphabet accompanied by its symbol and each stanza addressed different issues pertinent to God’s Law overarching, that Ezra in his opinion saw as relevant to the Priesthood [interestingly since he was descendent of the original Priesthood] plus to obedient men and women.  The book is a wonderful study in the motivations of the hearts of the anointed Priesthood. Ezra’s questions addressed troubles we all shared in -“[D]id God see everytime I was obedient?” “[H]ow can I stay pure amidst a sea of impurities?” “[W]here can we find the measure of strength needed to rise wisely and victoriously?” Consistency, praise and rejoicing in the Lord was noticed by the Lord and the soul that was consumed with longing for God’s Word, the Lord would reward when He was pleased. Humility was advocated towards a God who was holy, affectionate and full of truth and that those God loved could expect long-lasting success where He worked on their behalf and anchored their lives hoisted to His Word.  The Presence of the Lord was powerful around the scribe Ezra4 and gave him the class of hope that led him to constantly shepherd5 God’s remnant under His statutes in two areas of import - while undergoing favour from the King of Persia on the one hand; and unpleasant and trying times on the other. Ezra related that even the earth was filled with God’s laws and stated that everytime he looked up he saw God’s Word.  By reading God’s Word, loving it more than riches, doing what it says and by treating God’s Words as the road-map for life’s successes, Ezra took the reader onto God’s higher ways  saying it took discipline and determination to live applying God’s Word and that it was life-changing even when faced with the dark deceptions of this world.  Ezra highlighted one of the characteristics of God which was “truthfulness” since God embodied perfect truth and gave “peace of heart and mind”.  ANY PERSON who wishes to travel the journey of life along Lord Almighty’s Word must repent of your sins, ask for Salvation and obey the Lord’s “road map” of His Word with gratitude. 





Footnotes


1	Seriah at around 609 B.C. was chief priest when the exiles’ transition happened. He was descendent of the line of the original chief priest who had worked alongside Moses. During the era at around 300 	B.C. to 166 B.C. of chaotic foreign rulers and the Herodian era, Herod attempted to “purchase” the Chief Priest and similarly at around 4 B.C. to AD 20/30 Roman ethnarchs and tetrarchs purchased the 	high office through marriage, where Scripture revealed at around AD 30 at the hurriedly set up trial of our Lord, the purchased chief priest rent his bought garments, see [Ex 6:16-20; 1 Chr 15:12; Mtt 	26:59, 65-66; Jn 18:13; see also Pg 49 Spiritual Belief 2019].


2	Briefly, Babylon “fell on its turn and was left a heap of ruins” at the hands of the Medes and Persians, see [Isa 21:9;Jer 50-51; Rev 16:19].  


3	This was not a Census as it ascertained a need and not greed however previously a Census was taken by David’s military against the direction of the Lord. David was severly chastised by the Lord [we 	would think the justice of God leaned at this point towards freedom of association and justice], David repented of his mis-step and peace returned to the Citadel. At around 4 B.C. the time of Christ’s birth, 	Palestine was under the rule of the Roman governor, Herod who took a Census of citizens [Roman syndicated dominance and cataloguing for tribute money], which explained the reason for the throngs 	in Bethlehem who had returned back to their ancestral home and the fact that there was “no room at the Inn” for Mary and Joseph. In contemporary times mass registration and classifications trans-	border could be procured through IP technological and satellite advances, but-for the many Constitutional challenges, see [Nu 1; 2 Sa 24:1-9; Lk 2:1-6].   


4	Ezra from priestly ascendency in modern terms for us today, Christ our High Priest has given us easier access to God than they, see [Lev 16:1-5; Heb 2:16-17].  


5	Symbolically Ezra carried the Shepherd’s heart, authority and rank and was appointed by God in the class of Levitical Priesthood - however bear in mind there was no Temple in that transition period 	there was no priestly garment nor any writings nor any guidance regarding what was required when functioning in the priestly role. Ezra was Jewish envoy to the King and was positioned by renown and 	appraisal for meticulous hard work and not for greed, psycophancy or gain. The King was pleased with him and rewarded him. Ezra worked with the Lord God from his first etch and engraving bearing the 	Word of God with faithfulness. What a blessed time - under the King’s favour; returning home with blessed old looted vessels from the old Temple that Cyrus returned [Nebuchadrezzar raided and 	pilfered]; Temple furnishings; implements to remove rubble and rebuild new stone with. 


  


O Holy Night  -  Carol’s from Kings © 2017 [A Christmas Song]   		 
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss many different Psalmists1 whose kingly poems; maskils, songs, hymns, wisdom material; work-songs; well-digging songs; reaping and vintage songs, encouragements and experiences of the Lord’s holiness, Love and marvellous deeds covered the breadth, distance and length of their existence. In addition we tie in the New Testament sections of the Saviour’s Word and Apostles’ teachings and we read from 2 Kings 16:20ff; Psalms 48; 50; 66; 73:6; 84. In the provision of Ps 50:8 by Asaph, the answers to prayers ahead of time was noted and anonymous Psalmists expounded on the two-way resolvable fellowship that resulted in thanksgiving and praises to the Lord God, in return for His loving familiar, personally enriching protection, according to the Law of blessings in the Law of God and further condensed by the Saviour at around AD 26 in the New Testament.  Asaph traced a common theme - that when Satan brought the sins of God’s people “ever before Me” the Lord noted, in His discretion our God chose to not act upon but instead asserted His love over His Creation and moreover recounted before Satan the many who had appreciated the worth of His Covenant by their endless sacrifices. The Lord turned the tables and pronounced His eternal rebuke upon Satan. Christ’s sacrifices made such a profound impact that the promise of the Holy Spirit was activated as purposed, in the hearts of the Church. The Sons of Korah2 depicted Jehovah’s unchanging stance on monotheistic faith. Respect, cite-ability and acknowledgement of the Lord’s discretion was broadly mirrored often by all the Psalmists, moreover the idea that ANY PERSON who pleased Almighty God would be registered as a co-heir which legal aspects of “equal share” inheritance were raised by Paul with reference to the Justice of God. Asaph’s observation of the Lord’s “swop” - our sin for His righteousness - spoke to the Lord’s comprehensive decision on Salvation at Psalm 73. The future knowledge that the saints would awaken in due course to everlasting Life, was a theme similarly attended to by Paul, who referenced “Life was given to all things by the Blessed and Only Potentate” [2 Cor 5:21; 1 Tim 6:15]. Psalm 76 portrayed God’s resplendent blazing reputation and Light that exposed darkness3 and Asaph’s inscription of the Lord’s Power that prevailed above and drew readers into the requirement of “waiting4 upon God”. Asaph, through gratitude and memory jogging, at Psalm 77 referenced marvellous deeds of God, His faithfulness and how He loved the disadvantaged, answered their prayers ahead of time and referenced the poor and vulnerable as “turtledoves”. Jesus the Lord’s intentions were so pure that He Himself sang Hymns of thanksgiving taken from the very Psalms we read. It was a privilege to follow in the footsteps of God Almighty the anonymous Psalmists wrote at Psalms 91,92 because He protected the saints from danger and where He ordered His angels to protect them. The writer’s faith carried him through and Scripture held that we could never give enough thanks to the Lord and that it must become an integral part of our daily lives. ANY PERSON who wishes to engage with the King of Kings may ask Lord Jesus to save your life and cleanse you in Grace.  





Footnotes


1	Sons of Korah; anonymous Psalmists and composers; King Hezekiah; Asaph. The sons of Korah were a subdivision of the Levites root who had culled themselves by apostasy. Some were saved and 	became Temple assistants. King Hezekiah chose to collaborate with the Lord in a prayer-pact whereby he pledged 100% loyalty to the Lord in return for God’s protection. Asaph - singer/musician/ 	timbralist/cymbalist and “seer” sang of how wealth looked inviting but the faithful should choose instead to follow God with all their hearts since they were His Possession. All the Psalmists trusted in the 	Lord and the Apostles taught His ways were trustworthy, [Ps 52:8; 73:12-26; 92:12; 95;6; 135:4; Mtt 4:9].


2	In order to fully appreciate the significance of sacrifices inscribed so beautifully by the Temple assistants - each person offered a gift to the Lord by sacrificing it on the altar. Various reasons were 	proffered for sacrifices – i) payment for sins, in devotion; ii) show honour and respect to God in acknowledgment we’re His Possession; iii) peaceful expressions of gratitude and fellowship with God; 


	iv) payment for un-intentional or forgotten sins in restoration of fellowship; v) payment for sins against God and others in a Spiritually provided compensation for injured parties. God made it clear from 	the beginning that all sin deserved Spiritual death. All of the components above were ways in which the Old Testament men and women could approach the Lord God for forgiveness which were 	shadows to Christ’s Perfect Offering, His obedient death, the gains of fellowship and restoration for non-fellowship and sin’s consequences – once for all. What then did the people learn? By requiring the 	unblemished animal and the holy Priest through whom they officiated, the Lord taught reverence, complete trust in God, He showed the high cost of sin towards a Holy God and demonstrated the 	sincerity of the offerors’ commitment to God, which was well established in the Psalms. The Hebrews author/s reiterated a similar purpose for the sacrifice which had already been offered, Christ Himself 	and the believers offered thanksgiving and praises to the Lord on a continual basis, see  [Lev 1–5; Nu 16;1-35; Ps 9:9; 106:17; Zech 4:10; Mtt 6:33; 9:35; 22:37; Ro 13;11; 2 Cor 6:2; Heb 13:15].    


3	The Psalmists’ many confessions before the Lord were recorded for a reason – that sin should never take root. At times it seemed as though they confessed sins over and over again and Scripturally it 	was proved that, even today, no matter how many times we confess, the Lord forgave and eventually the flesh simply did not answer the sin, it was dead to sin, see [Ro 7:14-24; 1 Jn 1:9; Jude 23-25].   


4	The genius of the Hebrew languagevia  the metonymic word - ‘ārēḵ - “a long holding out of the mind” whose impact upon Salvation importantly envisaged – a “wonderful truce the Lord made with the 	sinner, not to punish”. To the Lord Jesus’ 40 day desert fast, the challenge by Satan and our Lord’s Sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary, our Saviour “long held out His mind” and revealed a calibre of 	strength unheard of where with “long-suffering” He rendered our claims of a unique relationship with Father God Almighty, operational and access granted. The Upper Room 120 “long held out their 	minds” and received the promise of the Holy Spirit for the start-up Church. Scripture asserted ‘waiting upon the Lord’ was God-exercised which meant that the Spirit of the Living God exercised it through 	us. The link-up was 	illustrated by the Psalmists in their personal wait upon the Lord. Eschatologically, where the Lord advised “wait” or “endure”, his saints would not be confused but by the “long holding 	out of their minds” they would trust only in Him and exercise by understanding, God’s purposeful concession of space and time [Ps 27:14; 40:1; 83; 86:15; 103:8; 130:5; 145:8; Isa 30:18; Ac 1:4; Ro 5:3; 	8:23; 15:5; 1 Thess 	1:10; Titus 2:13; 2 Thess 3:5]. 


      		 	 


 “May the Lord rise to show compassion upon the poor, the downtrodden and oppressed..” 


* Mary Did You Know?  -  Pentatonix © 2014 [A Christmas Song]   											* Hallowed Manger Ground  -  Emmanuel © 2017
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Christian Headline Summaries from David’s Psalms 1-41 based on the faith of Yahweh; 


with simultaneous application of the Ethics and Morals of Lord Jesus Christ, 


David’s descendant, via Grace within the Church. 




















Subject summary�
Ps�
Subject summary�
Ps�
�
Blameless living - guidelines for�
15�
Gratitude for deliverance and victory; the best route to ensure deliverance was to humbly call upon God�
18�
�
Carried from suffering to the heights of joy; despite the many rejections �
22�
Hope came from sorrow for sins; God alone was and is the true Source of healing and protection�
38�
�
Celebration of God's wonderful deliverance while worldly security was uncertain; God is always faithful�
30�
Justice against slander; God was the perfect Judge who punished them who persecuted the innocent�
7�
�
Companionship with God, David's joys and benefits now and eternally�
16�
Life apart from God was fleeting, empty, manipulative and prone to non-hope circuitry�
39�
�
Confidence in the Lord's protection and peace�
3�
Life's two roads; the wicked and the small steps of the faithful that led to everlasting victory�
1�
�
Creation and the Lord's Word, revealed how marvellous He was - the heavens are telling..�
19�
Lord God revealed amazing Power in Nature; David trusted God for strength to weather the storms�
29�
�
Declarations of loyalty to God were beneficial to David who with wisdom stood up to his opposition�
26�
Magnanimous all-powerful Creator, God assured worth of the human soul; He cared for His creation�
8�
�
Deliverance in trouble, God rescued David at every juncture; David’s victory came despite the odds�
6�
Obedience to the Will of God sometimes meant waiting patiently; David appealed for mercy over his life�
40�
�
Enemies' lies [no ethics nor morals]; where God defended David from their falsehoods and slander�
5�
Plea for justice against Saul's false accusations; the true goal was to know God and eventually see Him�
17�
�
Everything belonged to God the glorious eternal King; acknowledge Him and welcome His glorious reign�
24�
Prayer for defense, guidance and protection; David di dnot want to face his enemies alone �
25�
�
Fools who deny God, how foolish it must seem to God to see the unwise focus on the negatives�
14�
Prayer for relief from despair; David continued to trust God even where no immediate reply to prayer �
13�
�
Forgiveness brings true joy; only when David confessed his sins did he experience deep joy�
32�
Prayer to God for help against them who inflicted harm, them who were unjust and lied about David�
35�
�
God as Creator and Deliverer was worthy of David's trust, gratitude and praise; He is faithful�
33�
Prayer when surrounded by wickednesses; God was David's Rock of safety when troubles came his way�
28�
�
God never ignored His Children's cries for help�
9�
Satan underestimated Lord God's vindications; God remained at David's side�
41�
�
God offered David help and hope for the future; David's unwavering confidence in God�
27�
Stressful times required David's all-consuming commitment to the Lord�
31�
�
God pays attention to those who call upon Him; whether escape or assistance, He always hears and acts �
34�
Trust God and wait patiently as He acts; David's vivid differentiations between wicked and upright�
37�
�
God was presented as a most caring Shepherd and thus a dependable guide�
23�
Victory in battle David prayed for and trusted in God more than in human power, 2 Sa 10�
20�
�
God's faithfulness, justice and love differentiated from sinful hearts of men�
36�
Victory in battle required that we remember to praise the Lord thereafter�
21�
�
God's protection and peace causes rejoicing because David knew that God had listened when called�
4�
Why do the wicked succeed? If God seemed hidden, David was assured He never overlooked injustice �
10�
�
God's rule provided stability in the midst of panic; David’s fears did not stop his victories�
11�
Wicked lying words  vs the credible pure words of God; a call for protection against exploiters�
12�
�
God's ultimate rule; in celebration of David's coronation and foreshadow of Christ �
2�
�
�
�






ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour in their everyday life, may ask Jesus to save them by Grace, because He cares deeply for you. 





God has Come to Earth  -  Aaron Shust  © 2015  [A Christmas Song]


What Child is This?  -  Sidewalk Prophets © 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit Index II for the year 2020 in reflection of systematic Scriptural weekly readings with bibliography, pages and citations.








Contd�
�
2020 readings�
�
Purpose for Bible Study and Bibliography�
1�
Bibliography�
�
Heart changes correspond with Salvation�
33�
Gen 12:3; Phil 1:27�
�
The Church in the shadow of Christ’s glory�
34�
Mtt 18:3; Mk 19:38�
�
Predestination and the Sovereignty of God - Part I�
35�
Gen 1:1-3; Ac 4:27ff; Rev 1:8�
�
Predestination and God the Creator, Ruler of all nature - Part II�
36�
Jb 38-41; Ps 8; 147:8f�
�
Predestination and life lessons from Scriptural men and women - Part III�
37�
Ge 12:1; Ez 7:1; Lk 2:19;�
�
Predestination through the vessel of Israel and vehicle of Christ’s Salvation - Part IV�
38�
Zech 3:8 to 4:14; Mic 5:3�
�
Psalms and its Spiritual mega-themes including Salvation�
39�
Psalm 1�
�
Psalms and David’s coronation, prophetic foreshadow of Messiah�
40�
Psalm 2�
�
Psalms spanned the centuries to Christ’s fulfillment�
41�
Psalm 22; 25:12-14; 68:18�
�
Psalms and the Mercy of Lord God�
42�
Exodus 25:10-22; Ps 86,89,103�
�
Psalms and broader lessons of David’s life; Jerusalem the Faithful City�
43�
1 Sam 16:7-11; Ps 25; 51:18�
�
Psalms and the faithfulness of God the Lord�
44�
Psalm 4;7; 51:12; 100:4; Rev 15�
�
Comprehensive Outline of Psalms’ mega-themes �
45�
-�
�
Psalms and David’s musical expression�
46�
Psalm 25:3; 62:5; Ps 150; Isa 63:3�
�
Index I  for General Topics for 2020�
47�
�
�
Index II for General Topics for 2020�
48�
�
�
Headline summaries of David’s Psalms �
49�
Psalm 1-41�
�
Psalms - Asaph, sons of Korah and Anonymous Psalmists�
50�
Psalm 48.50,66,73,76,77�
�
Psalms - Ezra the Psalmist who returned the remnant to Jerusalem�
51�
Psalm 119�
�
Psalms – Moses’ prayer�
52�
Psalm 90�
�
Psalms - Anonymous women Psalmists [one or two]Psalms - Other Psalmists�
53�
Psalm 66�
�
The well documented Birth of Jesus Christ�
54�
Mic 5:2; Mtt 7:29; Lk 1:25;2:23�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit Index I for the year 2020 in reflection of systematic Scriptural weekly readings with bibliography, pages and citations.





Christian Purpose and Bibliography�
1�
2020 readings�
�
The Sermon on the Mount ("Sermon")�
2�
Mtt 5:1-7�
�
The Sermon - Persecution of Saints and Saltiness�
3�
Matthew 5:8-16�
�
The Sermon - Eight progressive steps of Faith�
4�
Matthew 5:14-20. �
�
The Sermon - Christ's mighty Works and prophetic Words�
5�
Matthew 5:21-7:29. �
�
The Sermon - The Lord's Prayer�
6�
Mtt 6:6-18 �
�
The Sermon - Fasting, Humility and Seeking God�
7�
Matthew 6:16-7:12. �
�
The Sermon - Jesus the Messiah differentiates between the copyist and true believer�
8�
Matthew 7:1-29. �
�
Divine Inspiration inclusions into the Canon�
9�
Job 33:4; 34:12-15. �
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Adam and Eve�
10�
Genesis 3:8-13�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Noah�
11�
Gen 6:8-22�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Abraham�
12�
Genesis 12:1-9�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with the Patriarchs�
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Jerusalem the Faithful City, 


2 Sa 5;6; 1 Chr 11:44





Psalms





Acceptance, Answers,


Confidence, courage


Fellowship with God,


Forgiveness, joy,


Knowledge, peace,


Perspective,Prayer,


Protection, provision


Rest, Salvation,wisdom


139,4,17,46,71,11,42, 5,16,25,27,37,133, 51,63,69,103,9,16,28,18,97,3,4,2,11,5,17,18,23,31, 121,23,27





When you want





Thanklessness


Competition


Criticism


Danger


Death


Decisions


Doubts


Evil, Enemies


Friendship


Ill treatment


Illness


Hypocrisy


Lies


Old age


Poverty


Sorrow


Success


Temptation


Troubles


133,35,56,120,11,6,71,90,1,119,34,37,94,10,36,56,5925,35,6,


139,26,28,40,5,12120,71,92,3,7,56,10,39,43,120,23,112,127,141,55,86142,35,120








When you are facing





All our thanksgiving and Praise to the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour who through Calvary  has gained on our behalf, Salvation and everlasting joy ! 


Psalms 22, 45, 150








All-knowing, ever-present, beautiful or desirable, Creator, good and generous, great and sovereign, holy, loving and faithful, merciful and forgiving, powerful, willing to reveal His will, law and direction, righteous and just, Spirit - in seriatim Psalm 139, 27,36,45, 8,104,148, 34,81,107, 33,89,96, 66,99, 145, 23,42, 51, 32,111, 130, 76,89, 93, 1,19, 119, 71,77, 97,113, 104, 139, 143.
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David published his Psalms as sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise for the Lord’s wonderful miracles, his willing gratitude from David’s soft heart to his Source. He sang his Psalms to the Creator, the Righteous One and the King of kings for His righteous deeds and goodness towards mankind. David kept his vows in the Courts of the Lord, he admired God, 


honoured Him, appreciated Him, blessed Him and allowed himself to become 


carried along by tides of praises to the Lord  


Ps 26:7,50:14; 69:30; 95:2; 100:4; 116:17; 147:7 





Justice 7,9,15,37,50, 72, 75, 82,94,145





Prayer 3,5,611,16, 18, 23,30,32,35,44


55,67, 74,75,80,100


110,117,136,140





Jehovah God is





Historical 68,78,95 105, 106, 111, 114, 135, 136, 149





Praise 8,19.13,65,84


96,100,136,145,150
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider in our bible-study, David’s leading-from-the-front musical expression in fellowship with Yahweh. We read from Exodus 25:10-22; 1 Chronicles 15:14 to 16:1-36; Psalm 68:24-35; 150. Music played an important role in Israel’s culture, prophecy and Yahweh’s Words. Music was a means by which creativity was passed down via oral and notation tradition that encompassed locations such as the Tabernacle, the Temple and at festive times of epic hymns1 that sprang forth and were preserved [Ex 15:1]. Builders, craftsmen, priests and Levites had performed their responsibilities and now significantly the musicians’ contribution by way of wonderful talent in skilled performance, creative lyrics, vocal performance, instrumentation, choir rendition, harmonies, baritones, bass, music notes aligned to female and male voice, procedural Levitical songs plus composing notations that covered the ‘interlude’ and ‘pause’ and further held, the flute “made the face shine”.  The scope2 and reach of music affected David’s everyday life with spectacular outbursts of gratitude to Jehovah and he knew his Lord’s strength. David led from the front and Asaph a leading Singer was commissioned in his direction of choirs. Sweet staccato and strings sounds traversed over elaborate musical processions, symphonies of instruments, flutes to praise and harps of worship with the sacred [initially] Trumpet [Nu 10:1-10]. David worshipped for harvest - “Harvest Psalm” [Ps 65] that related to Yahweh’s flow of goodness and beauty that David published in order for his subjects and the nations to recognize God the Lord. The lessons learned by David were - i) the stability of Yahweh’s oath; ii) Jehovah’s abundance should be gratefully appreciated; iii) God’s Love musically was with effect on believers; iv) the value of musical procession in facilitation of national worship to God; v) the way forward via directed musical appointment, choirs, accompaniment and music programs; vii) express direction from the Lord was to be obeyed even in the absence of cogent ‘reason’. The Lord’s music traversed to the New Testament (“NT”) e.g. the Song of Christ our Lord’s sufferings, was sung by singers known as the “Lilies of the Testimony” [Ps 22] and again, at the prescribed time3 the trumpet came into view as both sacred and martial instrument coinciding with the - i) era of preaching Christ’s Gospel and; ii) “abomination” that seated itself as predicted, in God’s Holy place. Firstly, the trumpet of David’s praise and joyous timeous clashes of cymbal revealed God’s unequaled, prominence and Holiness; and secondly, Paul to the Corinthians at around AD 55, discussed the Trumpet as an instrument whereby the Lord Called the saved-perishable to rise imperishable; and thirdly, according to John the aging Apostle at around AD 95, it was recorded as most magnanimous and distinct seven separate Trumpet blasts that would take place in warning of earthly judgment4. The fons et origo of David’s praise was Yahweh’s affectionate fellowship, who influenced his subjects likewise so that Almighty God was afforded all the glory. ANY PERSON who sincerely wishes to have fellowship in their heart with the Saviour Jesus, must first repent of your sins, receive Lord Jesus’ Salvation and visit a local Church so that the Minister may pray with you.   





Footnotes


1	Scripture sanctioned music and song as a vital component of the Lord’s nature – i) Moses’ epic celebration of Lord God’s victory was akin to the Alpha and Omega’s final commission to John the 	aging Apostle to sing the song of the redeemed. Jesus the Saviour commissioned praise for the Lord’s victory already pronounced over the “Babylonian spirit” clearly evidenced by her Scriptural 	loss of lamplight and music; ii) Miriam’s song of victory; iii) the Children of Israel’s praises for water; iv) the Children of Israel’s song of Yeshua’s historical dealings; v) Deborah’s song of praise; 


	vi) David’s rescue song;  vii) Solomon’s song; viii) Isaiah’s song for the New Jerusalem; ix) Ezra’s song of praise at Temple completion; x) Mary’s humble song at conception of God’s Son, Jesus; xi) 	Zechariah’s song of 	praise; xii) Paul and Silas’ hymns that shook building foundations; xiii) the “new song” of the 24 elders acclamation of the Lamb slain; xiv) the special song of the “144 	thousand” redeemed; and all the redeemed from the earth in praise of the Lamb slain; xv) the Colossian congregational hymns. Psalm-inspired hymns that historically at assemblies we as children 	sung and still sing e.g.The King of Love my Shepherd is; Oh worship the King all glorious above; Before God’s awful Throne, see [Ex 15:1-21; Nu 21:17-18; Dt 32:1-43; Jdg 5:2-31;2 Sa 22:1-51; Ps 	23,46,61,87,90,100,103,104,126; Song of Solomon; Isa 26:1; Ezr 3:11; Lk 1:46-55; 1:68-79; Ac 16:25; Col 3:16; Rev 5:9-10; 14:3; 15:3-4; 17:14;18:20-24; 19:5 ].


2	David set out the Scriptural position of Hebrew music for form and appropriate construction and with eschatological purpose. David and his music director divided music into three relevant 	instrument and theoretic categories - strings, wind and percussion. The balance of opinion whether David played a Harp favoured the word “Kinnǒr” – the portable Lyre, Syrian in origin, fashioned 	with Cypress pliable, strong wood with a range of eight strings - an octave. The absence of the word “plectrum” in Scripture did not of necessity suggest plucking the fingers as with the Psaltery. Lord 	Jesus recognized the flat notes in dirge music and remarked “[I] played the funeral flute for you but you did not mourn, you laughed instead because you are from this world”. Paul, who grew up at 	his Mother’s knee, moved amongst the elite in Tarsus and Rome and was an articulate “Hebrew of the Hebrews” who directly experienced God’s powerful Mercy via Christ the Lord, to the Colossian 	Church, proved that Christ came in the very pattern and power of heaven, in the flesh – where Paul drew into his discussion God’s Mercy in musical strength of - Kol Nidre, Hebrew for people singing 	congregationally, see [1Sa 10:5; 1Chr 15:19-21; Ps 78; 4, 9:16; 80, 150; Mtt 11:17; 26:30; Col 3:16-17].        


3	The trumpet warnings urge us on to make sure each one’s faith is firmly fixed on Christ. The initial seven trumpet soundings brought forth only a partial earthly judgment from the Lord God, since 	one-third of the earth’s destruction [things not upheld by the Word of God] took place and thereafter His full wrath against those who destroyed the earth, was yet to be unleashed. Habakkuk used 	the symbolic eagle to express the swiftness of Jehovah’s works, see [Matt 24:14-15,44; 1 Cor 15:52; Rev 8:6].   


4	Could the Psalmists have looked over the years to see God’s message go throughout the earth? The Lord’s blessings true to His nature are as a flood and the Old Testament portrayed the king 	who sang of how best to handle such vast amounts of favour - be thankful, praise God unceasingly and tell others the good deeds He has done. The Gospels took up the message of Christ who 	came to do His Father’s Will – God’s Mercy and Grace in the flesh, who saves souls from the world, [1Chr 16:1-36; Ps 22; 31; 150:3-5; Mk 16;4; 16:13-20; Lk 23:46; Jn 21; Ac 2].     	  	


I Need You More  -  Renata Triani, Jesus Culture at City Harvest © 2017 
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide a comprehensive outline of overlapping mega-themes 


that accurately illustrate helpful topics for the Church of our Saviour Jesus Christ and all believers everywhere - 











     


































































































ANY PERSON who wishes to walk based on the finished work of Jesus Christ, Son of David, may ask Lord Jesus for Salvation, carefully thanking and worshipping Our Father in heaven.  


I am a Child of Love  -  We the Kingdom [the official video ( ] by Ed Cash and Cash family © 2020. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel reflect upon the role Godly fear played in the Psalms and the impact God’s faithfulness had upon David’s life in that he suffered no penalty of estrangement due to confessed sin in his life and regular communications with the Lord. We read from Ps 4:7; 51:12; 99:6; 100:4; 112:9; Rev 15:3-4. David asked the Lord to clear his guilt by regular frank confession  and he pleaded to clear his name of false charges without cause against him that the Lord should not pay attention to the falsehoods of others. David asked the Lord to restore to him the joy of his Salvation1 where after repentance, the Lord forgave and set David apart from the world, into the favour of God. The Psalms are littered with Davidic confession and the inscribed repetition served as ongoing instruction in the faith, however the Psalmist in addition, drove home the many incidences of Davidic invitation to Yahweh, to test the king’s heart for any offensive way - and Jehovah tested David indeed and by His faithful cleansing until there was left but a kernel of exclusive allegiance. Jehovah Nissi’s faithfulness2 was a most Spiritually attractive aspect and David was blessed as he was “led in God’s everlasting way”. David’s heart of gratitude not only for the plenary but also His one-dimensional gifts3 given in life that David wrote of to enable every faithful man and woman. Samuel, the prophet who spoke Yahweh’s Words during implementation of the monarchy, addressed the disobedient first King, Saul, in terse words of wisdom “God is after an obedient heart first, not sacrifice”. David’s era took into account siege-craft and he established control over the land through ramparts, bastions and crenellated parapets which today the Church might say of the Lord our God - He is a mighty rampart that defends our access to the Living waters, or He is our bastion, the place we run to Spiritually to be strengthened, or He is our crenellated parapet that on His battlements we may see panoramically [Spiritually] over, around us to prepare against evil in the distance. David’s life has had a decidedly positive effect upon the Church in accordance with the works of Christ the Saviour4.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour may ask Lord Jesus for Grace to forgive your sins and then use Psalms to guide you daily into praise and thanksgiving to Lord God.





Footnotes





1	If a believer felt stagnant in faith or whether sin had driven a wedge in their fellowship with the Lord, it pays to remember that David felt that way after he had sinned and therefore it was his plea and 	prayer to the Lord for restoration so that an enduring fellowship may be continued. God wanted His Children to be close to Him in order to experience His full and complete Life. David was	joyful at the uninterrupted flow of relationship after suffering consequences for sin [a blessed relief that his soul could still “feel” in his conscience thereafter, meant he was forgiven] and genuine 	worship he brought to Jehovah God’s Temple, see [Ps 4:7; 51:12]


2	We tend to concentrate on David’s confessions alone but we forget that Jehovah wanted the readers of Psalms to focus more on how faithful and wonderful He was to respond each and every time 	as David confessed to clear David’s sin. This placed confession of sin in a high category and the impetus for Spiritual growth and production of fruit of import. Moses reminded the Children of Israel 	Yahweh was faithful and well able to keep His promise to cleanse sin for a thousand generations [in Biblical terms much more than only one thousand, a big number] to those who obeyed. The 	lesson was that as many times as the Children of Israel sinned, if repentance for sin was shown God forgave faithfully. By the time Saul and David’s era arrived, war-craft and siege-craft left big 	impressions upon the elements of trust in the Lord God.  On the physical plane, deliberate enemy sieges kept whole countries at awkward angles and weakened with little water, food or relief that 	made the takeover from foreign armies inevitable. The N and Judah “bought into” the new leadership to compete with foreign kings and Samuel demonstrated to the faithful, the Lord would show 	honour to His Covenant and Himself faithful. Isaiah in a time of monumental idolatrous upheaval where the entire country had adopted idolatry and where an idol could literally be found on every 	town corner, “watching them”, 	Isaiah gave the people the name of the future Jerusalem – the Faithful City. Ezekiel, a street-prophet at around 597 B.C., called men to honour the most basic law of 	Yahweh’s Temple measurement - the concept of holiness. Paul declared the faithfulness of the honourable Lord Jesus was with endurance, the emphasis fell upon the strength of God to outlast 	every Satanic attack. Hebrews author/s proclaimed Lord Jesus as the faithful High Priest; Peter advised of the nobility of Jehovah the faithful Creator; John the aging Apostle at around AD 95 and 	indeed impelled within the modern Church, defined the faithfulness of God as forgiving every confessed sin  in addition he proclaimed the eschatological Christ was “Faithful and True”, see [Lev 	19:1; Dt 7:9; Ps 33:4; 89:24; 146:6; Isa 	1:26; Ezk 43:11; 2 Thess 1:2; Heb 2:171 Pe 1:15-16; 4:19; 1 Jn 1:9; Rev 1:5; 19:11] 


3	Gifts were synonymous with the abundantly generous nature of the Lord God who was an abundant wonderful Giver of good things, who is restorer of our souls. Gifts of Scripture entailed – i) the 	breath of God’s Spirit and the very air we breathe, ii) words of understanding, wisdom and knowledge; iii) God’s providence, showers and nature, health, food and wealth iv) wonderful gifts of the 	festive seasons; v) dowry gifts; vi) the Levite priests were a “Gift” to God due to the fact they set themselves apart from the world, which was of immense worth in the sight of Jehovah; vii) royal 	bounty; viii) goodwill, policy gifts;  ix) Heavenly Father’s kindness, goodness and steadfast love; x) theology and Church; xi) perpetual fellowship with Christ, see [Ge 34:12; Ex 23:8; 28:38; Nu 18:6; 	Ecc 3:13; Dan 2:6; Acts 2; Ro 5:15; Js 1:17; 1 Pe 4:10].


4	Christ the Lord, closed off the road of access to idols; and waywardness had to draw close to the Lord Jesus’ words of Love under more than a fleeting consciousness of the need to be forgiven. 	Worship bore fruit and the knowledge of the Lord God pressed home the enormity of human need for the Lord God’s ongoing faithfulness to completely remove confessed sin under application of 	Christ the Lord’s shed blood. Confession must have meaning and the Lord our High Priest’s intercession constantly before Lord God Almighty seated on the Throne, made the promised blessings a 	welcome certainty.  


	


All Hail King Jesus -  Jeremy Riddle © 2017
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the scope of David’s Psalms over the centuries and read from Ruth 1:1; 1 Samuel 16:7-11; Psalm 25; Psalm 51:18.  David’s father Jesse, was a reasonable man, fairly self-sufficient and descendant of the wealthy kinsman-redeemer Boaz to Ruth1. David was the youngest of eight brothers and he was certain of one thing - the Children of Israel’s God,  Creator of everything - the land, the sea, the lakes, mountains, rivers, living animals and creatures, was the only Source of Salvation and was the same Power who forgave sins. At times David’s personal problems seemed to go almost from bad to worse, as the above Psalm indicated, however as he drew closer to God, his problems turned into glorious victories, his fears for the “worst” changed into substantive structural challenges and his irresistable dependance upon Yahweh was a significant pathway for his subjects to follow.  At around 537 B.C. it was significant for the establishment of Israel’s national reconstruction ex post the exile, to the returnees who, under the likes of Ezra, Nehemiah, Meshullum, the astute Sherebiah and his associates were afforded a point of reference and “continuing faith with Yahweh” - Scriptural teaching that allowed for five hundred years of generations to carry down the faith of Abraham [Ezra 9].  In the modern Church, believers still learn according to the broader lessons of David’s life, today. David was not perfect, he continually re-assessed and re-adjusted his lifestyle in order to accommodate Jehovah’s continuum of forgiveness, guidance in wisdom, answers regarding royal, civic and personal duties of the king and of necessity in respect of Temple work that proceeded into Solomon’s reign. On a conspectus of Israel’s kings2, the Spiritual foundation they laid or did not lay for the nation, were issues that Scripture kept in recordal for teaching and instruction to those of the faith. In order to preserve friendliness, justice and fairness to not only Saul’s family but to previous political rebels who were David’s enemies, national allies and close friends alike, David healed the nation’s wounds and deep offenses towards one another and brought peace however he paid a heavy price for calculatingly advancing a one-sided census against the displeasure of Yeshua e.g. turmoil in the family, national rebellion and leprosy - although David did ask Jehovah to “save Israel from her troubles”. This was especially Spiritually significant for the Church since human achievement could never earn Salvation [1 Chr 14:2; 21;1ff].Godliness taught David that at both the highs and lows of his life, if he proffered his praises to the Lord continuously, he would maintain the heart of Yahweh and in addition, he dramatically elevated “the Noble Sanctuary” - yerȗšalayim3. David and Scripture noted that “[D]avid now realized why the Lord had made him king . . . to give joy to God’s people”.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour Jesus, may ask Him, a descendant of David, to save them by Grace and He will assist you to elevate the Lord God’s Name forever. 





Footnotes


1	Ruth [(] was a godly example of good character and sacrificial attitude in dark times. Where the law could no longer provide for her she left behind family roots and was rescued into the faith of 	Abraham thanks to Naomi by Boaz the kinsman-redeemer who went far beyond the intent of the Gleaner’s Law as he demonstrated kindness and generosity in fore-shadow at around 4 B.C. to 	Christ the Spiritual Kinsman Redeemer.  The Kinsman-Redeemer Law originated from the obligation to “set free by paying a ransom”. “Lytron” conveyed the idea of the release on payment 	which is why Scripture spoke of Christ’s death as a “ransom for many”. What gave the metaphor its force was the constant price-paying idea. The second illustration of the ransom was the 	assumption that the Lord God is always mighty and powerful [He is] and that all the might of the nations were puny to Him, that robbed the metaphor of its further truth. The actual price paid went 	to the fact that “He sold His life dearly” and where redemption occurred, expressly held is the thought of exerted effort “[w]ith a stretched-out arm, He worked Salvation” [Ruth 1 and 2; 1 Sa 16:20; 	17:17; Ps 77:14; Mk 10:45; Ro 6:17-23]. 


2	The issue with kings, Samuel the prophet warned at around 1080 B.C. where Saul was chosen to be king, was that the men were human and not anything remotely like Yahweh. They had 	wisdom, power and achievements that brought a semblance of honour to their city and country however they were under the same standard as all of Jehovah’s people – they had to follow His 	guidelines, evaluate His advice carefully, use the wisdom and principles of Yahweh’s Word and govern accordingly. Saul had hardly reigned two years when he diverted the army into choice 	officers for himself and left the nation in abomination and weakened on another front, see [1 Sa 8:9-18; 11:7; 15:3-23; 19:10; 2 Sa 9:1; 12:1-24].  


3	As he elevated God’s chosen City of Jerusalem at around 1003 B.C. David acknowledged God’s supremacy. At around AD 35-45, the first Jerusalem Church, after the Ascension of Jesus Christ 	straight into heaven [since no evil force could stand in His way] comprised of predominately Galilean disciples of the Saviour Jesus, with the Jews from Jerusalem who directly responded to the 	Apostles 	preaching – called “the remnant of Zion and restored Tabernacle of  David” formed the Jerusalem Church, as accurately predicted by Lord Jesus. Externally, they were of the character of 	theJewish sect “the Nazarenes” and survived 30 years obligated to God’s law, they worshipped at the Temple, fixedly obedient to the Messiah and believed in His sufferings, Resurrection and 	“manifest 	Day of the Lord”, His Judgment and His Glory, see [Mtt 16:18; 18:20; 27:63; Acts 2:17ff; 3:21; 15:16; 24:5,14; 28:22].


	 	 


Hallelujah  -  Heather Williams © 2017 


Sing Unto the Lord  -  Mark Beswick, Howard Francis Nicky Brown from “Worship at the Abby” Songs of Fellowship a product of Thankyou music, David Cook © 1998








The message to the Church at Smyrna from the Alpha and Omega - the Root of David - at around AD 90-95 


was that they should remain faithful even through suffering because God is in control and His promises are proved reliable… Revelations 1-3 
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Graeme and his wife Vel read and discuss the Scriptural emphasis of Almighty God’s Mercy1 as incorporated in one of the mega-themes of Psalms’, in addition to relevant Scriptural references from Ex 25:10-22; Psalms 86:15; 89:28; 103:8-14; 145:9 and Matthew 18:21. David was author of the respective Psalms, excluding Psalm 89 inscribed by Ethan a Levite head musician in the Temple, belonging to a line of anointed priests who exercised Jehovah’s Will. Scripture stated that amidst God’s Throne stood pillars of His Justice, Righteousness, Mercy and Truth and the Psalmists in their inscriptions called on their readers to deal similarly with people and make sure their actions flowed from mercy and righteousness [doing that which was right]2. The prophet Samuel envisaged the Children of Israel calling to Almighty God, “[Y]ou are my Father, my God and my Rock of Salvation” and the Lord God’s promise of an eternal kingdom3 through whom the Messiah would be born - “[B]efore anything else existed there was Christ, with God, He has always been alive and is God”; and under the one great purpose King David acknowledged was the greatest Love anyone could ever have for another, that the Lord would be tender and merciful to humans - “[B]ut You are Merciful4 and gentle Oh Lord, slow in getting angry and full of loving-kindness”. Since the Lord is aware our days are but brief and life’s journey difficult, it was His blessings that could be counted on for He had not dealt with us according to our folly. To David’s understanding the law pointed to the wrongs, however the Lord God took it to a whole new level where He exhibited a keeness to be kind; a fervency in showing mankind the passion of His level of commitment towards His Covenant and indeed the New Covenant; and His steady persistent refusal [amongst stern warnings they had exchanged their Glory for idols] to wash His hands completely of the remnant of the Children of Israel. Christ’s eagerness to be true to the New Covenant is part of the Triune God’s purposes and He has proved loyal. He can be trusted to keep His promises to uplift, generate new business ideas, grant wisdom to live and prompt new thoughts when we feel “stale”. If the High Priests of Yahweh used the Urim and Thummim to know the Will of God, then Christ as High Priest seated at His right Hand has continual  authority in His communications of Father God’s present and eternal Will and has shared them with the Church already in the Scriptures, narrowly but generously. They are there, for everyone to read, know and understand. David promised all people together would recognize God’s Glory splendour, majesty, miracles, awe-inspiring deeds that made up the Mercy of God. Just as the smoke of incense from believers’ prayers in the Temple rose upwards where the Lord could see our intentions were holy and good, so readers of the Psalms were able to see the precise nature and generous exhibition of God’s Mercy and in Him sending the Messiah - Christ the Saviour – Father’s Mercy in the Flesh5 who set the standard for Mercy upon others. We conclude that Lord Jesus sounded the note frequently of the dangers of turning away those in genuine need [Mtt 5:12; Heb 13:16;Rev 22:12]. ANY PERSON who wants to accept Christ the Lord’s Mercy and Salvation, as God the Lord sees your predicaments, may ask Jesus Christ to save you. 





Footnotes





1	All citations supra, see [ Ge 8:21-22; 18:20; 20:6; Dt 30:1-6; Nu 35:11-21; Jdg 2:15-16; 1 Sam 18:1-9; 2 Sam 2:8-11; Ezra 9:15; Ps 3:1-2; 6:1-3; 38:1; Isa 35:1ff; Jnh 4:3; Matt 5:39-44; Lk 18:11-44; 	Jn 1:1-5; Eph 4:32].


2	David’s glorious reign and never-ending dynasty was described with adumbrations to Christ’s Sovereignty. And Sovereignty meant that it will happen Christ’s way, the eternal reign of good and truth 	and Mercy, see [Jb 9:13; 20:8; Ps 86:15; 103:8-14; Prv11:5; Ecc 10:8; Isa 10:12; 60:14; Jer 6:15; Hos 4:14; Amos 8;14; Mtt 11:23; Lk 2:13; Eph 1:1ff; Rev 22:5]. 


3	The prophet Jonah despite forgetting that Jehovah’s Mercy extended His tenderheartedness to other nations who were willing to make right, had to repent. In the piéce de résistance, on the aspect 	of Mercy, the prophet Zechariah stood resolute with Jehovah against the decadent wicked culture of the [now old captured, fallen] Babylon at around 539 B.C. Zechariah warned of justice coming to 	Babylon “with no Mercy” and to the people’s ears, this meant only one thing. 10% left and 90% affluent refused to budge. Further Zechariah showed that the works of the adversary in not extending 	the Mercy of God, drew the Lord’s rebuke. The Lord clothed Joshua with clean linen and put on his head a light, white turban [Gen 20:6; Jdg 2:15; Ps 57:1-11; Jnh 4:3; Zec 3:1-6]. 


4	In contrast etymologically to the “straightness” of justice, or life’s highest standard of morals and blamelessness, another aspect is introduced and that is of divine pity, love and Grace or Mercy. 	David called to God ex post his double sin by admitting his guilt and asking for deliverance so that he might praise God. However David sought not vindication but rather he petitioned for an 	undeserved Mercy. There is a just God and we are given Salvation which is undeserved Mercy, “Not demanding justice but that the Lord would forgive all our sins”. Believers are justified not 	through faith but because of faith. Justice brought goodness and loving consideration. Mercy works love in a sense that it seems to forgive the very crimes it condemns. The Mercy evidenced in 	Jesus Christ was love that has no equal, see [Ps 112:9; 51; Hab 2:4; Mtt 1:19; Jn 15:13].  	


5	Moses was to tell the people that the sins of the father could be punished in later generations. It was a frightening thought and he encouraged repentance saying that God was merciful to those who 	showed mercy to others. Hezekiah sent letters to his subjects asking them all to repent and the Lord Jehovah heard them and sent Mercy. David sought Jehovah’s guiding Hand every day for 	Mercy. Ezra saw the differentiation between justice and the Lord’s Mercy and sought the Mercy of God.  [Ex 34:7; 2 Chr 30:9; Ezra 9:13].





Graves into Gardens  -  Elevation Worship [ft. Brandon Lake] March © 2020
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly read and publish from our Bible Study, our understanding of the Psalms that spanned over many centuries and found fulfillment in Christ our Saviour. We read from Psalm 22; 55:12-14; Psalm 68:18. The Psalms, written by many characters described through varying verses of Scripture, a wide variety of religious experience however none as critical and of such import as the topic of Our Saviour Himself who was directly or typically referenced in the Psalms via - Him the Anointed One; His Prophetic office; His Priestly-office; His Kingly-office; the full regime of Christ’s Sufferings and Death; His Blood shed; His Resurrection and Ascension1. David captured an amazingly accurate account of the description of the suffering Messiah, who endured hundreds of years later. David obviously was undergoing a great troubling situation and through suffering gained victory. He transcribed the terse event not as a complaint but as an appeal to the Lord God. Christ was treated as less than human although the treatment was prophetically prescribed long before. Christ suffered degradation; the sting of hate and rejection [even as we write this we want to weep for the world]; Christ suffered insults and was robbed of His human dignity by beasts; Christ suffered humiliation, shame and the looks from faces of His companion friends who gloated and stared into our Saviour’s perfect features. The Psalmist’s private deliverance deserved a public testimony since God had done a wonderful thing as He rescued the Saviour who promised He would publicly declare the praises of God. Jesus Christ promised He would stick by us in times of trouble and bring healing, love, acceptance and understanding. The prayers of God’s people are an ultimate weapon against the overwhelming evil of the world. His Ascension was witnessed by His disciples and others as on a cloud returning to heaven with no hindrance due to His superior authority - recorded in the Psalms “[H]e ascends the heights..”  It is significant that the Lord Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled each one of the prophetic Psalms or Psalms with typology to Christ2 and that no other person, created being nor angel will ever fulfill His role thereafter, in addition to the evidence of the Biblical Canon. The Apostles were alert to heresies that abounded and so must we be in the modern age, just as Solomon was aware when two women held up the argument for title of one baby. We need wisdom and may find it in all the Psalms. David confessed3 his sins and sacrificed to the Priest as it was expected of him. Our Saviour would have read Psalm 22 quite deeply and in fact He knew each word by heart. The ministry of the Ascended Christ, Paul echoed fully in [Ephesians 4:8] as a conqueror marching to the gates and taking tribute from the fallen city. Paul taught that Christ in His Crucifixion and Resurrection was wholly victorious over Satan. When Lord Jesus Ascended into heaven in His accomplishment borne by obedience, with great pleasure and in generous Spirit, He equipped the Church to her task and released for her wonderful gifts, that made her acceptable before God forever and on His way to secure evidential proof to God of His blood. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour Jesus Christ, descendant of King David, where Christ the Lord came with Salvation and forgiveness, may ask Jesus to save them and Scripture assures you, if you are genuine, He will.   





Footnotes





1	Almost everything that happened at the Crucifiction and most of Jesus’ words during His final hours were fulfilled by Him and are credited directly to the Psalms, along with prophets such as Isaiah 	and Zechariah. Referenced were topics such as -  	the Anointed One Ps 45:7; His Prophetic office Ps 40:6-8; His Priestly-office Ps 110:4; His Kingly-office 2:45:72;110:132:11; the full regime of 	Christ’s Sufferings Ps 22; 55:12-14; 69:20-21 and His Death Ps 22:1-21; His Blood shed Ps 94:21-23; His Resurrection Ps 16; His Ascension Ps 68:18; His return as Judge Ps 96:13].		


2	A typology was not the same as a ‘typo’ or spelling mistake nor was it a ‘patent error’ where errors are fixed unceremoniously that pertained to grammar or perhaps a comma misplacement or 	uncrossed ‘T’, New Testament typologies were advanced – i) creationally typology featured in John’s Gospel of the Genesis creation that commenced with “[I]n the beginning..”; Peter pointed 	typologically to the Paschal Lamb of God from Leviticus; Paul typologically referenced the same Bread as the Bread of Presence in the Temple, that Christ the Lord broke hours before his 	Crucifiction, saying “[T]his is My Body broken for you”, in confirmation of Presence and Messiah, as the  bread of sincerity and truth; plus critical proof that when Christ returns as His 2nd Appearance 	it will be as Judge and not Saviour since His Body has already been broken. The Exodus generation who failed and did not enter the Promised Land were a lesson to Christians for their part who 	were exhorted to take warning lest they fall, for instruction upon whom the end of the ages has come [Gen 1:1; Jn 1:1; 19:14, 36; Ps 22; Mtt 26:28; 1 Cor 10:5-12; Heb 3:7-4:13; 1 Pe 1:19; Jude 5]. 


3	Guilt plagues and worries Christians. They worry that they may have committed a sin unwittingly; acted good but had a selfish intention; or failed to put their whole heart into a task or neglected 	something that should have been acted upon. Guilt can play an important role in bringing us to Christ and in keeping us behaving appropriately but it should not cripple us or make us unduly fearful. 	God’s forgiveness is full and complete – even to those sins for which we are unaware.


	 


Your Love O Lord, reaches to the Heavens  -  Third Day © 2012    	 





Praise be to the Lord where His believers, right where they are, engage in telling people about the Lord Jesus Christ’s Salvation..
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue to read Psalm 2 where King David inscribed not only his coronation but that of Messiah. The role of David, 2nd King of Israel was not always idyllic and fun, however he was mostly known for steering Israel away from their rejection of Covenant law; Canaanite depravities and idolatry; and for uniting the nation. David’s faith began as a shepherd boy, “precious over his father’s charges” in dramatic contrast to the vain, egotistical asset-collecting Saul - no better place for David to learn “the fear of God” than in his youth1 faced with an enormous male lion or unpredictable and clumsy bear. David was described by the Lord “[a]s a man after My own heart”2 and upon reading Psalm 23 the last thing on one’s mind was his purity, however remember contextually in those days at around 1010 B.C. almost unlimited power was connected to the temptations of the day and Scripture prefers to countenance David’s fear of God as authentic, that when Nathan confronted him in re his sin, he saw it as a quick reminder that God’s purposes stood unchanging. The deep grief and confession of Psalm 51 proved that David had soberly prepared himself for the impending significant doctrine of consequence and life school-of-learning there-after. David was anointed King in three3 instances - i) privately; ii) King over the Tribe of Judah not the N confederacy; iii) King over all Israel.  David’s praise of the Messiah was prophetic in that Christ’s reign commenced at around AD 30-35 after His Crucifiction and Resurrection with eschatoglogical fulfillment. The sufficiency and superiority of Jesus Christ was confirmed wholly by the author/s of Hebrews [ch 1-4]4 prior to AD 70 not excluding the marvellous heritage passed down to believers of the amazing New Covenant terms. Two of Scriptures’ famous recordals of David were - i)His fierce love for the Almighty displayed in the encounter against Goliath. The manner of war-craft was such that in order to guage outcomes of battles, save villages, lives and stock, twelve men from two combatant nations went “head-to-head” in a physical battle, with the overall winner bearing the victory crown for their “victorious nation”5. ii) Nathan’s fearless denunciation6 of David’s double sin against Uriah and the parable in which it was couched.  David further wrote elegies, poems and love-songs to Yahweh including the lovely elegy in “sprung rhythm” about the tragedy at Gilboa that pertained to Saul who succumbed to war and David’s deep brotherhood affection for the faithful Johnathan, who always spoke the truth to David, [2 Sa 1:19-27]. It is imperative to note David at no stage consulted the dead - instead he devoted and pledged himself to Yahweh. At around AD 33-35 the Apostles Peter and John ex post Pentecost prayed citing David’s prophecy of nations who “plotted against the Lord” where the Lord laughed7 because it resembled a child trying to out-do its parents. Paul described foundationary faith8 for forgiveness in making right with God and to gifts of Spiritual Grace. ANY PERSON who wishes to know Jesus the Messiah, Son of David, King of Kings Crucified - may ask Him to rescue your soul from upcoming Judgment, and He will if you believe in Him.





Footnotes


1	Youth, filial obedience, athleticism, skillful musicianship and love for Jehovah God were core components of David’s nature that combined with opportunities handed to him by Jehovah, see [1 	Sam 13:14;16; 1 Ki 2 read with 1 Chr 2:2-29].  


2	At around AD 29 Jesus’ actions fulfilled the words of Zechariah, plus the blind man and celebratory crowds joyously referenced the Saviour as a member of His ancestor David’s royal line – a 	greeting that proffered insights into families centuries and centuries previously who remained true to Almighty God. At around 4 B.C. Simeon and Anna held the babe, the Saviour and noted by 	Simeon a thank you to God the Lord for the “Dayspring that visited the earth”; and for the long-awaited Messiah, see [1 Sa 17:12; Jer 33:15-17; Zec 9:9; Mtt 21:2-4; Lk 2:4-11; 2:36-38; 3:30].  


3	See the proof Scripture embarked upon at [1 Sa 16:13; 2 Sam 2:4; 5:5:1-3].  


4	See the proof Scripture embarked upon at [Heb 1-4].	 


5	The “Philistine incident” changed everything. Their war-lords originated from Ammon, NE of the Dead Sea. Goliath was son of Lot’s daughter by him and the remaining four were a mix of Gath and a 	tinge of Cretan root [whom Paul categorized as “beasts”]. As migrants to the coast, they took occupation of five sleepy cities from Ghazza dotted around up to Joppa and commenced a  	protracted territorial history of allotment, seizure, territory re-taken, capture - with miles of ethnic considerations that compounded to have a profoundly negativing effect against the Children of Israel 	at around 1010 B.C., see [Josh 15:45-46; 1 Sa 17:4; Jn 19:30-37; Titus 1,2; Rev 19:20].   


6	David’s indignation at the frailty of one pet sheep and shock and remorse at his own blindness. Nevertheless sin was sin and the best lesson to learn from the saga was that the Lord as a 	Judge – i) always has Justice on His mind and if sin had to be confronted then so be it; ii) the Lord’s loving-kindness led David into repentance and in the New Testament our Saviour revealed the 	breadth, width, length and height of God’s love in His forgiveness for Peter and Paul; iii) David’s confession for sin afforded for believers a treasure-trove of Spiritual insight as to the horrible effects 	of sin and how the forgiven recovered their Spiritual sanity and composure; iv) to the Lord God’s understanding, there was more value in a soul confessed than in all the gold the wealthy could pile 	up in the rooms of their empires, see [2 Sa 12; Ps 51; Jn 21:15-23; Ro 2:4; Gal 5:22].


7	The Table of Nations included a body of cultures and creeds, evolved from Adam and Eve, each generative succession prior to Noah, lasting for over 900 years. Scripture inscribed the  	only criteria of significance to the Lord God regarding all rulers – obedience brought blessing; carnal disobedience brought death, famine, war, grief and prayers that would never be heard.  If one 	must choose to put confidence in either God or the nations – choose the Lord God! As Creator, the Most High was well aware of all the empires that would exist, when the earth was shapeless, a 	chaotic mass and long before the first particle of vapour was felt from His Presence on our earth, one of billions of galaxies that evolved over billions of years. The leaders’ rantings at the Lord to 	form their own empires without Him was recorded plainly in Scripture. However just as a fish was not free when it left the water, so these rulers were not really free since they needed to walk by the 	Almighty’s Light for the eternal good and acknowledgement of God’s superiority was the only way [Gen 6:1-13; 9:1ff; 11:1ff;Josh 4+7; Jdg 5; Isa 31:1; Acts 4:25;  Ro 1:1-4; 1:18-21; Rev 15:4; 21:24 ].   8	Confirmation from Scripture that forgiveness produced character traits Spiritually pleasing to God both in 1010 B.C. and at around AD 57 in the form of Grace, see [Gal 5:22].	 	


More Than Anything  -  Natalie Grant, from the album “Be One” © 2015
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Graeme and his wife Vel didactically expound on the book of Psalms, a book that contained important Spiritual mega-themes that strengthened its authors such as King David, the sons of Korah, Asaph and a few unknown authors, in addition to followers of Christ in His Church with - voluntary praise to the Lord God; the power of God; actions and prayers; Lord God’s power to forgive and cause forgiveness while we were dead in our sins; the nature of thankfulness and trust, the Living God is not alone in heaven - hosts of heaven’s armies worship the Mighty God and His angels serve Him eternally and with music. We turn to read Psalm 1. David who worshipped God truthfully under Lord God’s Spirit1 in total adoration and he considered the contrast between the faithful and faithless. David’s opening announcement portrayed a God who neither judged nor was without mercy towards sinners and that He blessed them and forgave them who repented. To them who had fallen into sin, God promised redemption from Day 1 and in its parallel of history the Psalms were wide and rich in their comparisons of mankind’s communications and actions towards God. David wrote of how the company “of the Jehovah of all joy” and His Word, should be meditated upon, however knowing God’s Word was the first step towards applying it to everyday life and the more the believer basked in the glory of God’s Presence the more the Spirit of Joy was cultivated. When Scripture promised “everything you do shall prosper” it did not mean immunity from failure or disappointments; nor was it a guarantee of health, wealth and happiness. As a tree soaked up water and bore its luscious fruit, God’s wisdom had application and the fruit2 it bore received God’s approval3. David encouraged4 his readers to focus on the Lord’s goodness and think about how they might follow Him more closely so that in the long run, true prosperity would be found in knowing the true value of Yahweh’s Word and the Word promised obedience would be remembered and chaff would be discarded.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour day by day may pray to God Almighty and request Lord Jesus’ Grace is given to you as you confess your sins to Him. 





Footnotes





1	Right at the outset, a critical criteria for proof of the Presence of the Holy Spirit upon David and to his anointing, was that the Lord’s Spirit ushered in repentance for sin that enabled David to follow 	the Lord God’s advice on a daily basis and that allows us in the Church to take in and apply the Lord’s Word into our lives safely, see [Ps 1:1-2].	 


2	A believer actually suffered pain [Syneidēsis] when he or she had committed wrong. David described the forgiven conscience as a “pure joy and delight”. In the modern Church, Christ’s righteous 	guidance by the Lord’s Holy Spirit educated believers in the “newness of life” and in heart obedience to the Two Commandments condensed by our High Priest and it is interesting that King David 	referenced an obedient heart even under the Lord God’s Law, see [Isa 1;13-20; Romans 7:15; 8:2; see also Spiritual Belief 2016 at pg 2 fn 2]. 


3	David was an organizer who arranged not only Temple service into a highly structured activity of building, funds and materials, but that glorified Yeshua through administration and arranged 	worship services that created an environment that freed up the Lord’s people to respond to Him. David also organized co-high priests and 24 groups of priests who served annually. The modern 	Church has structures akin to those that created joy, smooth and effective service, where we remember Our Father who is in heaven and His “Right arm that worked His Salvation for Him – Christ the 	Lord – our King of Righteousness [Nu 18:32; 1 Chr 22:1-19; 23:1-11; Mtt 16:18; 21:42; Lk 4:16; Jn 3:16; Ac 2:46-47; 15:2-3; Eph 2:19-21; 1 Tim 3:8-16; 6:17-19; 2 Tim 4:1-2; Heb 10:25; Rev 1:9:2].  


4	Generally, anthropologically, David’s true conviction at around 997 B.C. and service to Yahweh was extended to his [cognate] household so that Lord God’s morals and values might be evidenced. 	God wanted to be involved in every aspect of David’s life including when David was anxious. He delighted in David’s heart and He took care of the families and granted David’s eyes to open plus He 	granted David access to His Presence. It is quite clear here there is a substantially wider meaning intended by the Scripture that Lord God intended for His chosen people to be “a nation of priests” 	who dealt directly with God and who turned to show others God’s ordinances.  


	 


  	 


Lead Me To the Cross – vocal by Wendy Green, this compilation by Andy Green, Primotrax for Rhema South Africa, 10000 Reasons, written by Brooke Fraser  © 2012    
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Graeme and his wife Vel in our weekly Bible study give full effect in Part IV, to Lord God’s forethought that determined - Christ’s Salvation through the purity of the vessel of His Children of Israel; in facilitation of the actual Temple and further through the non-static “living” Temple; to His Salvation as a means of undeserved Grace and future adornment; and where accordingly the City of God, Jerusalem would eschatologically receive peoples from all nations in coherent worship and praise for the Lord God Almighty. We read from Zechariah 3:8 to 4:14; Micah 5:3-8; Acts 7:49-50. In context, the returnees from exile were replenished, revived and sang new songs of praise to the Lord; while the Children of Israel who had resided in Jerusalem had inter-mixed, were religiously lukewarm and stood in their own praise. Post-exilic, under the framework of devotion to God, Zechariah1 and Haggai [exemplified in Nehemiah and Ezra] at around 516 B.C. - 537 B.C. were two prophets who reflected Israel’s sinful condition, chiromancy and religious indifference  and simultaneously portrayed a remarkable pattern of God’s justification by Grace. Ezra reduced to writing his depiction of perfect conformation to God’s express customs and Will, at around 520 B.C. to 475 B.C. The initial message from Zechariah announced the rebuilding of the Temple and its walls; the metaphysical Crowning of the high priest; the day of the Messiah and His  Salvation that would be the catalyst for building a place for God to dwell, accomplished not by human hands, lest any should boast - ‘[N]ot by might, nor by power but by My Spirit2 says the Lord”; Zechariah’s fulmination was of the Lord’s canvassed contempt due to religious hypocrisy; a call to repentance; and the Lord’s promise of a small remnant restoration where not a Canaanite would be living in His House; a Call to rejoice at God’s wondrous signs where no more would there be loss and a bar from privilege. The Messiah’s reign would be as glorious as His final Judgment against nations who rejected Him. Prophetic elements of the Messianic age were - i) the Messiah would come in lowliness; He would be known as the Prince of Peace; He would deal decisively with sin “in one day”3 and thus open up a Fountain for cleansing; ii) the period thereafter would encompass the Holy Spirit where Lord God would be praised continuously; iii) the Shepherd would be forsaken by His own sheep - alluded to by the Lord Himself at around AD 28 “the Rock the builders rejected has became the Capstone”; iv) the Lord will be seen by every eye at the tremendous battle at the City of God, where Christ would come with His saints and subsequently, living waters would flow from Jerusalem. In the contents of Zechariah’s prophecy, the scope of the new dawn4 extended over Jerusalem immediately thereafter in a period of peace and afterwards a time of confused flattering egos, inflicted incursions, vicissitudes, in-house revolts, infidelities and selfish disobedience caused abandonment, wars and attempted forced culture changes right up to the period at around 4 B.C. of our Lord’s birth, that by God’s Spirit5, the elected One in glory came to bring His little Flock and mankind back to the Holiness of the Lord God. ANY PERSON whose heart rejoices and turns to Jesus Christ may ask Him for Father God’s Salvation and receive forgiveness for their sins then further serve Lord God and praise Him always, everyday.   





Footnotes


1	The Messiah brought Grace. Interestingly, in Hebrew the word “lamech” spoke of a young man, stronger than most. Jesus the Lord was celebrated as the “Lamb that was slain”  -  the object of 	outward formulaic obedience for cleansing. The word ‘lam’ was incorporated in ‘Lamb’.  In order to accomplish Salvation, the Lord God thus chose and enabled Jesus of Nazareth, a particularly 	unusually physically strong young man who faced ferocious opposition and was victorious, for our benefit [Mtt 27:23; Mk 15:24; Lk 24:20; Jn 19:23; 1 Cor 1:23; Ro 6:6; Gal 2:20; Rev 11:8].


2	The bricks and mortar Temple foundation was accomplished with unceasing praises to the Lord and so was the building of the foundation of the “living Temple”. Isaiah, a prophet who saw God as 	being the highest and Holy One, recorded how the Satan in his office of managing the praises of God had overstepped his office as he attempted to steer the people’s praises away from Lord God 	to himself and was rejected forthwith. The gift of the Holy Spirit came by way of talent, ability, strength and leadership with desire and power to function. The onus was on believers to keep fellowship 	with the Lord Jesus and seek ways to thank and praise God the Father, [1 Chr 16:25; Ezra 3:10,11,13; Ps 84:1;126:6; Isa 61:3; Jer 31:13; Ezek 28:11-19; Zech 9:14-17; 14:12; Rev 21:4].  


3	Most of us will never ever know the terrible shame and suffering of being penniless and naked in a public place, however Jesus the Lord’s sufferings Scripture remarkably and astoundingly predicted 	at around 1015 B.C., 537 B.C., 682 B.C. - hundreds of years before the event of His glorious Cross and planned before the foundation of the earth, see[Isa 53; Mic 	5:2; Zeph 3:16-18; Zech 3:9]. 


4	Zechariah saw the king place ‘wickedness’ back into its basket and return it speedily from whence it came. On a linguistics note, the word “Shebat” was gleaned from the Persian lexicon	and had agricultural significance since it defined the first gentle November rains. The Myrtle’s lush, gentle, diminutive green-purple substantial showers of leaves and flowers the Lord gave as an 	sign that God’s Grace would never be cut off. The Myrtle leaves resembled hands that continually praised God. The Hebrew Olive tree was first introduced into Scripture as a sign to Noah 	after 40 days of waiting for growth. Olive trees were valuable, conspicuous features of the hill countryside and were a breath-taking portrayal of lovely tones of friendship and peace. They were 	highly esteemed and aside from the unguent preparation, they were etymologically ‘righteousness’ - however to become prolific they had to be grafted. This was the very subject Paul referenced 	where growth and eschatological support the Gentiles would bring, being grafted onto the Branch. The Capstone was the stone, the very Branch that held and supported Christ’s “living Church” 	where the Lord walked among her members with power and authority in their keeping surrender before God, in pristine state for further use, [Zec 9, 14;Mk 7:1-2; Lk 22:44;Jn 15:4; Ro 11:7,24-	28;Heb 12:2; Rev 1:11-13]. 


5	The Love of God knows no bounds. Nothing on earth or in the heavens has any likeness that comes close to His brilliance, integrity, faithfulness, kindness, steadfast planning and wonderful love, 	joy, faith and sheer Mighty determination to initiate the job and finish His elaborate plans to Love - firstly to the Jews, since through them His Will traversed and they were His people and then to the  	Gentiles whose lives were “Living letters written in Christ who is Almighty God’s Son”, who were blessed since they believed without seeing Him, they trusted Him, His Son and Spirit [Lk 5:13; 	10:27ff; Jn 1:3-5; 3:16; 14:21; 21:15-17; Ro 12:9; 12:19-21; Eph 3:17-19; Heb 12:5-1; 1 Jn 4:8; Rev 2:6].  


Rock of our Salvation  -  Bright City © 2017    
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue our examination in Part III of the doctrine of “pre-destination” over men and women in mankind’s history and recorded1 in narrow terms the wide variety of life-lessons they learned. We read et passim from Genesis 12:1-3; Ezra 7:1-27; Esther 4:14; Ezra 7:1; 9:1-15; Luke 2:9,13, 25-33, 36, 40; 1 Pe 3:6. History has assured the Church that Lord God wanted more for us than to just “drift through”, and an example is taken from the greed of man that walked into what at first appeared to be “captivating situations” however that turned into sinful surroundings that took them far away from God’s design for them. Scripture pointed to personal commitment to God and not a person’s achievement that completed the task as a servant of God. The patriarchs were just ordinary people like us who lived their lives trying to please God. Possessions can be destroyed, new things lose lustre, relationships can be broken and death is inevitable for every person. Their perseverance came through God’s Strength. In the occurrence of the Israelites [God’s name He gave them that He responded to] during both the exile and post-exilic periods, God’s servants willingly knew and practised His Words and taught them to others as application was effective and saved many lives. God saves only what is His and it takes man awhile to process Scripture however we all realise that everything the obedient do is woven into God’s ongoing plan, conceived according to their own personal encounter2 with God. God has a purpose for every situation and He promises to reward good works in His name. The Israelites, even as they encountered the reign of good and wicked kings for more than twenty years were enlightened by the prophets that God was not slow in bringing about retribution - there would be an immense “return” for the wicked. When God’s people felt discouraged or felt their “payoff” was too far away, Yahweh always intervened where it would do the most good. The Salvation of Christ showed us that God’s control went far beyond the immediate situation of utter chaos post-Ezra and the commencement of the Rome period. God chooses to answer when He will, He is not bound by what people think, He can stretch the limits and cause unheard-of events to occur, no-one can ultimately thwart God’s plans. Lord God planned to take away our sins and mistakes and turn them into faith as He responded to Christ His Son, although from at around 430 B.C., after a long wait the Lord Jesus’ birth was experienced by the faithful few and their generations. God’s answer was that mankind can be redeemed back to Him, He had the final say no matter how much division in the City of God. At around AD 30, in the Garden of Gethsemane, our Saviour faced the Temple guards and they collapsed to the floor, however Peter’s attempt to defend the Lord was halted in the light of the powerful Words Christ the Lord spoke “[T]ake away your sword and permit it that God’s plan unfolds”. Satan tried to make things go horribly wrong but the Saviour, at the right moment stepped up His intense focus on only One Plan - God’s Will, God’s Way - and went to the Cross. Panic is not part of God’s plan. It is a subsidiary over-anticipation of an event that may or may not happen. The Lord’s plan for Moses began with a small rod however Moses had over-extended his thoughts and panicked about the supposed general non-acceptance of the Israelites to his leadership capacity. In the New Testament the saints of Christ are advised to pray in the midst of their panic - the friendship you have with the Lord Jesus is a treasure - let Him be the One to supply your courage, confidence and resource at the right moment. Jesus our Saviour Counselled “[D]o not worry, let each day conduct its own cares, tomorrow will take care of itself”. It was further pre-arranged by God that earthly power brought neither peace nor security as king Herod3 and the wicked found out when their kingdoms began to wobble. No-one can prevent God’s plans from being carried out. The end of the period of Grace will happen that will even include nations due for judgment, no matter which wicked ten nations try to prevent it. Satan is permitted with limited power to undermine the saints’ contentment but a mightier, far more powerful authority exists. Satan unfortunately through time has mistakenly underestimated the breadth of Father God’s mercy. ANY PERSON who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus for Salvation will receive from the Lord Jesus where you ask Him, then share the message of God’s Love with others. 





Footnotes


1	All citations [Gen 1:2;  12:1-3;Ex 4:1-5; Ezra 7:1-10:16; Neh 8:1-12:36; Esther 4:14; Isa 4:4; 11:2; 61:1; Hos 12:3-5; Zech 12:10; Mtt 2:1-22; 6:25;10:20;  Luke 1:5; Ac 3:13; Ro 1:4; 4:19; Ro 8:2,15; 	9:11-13; Gal 4:6; Hebr 11:9-21; 1 Pe 1:11; 3:6; 4:14; Rev 13:10-17; 16:19; 18:6; 19:10]. 


2	There was much power and authority around in that scene. Jesus the Saviour had prayed to His Father so intensely that He sweat blood; and was strengthened considerably since Scripture 	related the soldiers fell hopelessly to the floor before Him in the presence of God Almighty. A slashed ear Jesus touched and healed with power and the Saviour and Lord was aware of 72000 	mighty angels on standby who awaited any form of signal from Him [hardly insignificant a number]. Jesus led the way of obedience like no other man before [Jn 18:10ff; Thank You Lord Jesus]. 


3	Could wickedness around the world have been prevented? Could the people of the day have effected changes? We have history to learn from and pray to God to assist us which He has already 	done by pre-planned warnings, a few being – to remain obedient to God and keep the love-flame for Lord Jesus burning fiery-white and when not to permit a mark on the forehead or hand, see 	[Rev 8:4; 13:3; 14:12; 18:19,23]. 


	


The Servant King  -  Classical Praise Orchestra from “Kendrick Gold the Collection”  Thankyou music, produced by C.Ryan Dunham © 2017        


I Choose To Worship  -  Dennis and Noelene Prince from the album Most PopularWorship, an Integrity music compilation for Rhema RSA © 2008
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Graeme and his wife Vel follow Scripture’s teaching on the doctrine of God’s pre-destination, where in Part II we read from the Old Testament at Job ch 38-41; Psalm 147:8f and clarified, God was the Ruler of and gave freely - i) all nature and natural forces1, ii) wild wondrous animals, iii) happenings in the world, some provided, others permitted, 


iv) thunderstorms, v) plagues, vi) the death of a sparrow, vii) the fall of a lot, viii) physical life - to give and take away, ix) health and sickness, x) prosperity and adversity. He has marked out the events and the lot of every person. He is the Lord of Creation, Lord of Lords, Lord who created perfection, Lord who loves humans enough to save them; and in the centre of the harsh realities of life He remains the Sovereign Lord whose pre-arranged Plans would last forever. The Lord God’s divine intervention is over the created order that proclaimed His wisdom, power, glory, mercy and goodness2. The regularity of the natural order is entirely dependant upon Almighty God’s divine will and Scripture found no difficulty whatsoever in recording the Lord God and Lord Jesus’ many miraculous acts, as He does what He will in this earth, in the world, in our lives - nothing is too hard for Him.; and the man, in the face of this revelation who does not acknowledge God is without excuse. Scripture consistently presented the Lord God as fulfilling His kindly purposes in nature as a matter for the highest praise in itself, in addition regarding the fulfillment of His gracious promises concerning that realm. Scripture encouraged New Testament believers in the genus of faith required within settings of natural occurrences and a good example was exegeted from the prevailing famine that became a catastrophe at around 1450 B.C. to 1410 B.C. in the Old Testament, where the lesson was learned by a large family, that no-one could ever thwart the plans of God. Moreover, when the wicked planned evil with potential to harm people, the Lord retained the power to turn even that to good, since He was not dictated to by anyone nor any created thing or anything created. God’s plans were revealed often through the history of man3 and in the instance, God remained in control throughout. Jacob did not know God’s plan for reparation between him and Joseph through Benjamin, thus no matter what was promised, Jacob clung stubbornly to his decision until the need for relief from the suffering and pressure of a natural famine [permitted by the Lord] forced Jacob into conceding an impactful point. The Lord is the beginning and the end. At times, through unusual or ordinary circumstances of nature, the Lord’s plan generally started small e.g. a nursed child placed into a reed cradle coated with tar; small acts of courage overcoming step by step4; by concentration on God’s power through storms, famine, war5, exile, the likes of Moses, Joseph, Ezra, Nehemiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel under God’s guidance both before and post exile, would see a way out and sometimes believers were required by the Lord to put on hold their own agenda indefinitely in order for the Lord’s work to be accomplished. ANY PERSON who wishes to say “Saviour of the Living God, kindly give me Salvation by faith”, receives Lord Jesus’ Grace. Then may you please thank the Lord for saving your soul. 


 


Footnotes


1	The wonderful rich beauty of nature is most definitely inscribed as an allegory for Christ’s Spiritual beauty and love; and our imaginative ingenuity compares the beauty of fruit of the trees to Christ’s 	Spiritual fruit, Spiritual adornment, banners of Spiritual declarations, the purity and elation of a flower’s sweet fragrance, love, joy, gladness, testimony and Christ’s spotlessness. We are meant to 	see Christ’s beauty in everything and to praise and love Him authentically. Every beautiful colour, petal, tendril, stem, hue of sky, sunrise and sunset is a masterful setting with an aura of stability and 	nobility that displays the flawless goodness and kindness of the Lover of your Soul, the Lamb that was slain, see in seriatim [Ps 29; Ex 7:3-11:10; 12:29ff; Mtt 10:29; Joel 2:25; Prov 16:33; Ge 2:17; 	1 Sa 1:27; 2 Sa 12:19;Jb 1:21; Ps 102:23; 104:29-30; 127:3; Ezek 24:16; Dn 5:23; Dt 7:15; 28:27,60; Am 3:6; Isa 45:7; Ps 8:1f; 19:1-6; Acts 14:16; Ro 1:19f; Jer 31:35ff; 33:19-26; Rev 5:6,9 ].  


2	“[T]he glory, majesty, power and authority comes through Him, Jesus Christ our Lord, the Lamb that was slain before all ages, now and forevermore be to the Lord God Almighty”; and as sung by 	Miriam, “[M]arvellous are Your works O Lord God Almighty, Just and True are Your ways O King of the saints! Who shall not fearYou O Lord and glorify Your Name, for You alone are holy, for all 	nations shall come and worship before You..for Your Judgments have been manifested” sang the heavenly throngs before the Ancient of Days, see [Ex 15:20; Dn 7:9; Rev 16:7].


3	Joseph, famous for his ministerial famine relief strategies, at the sight of young Benjamin standing amongst his brothers was instantly aware of the significant cost borne by the aged man their 	father in letting go. In this heart-rending situation Joseph, as “2IC” to the king - and we know this since a) he ate alone, and b) he was empowered with ministerial authority over the entire 	land which meant he knew of every person’s comings and goings - but not in a reckless manner since he had kept His ethics, morals and truth in co-operation with the Lord God - however here he 	was faced with the Superior power of Almighty God and knew it with thanks. At a later time in history, around 550 B.C. another strong, faithful young man who had worked his way up foreign ranks 	as a faithful servant of God, was summoned by the king who posed the question to him “[I]s it possible for you to interpret the dream I had?” Since no man presently standing around the king could 	interpret his dream, Daniel acknowledged God’s pre-destination and proceeded to be helpful to the king, see [Ge 43:6-34;45:4-8; Dan 2]. 


4	The second half of the book of possibly one of the most astute prophets regarding technical prophecy, soliliquoy and poetry concerning the Suffering Messiah, Isaiah was utterly devoted as he 	inscribed how Lord God’s particular astounding power would save and purchase back souls. In the New Testament it was predestined that at around AD 26 a man would announce the one and 	same amazing Saviour whose inner character was perfect and obedience, quite frankly was stronger than anything ever known.  John the Baptist called for people to straighten out their lives and 	give up their selfish way of living since the Lamb who took away the sins of the world, would call for all people to renounce their sins and actively seek out God’s forgiveness, [Mk 1:2-10].   


5	David at around 1025 B.C. chose various patterns of protection for Israel during droughts; and sourced is an interesting physical aspect of siege-craft he and his men employed and protected a 	nation’s water. David chose a defensive site - a steep isolated hill with panoramic view of surrounding highways, where slopes countered battering-rams and simultaneously whose heights 	prevented ambush from its flank. Invaders, knowing full well what was stored beneath, attempted excavation into the inner centre of the hill - and saw too late, the prepared two waves of five-and-	five archers David the anointed had ordered, who stood poised and ready to rain down their arrows [1 Chr 6:59; Ps 23;Ps 91].   	


	 


King of Wonders  -  Tim Hughes, Joel Houston, Matt Redman in CompassionArt © 2008
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Graeme and his wife Vel follow Scripture’s teaching on the doctrine of God’s pre-destination, and in this Part I, we read from Genesis 1:1-3, 26; Acts 4:27-30; Rev 1:8. Pre-destination was defined as the Sovereignty of God over man, in such a way that freedom of will is preserved. Its structure consisted of two major concepts - A) pre-destination was prepared expressly within the special relationship of Almighty God, Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit, agreed on oath in God’s own Name, that God was all-powerful in the Universe and has predestined the course of human history and lives of individuals; B) predestination of human events did not eliminate human choice and it was reserved for God’s mind alone how His Sovereignty could be maintained while simultaneously human freedom preserved. The wider cosmos and distribution of His creational government was most conveniently subsumed under the general heads of “providence” and the Lord purposed with foresight an overflowing bounty, goodwill and unmatched control over the history of mankind that could never ultimately be thwarted. Moses referenced “I Am” and Isaiah referenced “The Everlasting Father, Wonderful Counsellor, Prince of Peace and Mighty God” and the Trinity was recognized at Christ’s baptism and Transfiguration. The entire Creation moved within the purpose of God to bring it wholly into completion and conformity1 to His will.  The doctrine of pre-destination thus did not mean that God was unjust, deciding that some would be saved while others would be lost, since mankind via Adam and Eve sinned2 by free choice however due to obedience, came under God’s powerful mighty favour. His Salvation He purposed, is still free for everyone who would believe.  Generally, the Old Testament [“OT”] lacked expressions such as “pre-destination” as an abstract and generalized form however inscribed was “He ordered, He purposed and He determined” every natural course and the course of men3. In the New Testament [“NT”] in Acts, Romans, Corinthians and Ephesians, the English word ‘predestined’ meant to “mark out” a service or event beforehand, “decreed by God”, “prepared beforehand’ “pre-arranged”, “foreknew” and “His prior resolve”4 - meanings that flowed from One Source - the “pre-arranged Mercy of God” that came via Christ’s Grace5. Blessings from the God and Father of our Lord Jesus were pre-destined to redound6 to those who loved7 Him, into eternity.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know  [in other words, it is a voluntary decision] the Redeemer Jesus Christ, God’s outstretched right arm, may turn and respectfully ask Jesus prayerfully to kindly save you by His Grace. 


  


Footnotes		


1	The Children of Israel were restricted only in the need to comply and it bears mention that their choice for changes was not borne from poverty 	since they were blessed by God, the language they 	were faced with was understood; in most parts they went against parental traditional choice and it was an “educated” choice that emanated from nations that conquered them. Isaiah warned them 	their silver and gold on the Day of the Lord, would be left to the moles and bats! [Isa  2:20, 17:8;Jer 51:47; Mic 5:13; Zech 13:2].


2	Unfortunately Cain refused God’s pre-planned way of sin removal and he was admonished while Abel his brother’s offering to be cleansed from his parents’ sins and his own was approved by God 	as a “good enough” offering. Much later at around 571 B.C. Ezekiel prophesied that it was ordered by the Lord Almighty that one day He would entirely wipe away all of the sins and offences and 	willful sins that weighed down His Children of Israel which was confirmed amazingly by Peter the Apostle at around AD 35 after Pentecost, whose statement was “receive forgiveness of sin through 	His name” and wonderfully portrayed as “Lord Jesus, the sinner’s Friend”. This was certainly further proved by Paul the Apostle as the power of God to forgive was 	reflected in the baptism of 	“Crispus the synagogue ruler and his entire family” – a most significant issue to Paul and all his birth-brethren since as a nation collective, the new Era introduced a clear departure from “family 	sins” if applied individually, to Everlasting Father’s mighty command that each individual bear his own responsibilities before God. Scripture took the principle even further by demonstrating that on 	the Lord’s prescribed Day, it would be better to have no sin before God and therefore Christ’s provision more than adequately and with understanding was to be gratefully appropriated – the 	consequences too horrible to imagine if it weren’t, see [Gen 3:21; 4:6-12; Lev 16:30; Ps 19:13; 51:5; Ezk 36:33; Mtt 11:19; 	Rev 1:4-	7,17; 5:5,9; 11:1ff; 18:21; 19:1f]. 


3	Who was this Angel of the Lord that went with the prepared Israelites and how did He know the pre-planned location? [Ex 17:1-7; 23:20; Mtt 17:3-5].      


4	Which is the reason the true prophet’s predictions came true, since he predicted according to the pre-destined doctrine of God.  The  Apostles would certainly never have accepted any advice  	from a non-believer who rejected the doctrine “Jesus Christ came in the flesh”. The Lord God has purposed His comfort and strength to His Church, see [Gen 1;1,2, 26; Ex 23:20; 33:1; Mtt 	13:35; 25:34; 26:20; Lk 22:22; Acts 1:24-26; 2:23; 4:28; Ro 8:29-30; 11:2; 1 Cor 2:7; Eph 1:5,12; 2 Tim 2:21; Heb 1:1-4:131 Pe 1:2; 2Jn :6]. 


5	This was a far cry from the subjective elasticity of worldly wisdom that flowed from syncretism and was rejected by the Apostles at around AD 49 to AD 95 as being false. Christ’s Grace charged 	believers that if we love someone the way Christ loved we would be willing to forgive and would be willing to pass onto others His Grace, remembering that Grace was undeserved favour, no-one 	worked for it and none could take the credit. To them who deliberately led God’s Children astray the Apostles advised the people do not let them into their Home Churches, see [Ro 12:17; 2 Cor 	8:21; 1 Tim 5:8; 1&2 John].  


6	The purpose for Creation was not confined to the opening chapters of Genesis but referenced widespread in both Testaments and attributed solely to the Three Persons of the Trinity in eight 	creative acts based on what God the Lord spoke.  Proponents of “ Pantheism, dualism, deism, determinism, chance, fate” 	attempted to absorb their false worldly god’s into the Lord’s Sovereign 	rational controlling power and failed due to the fact the insubordinated idea was not predestined by God, see [Ge 1:1ff; Ps 33:6; Isa 40:26; 44:24; Jn 1:1f; Acts 17:24; 1 Pet 3:18-22; Rev 18:1ff].	


7	Lord God had already prepared Matthias and at this first Church business meeting the 11 disciples and 120 others primarily sought God without running ahead of Him, [Ge 18:14; Lk 8:19; Acts 	2:24,25; 	Ro 13:14; 2 Cor 10:13].  	


Mighty to Save  -  Michael W. Smith, Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan from the album A New Hallelujah © 2008.


The One Who Saves  -  BenFielding, Hillsong music © 2014.





He who has ears to hear, let him listen. Matthew 11:15; Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith.. Heb 12:2
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Graeme and his wife Vel share the readings from Matthew 18:3; Mk 9:38-41 where we see Scripture promoted the identity of Christ, upheld the value of His teachings and the development of the faith with protective properties towards the Church who lived their belief in the shadow of Christ’s glory. At around AD 27 in the midst of greeting the crowds, His enjoyment of personal encounters and preaching Truth, the Lord noted those who stood around Him were worldly and He had interesting things to point out. Their minds were not competent for His truth, since no matter what Jesus taught them, they took the opposing view “..[y]ou belong to the world here below, but I come from on High1”. This distinguished the Lord as One who acted according to the works of His heavenly Father, from them who pursued worldly things. They were sub-sumed under the complex sin-condemnation-death structure and embraced the platform of the whole cult area where they had built nothing of lasting value in heaven. As He watched the children play the game “Wedding” the Lord likened the situation around Him to the children’s game, “[W]hen I played ‘Wedding’ for you, you did not rejoice with me nor were you joyful - instead you mourned and cried”. As He denounced their inability to please God, as sin, the Lord pronounced a bleak truth over them - they were unable to change their character or act differently from it due to the fact, natural man was powerless2 in knowing the things of the Spirit of God, which meant further that they would not praise God3. In our Lord’s prayer before the Crucifiction, He requested of Father God that His disciples’ remain in the world, that their acts of “new affection” would have expulsive power of the Holy Spirit and as Scripture indicated, the tally of eschatological suffering endured by the righteous as their period developed, empowered the Church. Scripture was consistent in its warnings against the world. Isaiah, who wrote with excellent literary skills and good vocabulary, took positive steps towards enlightening those who carried the vessels of the Lord, to refrain from mixing with unclean things of the world that were “corrupt in bondage”. He expounded that holiness came expressly from obedience. David addressed anti-nomian arrogance of them who stated “[t]here is no God”, saying they were foolish. Solomon perceived there was no doubt that man’s affections - feelings of love and desire - dictated to a great extent how he lived and how his time was managed and Solomon’s prescription was humble, “[L]ook straight ahead, keep your eyes fixed on the goal of the fear of the Lord and praise Him for working through all the matters of your life”. Paul at around AD 84, established “purity” was as natural as turning away from sin and turning towards God. To young Titus, Paul wrote classicly on the implications of why some people saw good around them, while others delighted to see evil. It was axiomatic, “[o]nly those who had Christ in control of their heart could see the good and develope seeing good even amidst evil, however the wicked saw only evil - even in the midst of goodness. A helpful strand of advice proffered for believers was to fill one’s mind with many of Christ’s good things and then there would be little room left for evil. Peter, at around AD 26, the Apostle to whom God gave crucial revelation pertaining to Christ’s identity as Son of the Living God, continued in his encouragements fourty-eight years later - that by the same mighty power of God they would be saved from the rottenness all around them and be blessed in transformation, although he indicated it took hard work to be obedient. ANY PERSON who wishes to know Jesus Christ with simplistic faith may ask Him to save you into His Grace so that you might please the Lord God by His Word. 





Footnotes


1	Scripture embarked on many examples of the “Most High” e.g. Melchizedek blessed Abraham from the “supreme God, Creator of heaven and earth”; Jesus the Lord as a son of Abraham in the 	flesh, walked with the knowledge He was blessed of “the Most High God”; as a Shepherd, the Lord watched over His Disciples and distinct to His Calling was the recordal of 	where He ‘sent’ them 	out two by two into the towns to extend His Salvation and He instructed them to “take no bag with them” – the absence thereof clearly indicating they were not the Shepherd but ‘sent’. At around 2000 	B.C. where the shepherd’s duties carried them further a-field, a bag held the shepherd’s immediate necessities. As the disciples ventured out, the authority from “the  Most High” through Christ was 	powerfully revealed for “all eyes” to see - that doom was on its way, with the following implications  - i) the Shepherd-Calling pertained expressly to the Lord Jesus; ii) the disciples were the 	“possession of God Most High”; iii) the Shepherd’s staff/rod afforded protection and figurative punishment eschatologically for towns of unbelief; iv) confirmation Christ was The Anointed Branch; 	v) 	One of highest ranking ‘sent’ His disciples Who was the Source [no-one else possessed power to save and wipe away the condemned’s guilt]; vi) the sceptre/shepherd’s rod was rich in Messianic 	significance; vii) the Bread of Presence  - Life in the Messiah; viii) God’s Threshing Stick as Instrument of Separation - wheat from chaff at the Lord’s prescribed time; ix) Christ’s pre-eminence over 	angels; in addition, revealed the angels sang for joy when a soul came to Salvation; x) the Shepherd was under the gravity of Mosaic Law; xi) the Lord had comity with Lord God and worked under 	protection of Covenant [we read of Christ at around AD 30 in the Garden of Gethsemane giving us insight into its terms in His declaration “.. [d]on’t you think I could pray right now and My Father 	would send 12 legions of angels to assist me?” xii) the disciples returned an exultant witness, that “[e]ven demons fell down before us in Your Name”. We must obey Jesus’ Grace – God knows we 	are able to work with Him, see [Gen 14:17-20; 49:24; Dt 7:7; 9:5f; Josh 1:6-8; 1 Sa 17:40; Ps 119:13; Ezek 34:23; Mtt  26:36; Mk 6:7-9; Lk 10:17; Jn 10; Heb 13:20].  


2	Only belief in Christ the Salviour can give one access to God Almighty and heaven, see [Mtt 7:18; Lk 8:12; Jn 3:3; 12:37-39; 16:13; Ro 8:8; 1 Cor 2:14; 1 Jn 2:29].   


3	Believers must [peremptive] follow Scripture’s guiding principles now that they are able to and praise the Lord God – i) at the coming of His kingdom witnessed in the humility of the Son of Man, 	Jesus Christ; ii) fulfilled prophecy of God’s wonderful prophets, who could not be “turned”; iii) at the name of Jesus Christ; iv) at the entrance of His Word; v) for the Spirit of Grace and adoption; 


	vi) in the purity of God’s goodness; vii) in fulfilment of His royal Priesthood; viii) for His marvellous works, gracious deeds and tender kindnesses –  a non-exhaustive list [Dt 3:24; Ps 119:105; 149 and 	150; Mtt 5:16; 11:2-5; Lk 2:25-29; Jn 5:36; Phil 2:6-11;4:6].   	 


Oh Praise Him  -  David Crowder © 2012
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Graeme and his wife Vel have faith in God’s correctly divided Word pertaining to His schedule and principle that prescribed heart-changes corresponding with Salvation, read from Scripture at Genesis 12:3; Luke 3:38; Philippians 1:27,28; Hebrews 7:25. The Old Testament promise that through Abraham God would bless all families of the earth was portrayed in Lord Jesus’ genealogy as “Son of Adam, Son of Abraham, Son of David, Son of Man”. Remaining on elementary principles, Scripture revealed loyalties to Christ flowed -i) in the Church; ii) in every believer’s heart; iii) then outwards into a world of “many cultures, tongues and creeds”. Paul the Apostle wrote of the divine consolidation as being grafted into the Abrahamic line by Christ the Lord and in Paul’s own personal exactment of pardon and regeneration, Christ’s atoning1 work on the Cross was defined as having already transformed the old nature with its tent of the flesh for the daily “working out” in our lives. To the non-believer, life on earth was all they had therefore they naturally did their utmost for things this world offered in - money, popularity, power and prestige. The teachings of the Apostles, especially Paul on a whole new higher level gained strength and accentuated not only the necessity for behavioural changes but continued changes since they were ontologically “one” and as a Church body, aligned to the higher Gospel of Jesus Christ - the critical link to the overall purpose of God. Scripture recorded, the Apostles were essentially from middle class families, well-grounded in religious teaching and were faithful to the Lord notwithstanding others such as Apollos and Paul’s friends from the Institutional systems who blessed the Church2 with support material and financial. Life was viewed from their Lord’s eternal perspective3 with purity of teaching the Gospel values and ethics. Their “closest friends”, loyal aorist brethren-in-Christ, initiated the process of becoming reflections of God that governed three important areas - i) victory over sin; ii) love for one another; iii) sweet confidence before God. The transformed Church was a pertinent witness to God’s “promised day of new beginnings” with emphasis upon Father God’s Life-giving Spirit who guided God’s Children of Light from the platform of Christ’s already accomplished “works’4 and perfect obedience. The Spirit of Adoption and Grace invested believers with the desire to actually live as Christ the Saviour, where armed with faith in Lord Jesus name the leaders pronounced ringing rebukes against heresiarch confuted doctrines du jour who denied Jesus Christ had come in the flesh, to offer humans Salvation. James’ syndoche teachings inscribed believers should live a life of honourable, steady goodness so that their deeds might pour forth. Peter, at around AD 90/95, one of two elderly Apostles remaining, aligned to the ultimate doctrine of the end of the age, that referenced the sudden Day of the Lord’s 2nd Appearance where earth and heaven purposed to melt away and believers who trusted on the promise of a new heaven, new earth and new City of Jerusalem, would “see their King come to them”. The elderly John differentiated on behalf of God’s Children and pronounced conclusively that by not remaining in sin, they wholly existed upon the continued jurisdiction of Christ’s resurrection. In conclusion, Scripture encouraged the Lord Jesus’ co-heirs in remaining true to the terms of the wondrous New Covenant5 and notably observed words of comfort exclusively guided by the Holy Spirit that ministered to changed hearts - the “no mores” in heaven. There would be - i) no more sea, since all sin was taken away;6 ii) no more sorrow; iii) no more crying; iv) no more pain; v) no more curses; vi) no more night; vii) no more death. ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved forever by Jesus Christ and receive His powerful prayers over your life may pray to Lord Jesus for Grace and praise Father God in heaven for having you on His mind that drew you to Jesus the Saviour. 


			 	


Footnotes


1	Which renders matters of the Cross not moot but alive as an ongoing process, see [Ex 24:12, Lk 2:46ff; Ac 10:1ff; 20:1ff; Eph 1:4; Phil 1:25-27; Col 1:19f, 2:9; 1 Tim 2:1ff 1 Tim 4:1ff; 1 Jn 3:1-5; see 	also pg 42 Spiritual Belief 2017]. 


2	At around AD 52 Apollos located to Ephesus during Paul’s hasty visit to Palestine. He combined natural gifts of enthusiastic eloquence with a profound understanding of the Old Testament but-for a 	conspicuous gap in his knowledge concerning the Holy Spirit and consequent rite of Christian baptism. This was made good by Aquila and Prisca’s preaching and today Scripture has a recordal of 	astounding Christian apologetics for God’s Children of Israel, thanks to the Father’s Spirit working through Apollos, Paul’s loyal aorist brother, for Christ the Lord, see [Ac 18:22-28; Heb ch 1-11].


3	Many people are ready to give their life to Christ, if someone would just show them the way.  Jesus referenced the crowds following Him as a field ripe “for harvest”. He  commanded the Church to 	pray that people would respond to the need for Christ’s labourers. The Lord Called many various people e.g. political activists, fishermen, tax collectors, see [Mtt 9:37-38].


4	The Lord Jesus Spiritually trimmed and pruned the hearts of His disciples from worldly pollutions and after His Ascension at around AD 49 to AD 95 generally the Gospel preachers  set themselves 	apart from entanglements such as improper attitudes regarding respect for women – they treated believing women as if they were a sister and not a possession or object. The intimacy of marriage 	however was safeguarded as they followed Christ’s teachings, see [Mtt 28:2f; 1 Tim 4:11].   


5	The 3rd Person of the Trinity knew Father God’s heart was to faithfulness and honour of the New Covenant. Scripture’s powerful imagery from Lord God’s trustworthy Old Testament prophets related 	to the process of conversion that it was not one for which they or any human minister might take credit – it is the glory of the work of God’s Spirit. We did not become believers by following a 	manual nor by-rote of a system. Our conversion is due to God branding His Spirit upon our hearts and a converted life sufficed for any category of commendation, see [2 Cor 3:1-3].   


6	The sinless Son of God “wholly removed sin” forever and lives to intercede for believers, see [Isa 34:4; Joel 3:15-16; Ac 5:29; 2 Cor 3; Heb 7:25; 1 Pe 2:13; Rev 6:12-1]. 


	


 Faith and Faithfulness  -  New Wine Worship UK © 2020
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit Index I for the first half of year 2020 in reflection of systematic Scriptural weekly readings with bibliograpny, pages and citations.





Christian Purpose and Bibliography�
1�
2020 readings�
�
The Sermon on the Mount ("Sermon")�
2�
Mtt 5:1-7�
�
The Sermon - Persecution of Saints and Saltiness�
3�
Matthew 5:8-16�
�
The Sermon - Eight progressive steps of Faith�
4�
Matthew 5:14-20. �
�
The Sermon - Christ's mighty Works and prophetic Words�
5�
Matthew 5:21-7:29. �
�
The Sermon - The Lord's Prayer�
6�
Mtt 6:6-18 �
�
The Sermon - Fasting, Humility and Seeking God�
7�
Matthew 6:16-7:12. �
�
The Sermon - Jesus the Messiah differentiates between the copyist and true believer�
8�
Matthew 7:1-29. �
�
Divine Inspiration inclusions into the Canon�
9�
Job 33:4; 34:12-15. �
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Adam and Eve�
10�
Genesis 3:8-13�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Noah�
11�
Gen 6:8-22�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Abraham�
12�
Genesis 12:1-9�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with the Patriarchs�
13�
Genesis 46:1-4�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Joshua�
14�
Joshua 1:1-5:12. �
�
Father God's procurement for Christ's saving Cross on the earth �
15�
Luke ch 22-24�
�
Christ's resurrection from the dead�
16�
Acts 2:23,24. �
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Samuel�
17�
1 Samuel 1:28�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Isaiah�
18�
Isa 1; 6:1-13�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Jeremiah�
19�
Jer 1:1ff�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Ezekiel�
20�
Ezekiel 1:1-28�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with His Son Jesus of Nazareth�
21�
Mtt 3:13-17�
�
Christ’s Ascension into the heavens�
22�
Mark 16:19�
�
The Account of Christ's Transfiguration�
23�
Matthew 17:1-8�
�
God's Audible Calling - confirmed with Paul�
24�
Acts 5:34 �
�
God's Life and Love - purposed generally for the human race Part I�
25�
John 1:1-18�
�
God's Life and Love - purposed for Christ's Apostles Part II�
26�
Matthew 16:22�
�
God's Life and Love - purposed in God's Gift of Salvation Part III �
27�
Luke 22:20�
�
God's Life and Love - purposed in transference on the Church Part IV�
28�
Hebrews 2:17�
�
Scriptural concepts of Liberality - in good men and women Part A�
29�
Dt 26:1-2�
�
Scriptural concepts of Liberality - scope of Grace; believers' benevolence Part B�
30�
Ro 3:21-4:25�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Graeme and his wife Vel share our reading at Deuteronomy 8:10; John 10:32 and 1 Thessalonians 5:18, where Moses, Christ our Lord and the Apostles taught, the sacrifice of Thanksgiving and Praise to Almighty God was due to be rendered in all circumstances, from a willing heart. On a general conspectus thanksgiving spoke of “bringing near to God” and pertained to something good men and women brought out of gratitude1 for Who God was and how He had wonderfully saved and blessed their lives. All sacrifices and offerings were required to be “unblemished”2, for the reasons - i) the gift matched the perfect nature of Lord God and; ii) perfection foreshadowed the Coming sinless Saviour, Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah, the criteria being on that ground the offering had value. The Scriptural emphasis on constant unblemished sacrifices demonstrated the gratitude of Old Testament Children who were chosen by Yahweh out of no merit of their own; and New Testament adopted Children accounted as righteous due to the representative law-keeping and redemptive blood-shed of Jesus Christ. Soteriologically, New Covenant Spiritual thanksgiving found its significance in bearing fruit that by itself bore the hallmark of fore-bearance and persistence in walking with Christ. Thanksgiving in the Old Testament covered a wide scope - a) Moses directed his thanksgiving and prayers directly towards Yahweh; b) the officers thanked God for that which was both lost and gained; c) the Levites were appointed to give constant praise and thanksgiving to God and with reference to the Church, believers’ are required to do the same; d) thanksgiving was proffered for protection, strength, comfort, patience, love and for special needs; e) Lord Jesus looked past institutional programs the despised leper had no success with, to see what God was doing in the leper’s heart; f) the Jerusalem Church’s zeal for Christ was contagious and when Peter healed the lame man he gave thanks to the Lord publicly; g) the key to an honest and accurate evaluation of every believer was knowing the basis of their self-worth that resided in the Person of Jesus Christ, who gave them Salvation; 


h) believers rendered unceasing thanks and praise every day; i) Scripture noted it was not hypocritical to thank the Lord God when the believer felt ‘hemmed in and pressured’ as they were not under condemnation; j) for sight to see Christ’s light shining out of the darkness which, at around AD 60 Paul the Apostle provided Colossian believers in advance with a litany of the strongest inscribed doctrine that related wholly to Christ’s divine nature - Christ was not only equal to God, He is God, He reflected God to us and revealed God, He came from heaven, He is Lord of All, He is completely holy and will Judge the world, He is Supreme over Creation and the entire spirit world, He has no equal nor rival, the resurrection proved Christ’s Lordship over the material world. Paul at around AD 67/8 in passing the torch to a young Timothy, described that notwithstanding difficult times, one in service to Christ the Lord must be proud of their work, their walk of faith and recognize the dangers posed by “them having a form of godliness”. The early Church honoured their priest or Minister even in dire circumstances such as at around AD 68 where in their perseverance they never tired of giving thanks to God. They persisted in the systemization of a ‘symbol of trust’ between one another and in this period Peter capitalized on his witness at Christ’s Transfiguration and the authority of God’s Word with assurances that Lord God would rescue them from the temptations of the disordered world, in the grip of the evil one3. He urged believers to get to know God better and trust only in Him - to which the Hebrews author/s brought to rememberance historically the many wonderful Godly men and women who had modelled their faith in the superior unchanging Faith of Jesus and continued to give Him thanks. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved out from the world to Salvation, may pray to the Lord Jesus to grant them Salvation and give thanks to Him for what He has done to set you free.





Footnotes


1	All thanksgiving citations. “When you have eaten give thanks” - this meant that the Lord God alone was their Resource and all their food came from Him. God’s people thanked Him and praised Him 	for the land He gave them, they prayed and gave thanks to His name, they sang for joy at His works, they gave thanks that they were qualified through Salvation to share in heavenly Father’s best 	kindnesses, their hearts were ruled with His peace. Praise is heartfelt towards God, a response of praise flows out of the realization of Who He is and how much He has Loved us, see [Nu 11:11-15; 	31:48-50; 1 Chr 16;4; Dt 8:10; Ps 92:1-2; 100:4; 107:22; 138:1; Mtt 17:7-16; Acts 3:1-13;  Acts 25:10-11; Ro 8:28-29; 13:1-7; Col 1:12; 3:15;1 Thess 5:18; Eph 2:8-10; 5:20; Col 1:11-20; 3:17; Phil 	4:6; 1 Tim 2:14-19; ch 3,4; 2 Peter ch 1,2; Heb ch 10,11; Rev 18:9-24; 19:1-5; 20:7-10; Spiritual Belief 2020 supra  pg10]. 


2	On a special brief interpretation the provisions for “unclean” pertained to the Hebrew word ṯum’â that had connotations of corrupt, polluted offerings. Isaiah weighed against those sacrifices. 


	A sacrifice of a small animal unblemished, according to the law of Moses went foremost to the Lord in property e.g. both wild and domestic animal in biotic rapport with man were considered as 	already belonging to the Most High Creator and the unblemished were therefore lawful offerings. Having regard for the sacrifices of cereal, grain, flour and oil that mankind had worked for by the 	sweat of his brow, the formulaic rendered offerings  were lawful. New Testament thanksgiving offerings to God Almighty our Abba Father are unblemished as they have come “in Christ” who was 	sinless. Property unlawfully acquired, Scripture stated was totally unacceptable to God and further it was condemned outright by the prophets who, like Isaiah, stated the position of an unclean 	heart as being a problem, see [Lev 7:1-29; Isa 1:13;  2 Cor 8:9].  


3	There was a distinction between God’s earth inhabited by people and this world of pride and covetousness and at around AD 95 the list of merchandise inscribed in Revelation comprised mostly 	luxuries that could not be taken into heaven. Money is worthless in heaven and greed is sinful. What then could be taken into heaven and how should believers thank the Lord? For our faith; our 	character –  yet still in the process of development; our good deeds towards the poor and disadvantaged; generosity in giving and for the Lord “raising up stones” and changing their hearts into His 	heart of compassion, see [Mtt 3;9; Ro 12:2,3; 1 Cor 1:21; Rev 18:2-19].  		 


He is Risen  -  All Souls Orchestra [feat. Paul Baloche] from “Majesty - Prom Praise” products of Ultimate Classical Worship, Integrity Music, E Sussex © 2017 


Through My Father’s Eyes  -  Holly Star © 2013 	
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider in Part B, Scripturally the broader meaning of Almighty God’s Grace and the duty upon believers to be benevolent in Grace, where we read from Romans 3:21-4:25. Grace was an entirely new method of God’s business with mankind in that it pertained to a new era1 and brought in with it, corresponding benevolence.  In context of the Old Testament, the Law and its provisions contained Grace as the means by which God expected His Children of Israel to deal with other nations, the so-journer and in respect of their treatment towards one another acting fairly, justly, kindly and generously. The law of Moses stood in sharp antithesis to Grace in that the law mirrored man’s sin in order that physical expiation by an anointed priest of Yahweh, could take place. This did not mean that Grace in the Old Testament was non-existent, it simply meant Grace featured - just not in the foreground and the Lord God concerned Himself chiefly with Israel. To the Lord’s Covenant, Grace-words were particularly attached with expressions such as forgiveness, Salvation, regeneration, repentance and the magnificent display of the nature of Almighty God by which He was prominently known2. In the Psalms, King David made use of the cognate ḥāsîḏ that denoted “godly men” loyal, rigorous and devout to Covenant with Yahweh3. In the New Testament the word Grace denoted forgiveness both human and divine. Paul the Apostle of Grace, at around AD 64, instructed the young devoted Titus that Grace came in with Jesus Christ and Scripture made known the governing power of Lord Jesus’ Grace in “[I] came to seek and save the lost”. Many of our Lord’s parables taught on the doctrine of Grace that reiterated Lord God was answerable to no person for His gifts of Grace, yet He expected all believers to understand that Grace and forgiveness must permeate their thoughts and generous actions and that this must [peremptive] be the predominating characteristic of the modern Church. Examples in Scripture - i) the prodigal son was forgiven by his father; ii) in the parable of the Great Supper the Lord Jesus surprisingly directly illustrated that Spiritual privilege guaranteed no final bliss; iii) believers were encouraged to obey the Lord’s principles taught - that the gravitas of war, physical battles, retaliations and murders, His Children of Light were in no way to establish their faith on; iv);in Revelation, John the Apostle saw not one was with merit nor was anyone worthy enough to know the Lord God’s future happenings, barring the Servant who voluntarily offered up Himself, the ultimate Grace sacrifice that became the very power of the Gospel; v) Peter in the Garden of Gethsemane was sharply rebuffed by the Lord to counter violence with Grace4 and was empowered in the Lord’s Will; vi) the Lord’s sharp fore-knowledge that Peter would deny Him and not fight was correct - due to Grace; vii) Paul after he was born-again changed his murderous ways to preach the believer’s jurisdiction was found in Grace and could only be explained by the Will of God5; viii) Peter linked Grace with corresponding actions by each believer to their future glory; ix) a fresh and uncomplicated phrase the author/s to Hebrews interestingly included was by the reference to the “Spirit of Grace” which meant the working of heavenly Father’s power resided in the heart and indeed, in the entire global Church that enabled generosity in Grace; x) the amazing Grace and forgiveness that God promised unloads our confessed sin and removes from the sight of God due to the fact He is a wonderful, gracious and faithful God Almighty6. ANY PERSON may receive God’s Grace through Jesus Christ’s name and Salvation, just ask for it. We then urge you to find a Church that follows the Lord Jesus of Nazareth and pray. 





Footnotes


1	Old and New Testament citations inter alia – “….[f]or if you do not forgive those who trespass against you then neither will your heavenly Father forgive you”, see also [Mtt 6;14; 18:22; 20:1-16; Lk 	14:16-20; Ac 13:43; 24:27; Ro 3:21-4:25; Col 2:13; Eph 4:32; Heb 2:9; 10:29; 12:14-15; 12:28; 1Pe ch 1-2; 5:10; Rev 5:1-4].  


2	Known throughout the ages in His marvellous - i) steadfast love; ii) loyalty; iii) mercy; iv) loving-kindness; v) goodness; vi) faithfulness; vii) Covenant-love.   


3	See [Psalm 12:1; 86:2].  


4	See [Mtt 26:31-35, 69-75; Jn 21:15-23].	 


5	Scripture clearly recorded at events surrounding the Crucifiction, the Lord’s disciples “deserted Him” - frightened, alarmed, in disbelief, angry and confused, however they did not resort to violence, a 	clear pinpointing that Christ’s reign of Grace had commenced, barring one disciple who removed himself prior to the Crucifiction. Judas, branded with the infamous stigma “who betrayed Him’ 	Iscariot, and stamped upon him the inexorable character of the “son of perdition” who was a vessel of destruction, in that he did not carry within him the knowledge of God. It was geographically 	explained by Scripture Judas initially emanated from Moab with commercial contacts, splendid buildings and distinctive pottery, however later their ambitions became idolatrous. Judas was 	Aramaicized as an assassin, although when he walked with the Lord he was recorded as treasurer of the group of twelve disciples led by their Lord Jesus, our Saviour. It was recorded in Scripture 	that unfortunately Satan entered Judas to do wrong, see [Mtt 26:21,56; Mk 3:14].  


6	What a faithful and meaningful God, see [Lev 16:30; Prov 20:9; Mtt 8:2; Jn 15:3; Ac 10:15; Ro 14:20;1 Jn 1:9].





Your Best for Me  -   Israel and Meleasa Houghton from the album “Revealing Jesus”, Integrity Praise! © 2013 	
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Company Law Today





Graeme and his wife Vel discuss Scriptural concepts of liberality in Part A, the lives of good men and women - in the Old Testament (“OT”) and in the Church, where we read from Deuteronomy 26:1-2; Malachi 1:6-14; 3:4-12 and Matthew 6:1-4; 26:30. All things within the scope, power and objects of the Most High, God of all the armies of heaven related to a heavenly King and Kingdom of liberality and He wanted His people to “be like Him”. Moses, the prophets, His leaders and anointed kings, the Children of Israel, Christ our Saviour to His Little Flock and the Gentiles, many forms of kindness were encouraged - for with sharing God was well pleased; and the conceptual framework made provision for the works of God to be “well oiled”. In Deuteronomy liberality was defined under heads such as “What God Has Done For Us” that pertained to examples of His generous compassions and further towards the Children of Israel’s duty to benevolence and not confined to men, since women were equally helpful and blessedly useful. Malachi1, inscribed at a time where the refreshing zeal and prohibitions of Ezra and Nehemiah were already forgotten, noted the Temple as it stood was under retribution since the corrupt priests offered Lord God blemished sacrifices, disregarded Spiritual monogamy to the God of Abraham, polluted bread was proffered and no tithes were forthcoming towards the works of God; and in the result the Temple fell into disuse and became run down. In what manner had God’s people shown their duty to benevolence over the Old and New Testament (“OT”, “NT”) periods? They “helped the helpless”- i) supplying the needs of the Tabernacle and at dedication of the Temple; ii) assisting the poor; iii) gifting God’s House; iv) in the rebuilding of the Temple; v) they were deeply candid and lenient in their judgments and blessed the disadvantaged and the widows2. vi) Boaz instructed field managers to leave wheat behind and permit Ruth to take but to refrain from embarrassing her; vii) Elisha directed his men to feed and give water to their prisoners; viii) the Children of Ephraim clothed the captured with sandals, food, healing balm and bandages for wounds; ix) the remote Tema village people under a foreign power were instructed to give water and food to fugitives; x) the Good Samaritan configured a financial mini-structure to cater for the weakened man in his hour of need; xi) Abigail provided lunch for the visiting David and his army after her obnoxious husband acted foolishly; xii) the Shunamite woman prepared a quiet place for God’s prophet; xiii) Martha, the generous-worried housekeeper the Lord Jesus gently reminded of the need for First-place regarding His available Spiritual food3; ix) Lydia, an astute businesswoman, supplier of purple dye to royalty and the nobility provided continuous hospitality and gifts to Paul, Silas and Luke whenever up-and-coming new Churches had fiscal needs; Paul4 gave of his time to form a financial back-bone of support for the Gospel in directing the flow of funding exclusively towards Christ’s Church from the generosity of his legal network, institutional colleagues and owners of estates.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know God’s generosity by His Salvation through Jesus the Lord to save your soul, may ask Father God to save you under the name of Jesus of Nazareth.     


     


Footnotes


1	The hallmark of genuine faith was a regenerate heart and yet across a broad sweep of God’s people and their history, idolatrous declensions in the association of heights with lordship that was 	congenial to the unregenerate heart, worked against God’s Children and further through the false teachers in the Apostles’ age. The matter that confronted Peter and John was at the instance of the 	mountebank who attempted to buy at a price, the power of the Spirit of God - but for the “washing of the Water” residing within Peter and John who made short shrift of the attempt to bribery and 	they aligned to the Lord’s free Gift of Salvation and in so doing, honoured Grace in the Lord’s prescribed time, see [1 Ki 13:8; 2 Ki 17:9; Ezek 6:4; Mtt 28:20; Ac 8:13-25; Ro 8:11;12:1; 1 Ti 4:11; 2 Ti 	2:25; Heb 4:12; 10:20; 1 Pe 2:5; Rev 1:18].     


2	General ‘liberality’ citations [Ex 35:22; 36:5; Nu 7:3; Ru 2:15; 1 Sam 25:25; 1 Ch 29:3-4; 2 Ch 24:10; 28:15; 2 Ki 6:22; 4:8-10; Ezra 1:6; Isa 21:14; Lk 10:34,40; 21:3; Ac 4:35; 16:14-15].  


3	The Scripture above illustrated concepts of humility and offerings of humanity that our Lord Jesus offered up to His heavenly Father in that He sang [(] hymns, odes and “hallel” of thanksgiving and 	praise that proved His humanity in reliance upon God His Father in the company of His disciples and related to concepts the early Church submitted to, see [Mtt 26:30; 1 Cor 14:15].


4	In the Apostles’ hour their circulated letters that equipped believers with information regarding Church matters e.g. - the inclusion of younger ministers such as the young devoted Timothy and Titus; 	prior warnings of impending Church changes e.g. the worldly system; the “dictator of the moment”; secrets to endurance; and the aims of false teachers Peter had labeled “wells without water” 	who sought to spread false doctrines, manipulated finances to their own cause to the exclusion of other cultures and altered God’s laws. It is interesting to note the Apostles at no stage held  	“separate debates” outside of their set numbered committees - they preserved the Peace of Jesus and took advice only from the Word of God. There is no question that blessed Paul would have 	been of immeasurable value in this genus of organization of a tightly regulated circle of kindled, faithful leaders who “obeyed the laws of heavenly Father under the new Christ-relationship, with 	devotion” [Ro 5:3f;8:2;15:13; 2 Peter 2 and see page 30, Spiritual Belief 2018].  	 


	 





I’d Rather Have Jesus  -  Worship Box Hymns, 3 CDs, cd2 cut 15, Christian Art Media Kingsway Integrity music, East Sussex, UK © 2012


I Will Sing  -  Sandra McCracken © 2020  			   
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide in Part IV non-exhaustive examination of the transference of God’s Life and Love as the Church lived God’s Way - and not by the “highway”; where we read generally and from Job 32:8; Hebrews 2:17; 5:6; 13:11. Believers were “brought near” to God via the stately greatness of the perfect High Priest, Jesus Christ, whom Hebrews declared to be the author of eternal Life and finisher of our faith1 - while the world, as Scripture succinctly prophesied, “would be buying and selling” in abundance in constrast to the Church that would be focused on the deeper Spiritual growth, such as - i) preaching the kērygmatic message; ii) assurance that Abba Father’s anger was placated; iii) seeking His kingdom every day and acting rightly on God’s Will; iv) completion of tasks and the course, joyfully to Christ-likeness2; v) joyfully sharing wonderful growth of faith with one another; 


vi) salient obedience - the Apostle Paul properly concerned himself with the doctrine of vested Spiritual interest in utilizing the treasure3 within believers’ hearts of Christ and His “user-friendly” honest fellowship; vii) understanding the paradox of “gain and loss”, that whomever wanted to save his life would ‘lose’ it; and pronounced Scripturally, sacrifices in Christ’s name were noticed and would be rewarded; viii) before the perfect, holy, imposing, morally beautiful, radiant God it was wholly proper that believers remained humble.  Jesus the Lord had already blessed the Church - a) at around AD 26 as the worthy and splendid Lord Jesus preached around N Israel and surrounds, His good vocabulary well understood and widely loved which enabled the Church today with comforting speech for the downcast; b) an understanding of Who the Source in heaven was; c) a dazzling and powerful diversity of talent that accomplished production4 of Spiritual fruit; d) the desire to ask rightly and receive answers to prayer; e) the fuller revelation5 and firm grasp of Christ’s precepts. Scripture further reflected on the believers’ irrefragable Spiritual weapons of - i) perseverance that delivered in an intimate fellowship with the Lord Jesus; ii) “waiting”; iii) Spiritual-vision; iv) crying out to God; v) Spiritual capacity to dig really deep into the Branch of Righteousness that gave rise to a strong Spiritual foundation and living Temple that was filled with the glory of Jesus’ robe; vi) Jesus’ character of persistency remained unchanging; vii) He was and is wholly committed to being fair and so must the Church be. ANY PERSON who wants to ask Jesus the Lord to plead for them so their sins will be forgiven and they might begin an eternal relationship with Almighty God, may do so.     





Footnotes


1	The Lamb of God secured atonement and mediates on our behalf, He assures the Church of forgiveness and since He is truly God and truly Man He continually deeply intercedes connected to 	God’s prophetic purpose for the direction of the Church, see [Heb 5:9,12].  


2	Therefore “Let us” – i) listen very carefully to His truth; ii) listen with heart, soul, strength and mind; iii) do your very best to honestly obey; iv) approach God, buoyant in the Chief Shepherd, His 	wisdom and logos under assurances, eager to please Him; v) move on past the elementals to a more profound grasp of God e.g. “the Exhibition of Love-made-perfect”; and “why do we no longer 	need an elaborate system to approach Him?” and “How we grow in extending our faith” and “Why does Scripture say He is the Finisher of our faith?”; vi) go right in, to God Himself fully trusting Him 	to receive you since the blood of Christ was sprinkled over you; vii) doubt nothing, there is no question that God will do what He says however realize that at times the answer is “wait” which still 	reflects God proceeding. Scripture stated the Lord was tempted by the lure of pride e.g. at no stage did the Lord complain of His home village positioned near horses, who would rather be amongst 	the olives, wine, frankincense and fruit of S Judah. Yet He did not sin. He chose to heal a Centurion and in addition, an officer’s daughter. The Kingdom of God had as its objects the Churches’  	alertness in being not tempted by prevailing deceits, big seductions, illusions and connected it with over-the-top luxurious buying and selling according to His prescribed times. Paul the Apostle 	elucidated the Light [Christ-likeness] overcame the darkness – the Church being the operative portion of the word “overcome”. Believers must not worry, the man who walks in the dark cannot see 	where he is going, see [Ps 84:11; Mtt 5:14; Jn 4:1,2; 12:35; Hebrews  4:1; 4:11; 4:16; 6:1; 10:22-24; 1 Jn 1:5]. 	 


3	Firstly, pottery from neo-lithic to Roman times, found inter alia at Medeba was categorized as large, medium and small pieces. The earthenware jar - aside from the decoration, leather or painted 	appearance, clay rings or not - evolved with collar rings and double handles, was a large vessel for storage of approximately 2x 9 litres of  water, oil or wine – and/or storage of documents or fruit. 	Paul’s good comparative examples brought realization to the importance of the treasure the believer contained within which distinguished from that epitomising the “buying and selling” temperature 	endemic to times Jesus prophesied that required being Spiritually alert, see [Isa 9:2; Mtt 6:20; 19:21; 24:1ff; Lk 12:33; Jn 1:4; 2 Cor 4:6; Eph 5:14; Php 3:8; 1 Tim 6:19; Rev 3:18; 21:23].   


4	See [Job 32:8; Eccl 2:26; Isa 50;4; Mtt 25:15; Lk 11:9; Jn 3:27; Js 1:5]. 


5	See [Ps 1:2; Hos 6:3; Mtt 13:11; Jn 8:31; 13:7; 16:13]. 


  	 	 


Our Father  -  Annie Garrett [Hillsong worship leader] Hillsong Publishing No., CCLI 7019980 © 2014


In the Eye of the Storm  -  Ryan Stevenson [Radiomix]and Gaberea from the album “Fresh Start” © 2015 
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider in Part III, aspects of the Life and Love of God that flowed in the mercy of His Gift of Salvation, the costliest sacrifice ever borne and amply evidenced in the simple picture of Jesus’ Cross on a hill1, where we read from [Luke 22:20; Ephesians 4:32 and Hebrews 13:15-16]. The etymological origin for the word ‘mercy’ was ḥeseḏ, its perjorative cognate “eagerness to be kind”, with subsidiary root ‘womb’ adduced from creational concepts of natural life-processes that drew in the component of a tender Mother’s heart. In the New Testament, the word largely combined to mean “expressly favourable” to a type, who has the attention of the Lord - the sinful who had no real claim to preferential treatment, who were in debt, in distress, with no hope of hiding their sins before the Righteous Almighty God, to provide a way to approach Him. The Lord God in His eagerness to be kind and tender pre-determined to give mankind His gift of Salvation and Eternal Life with impact over the saved life lived with meaning and in simple faith2 that as a “steadfast-burning olive oil” would last into eternity with Him. Accomplishment in this was evidenced in the manner in which Christ the Lord died - He suffered. His obedient action simultaneously overcame death itself - for Salvation - that set Him and His Church apart from the world and not only on that account but in addition while He walked the earth He already spoke His words for the end over the region of Megiddo that was positioned on a 21m high ridge. Salvation brought with it a relationship with Father God where access to the Lord was granted only to believers - however ANY PERSON may if they genuinely believe in Christ the Lord and His Salvation, have access thus granted to God’s Children of Light with the criteria of those - who pleased Him, who confessed Him, those who gave glory to Him, who were sanctified by Faith and believers who gave thanksgiving ceaselessly, who praised the Lord ceaselessly, a chosen generation and royal priesthood, a holy nation, who were all the possession of the Lord God Almighty - on the grounds of the Cross. In addition the distinct feature of Salvation embodied the well established promise of God that He would deal in loyalty with His Children of Light; He would see to their instruction as if they were His own; He re-named them; He taught them with out-of-the-ordinary Spiritual food3 as an important aspect of Spiritual growth; He showed them how to obey using the Supreme example of Jesus Christ; He was favourable to them; He heard their prayers; they were sanctified; and He positioned them in business4. Having regard for early ancient history at around Adam, Eve and the pre-Abraham era, Scripture recorded the sacrificial system for atonement was not confined to God’s Children5. ANY PERSON who wishes to accept Salvation from the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ punishment for our peace, may pray and ask Lord God to save them, using the Lord’s name Jesus Christ.  








Footnotes





1	Just as “bet” meant ‘our house’, “har” prefaced hill-country with root rudimentary convexity since the ‘upside down’ hills were a common feature dotted all around the landscape that appeared to be  	basins turned over. Two other words ‘gibeah’ or ‘giba’ distinguished such eminences and at times attached with a name e.g. ‘hill country of Saul’ or ‘hill country of Ephraim’ in the N or ‘hill country of 	Judah S that depicted an entire region of hills. Scripture denoted two places, each on a single hill whose landscape location heralded Christ’s victory  - i) the “Cross of Jesus” on the hill of Calvary; 


	ii) the place of the end, written by the aging Apostle John in the book of Revelation, that reflected where at around AD 95 it was spoken by Almighty God, the victory was already won by Christ the 	Lord - harmeḡiddȏn - the ‘hill of Megiddo’, see [Gen 8:21-22; 22:3; Ex 24:6-8; Lev 1:2-3; 22:19-25; 1 Sa 11:4;1 Chr 21:22-24; John 12:23-25].        


2	Paul the Apostle in his letter of confidence and comfort to the Romans, used the word Faith to mean “absolute trust in God” as one learned to accept what He gave, see [Ro 1:16-17].   


3	Unquestioned reliance was placed on the credible evidence of the Apostles whose lives had drastically changed and who in turn‘fed’ the sheep, see [Mk 11;17; Jn 14:2; Ro 16:5; 1 Ti 3:15; Ex 12:27].  


4	“You can’t take it with you when you go” suffices to explain the ‘real’ power of the world system and not one human being has breached the chasm between the world and heaven. Believers at 	around AD 31 to AD 95 steered clear of evil, immoral systems, overtures of raw greed; and chose instead to do business God’s way - where one bargained wisely, was fair and honest, recognized 	people’s needs before profits; continued in righteous dealings; was loyal; sold a product that was worthwhile; was helpful; offered respite all of which pleased Abba Father and Lord Jesus. When  	God “gave” he out-gave mankind, no-one could give as He did, it overflowed and overflowed and there was no need to staunch God’s goodness offered in abundance – and not always in money - 	blessings and favour in areas mankind could not think or dream of, see [Prov 16;11; Ez 45:9-11; Lk 19:47; Ac 16:16ff; Rev 2;10,24, 25; 18:1ff].         


5	Clearly revealed in the record, the sacrificial system that existed among other higher civilizations of Mesopotamia, their development of similar ritual as the Children of Israel practised. The 	Canaanite, Carthaginians, a pre-Islamic, semite, nomadic Arab group to whom the earliest form of sacrificial meal was evident in the communion of worshippers with their deity. The Patriarchal 	antecedents of the Children of Israel were sought among nomadic Patriarchs that centred upon God as the Head of the clan e.g. God of Melchizedek the High Priest and God of Abraham, with an 	intoned dominant Shepherd metaphor and this was the crisp point made by Almighty God that Old Testament obedience was to express sacrificial requirement as the “controlling idea” for 	atonement and righteousness. Included were all the festivals e.g. at the Feast of Trumpets - the word yȏm… signaled trumpets as its express mode - yȏm was endemically connected to ‘trumpet’. 	Logically consequent was the New Testament Sacrifice of the Lamb of God slain, where believers’ lives went far beyond formulative loyalties to the application of Christ’s death on the Cross into 	their conscious co-existence of body, mind, soul and will - for forgiveness, atonement, purification and sanctification since the “Lord’s mercies are new every morning” and according to the prayer 	Jesus taught “Give us today our daily bread”, see [Dt 32:20; Nu 29:1; Ps 23; Lam 3:23; Hab 2:4; Mtt 6:11; 26:28f; Mk 14:22; Ro 7:1ff; Heb 13:20].    


		 


Crowns  -  Hillsong from “Let There Be Light” © 2016


Glory to God  -  Kristian Stanfill  © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel in Part II, elaborate on God’s Life and Love for His Apostles, where we read at Matthew 16:22; John 1:1-42; Acts 2:1-4. Contextually, we examine Grace’s effects of Pentecost power over two important periods. Christ was numbered with the transgressors1 however the Lord’s infinite power brought glory to God at the Cross around AD 31 and over-arching the first beginnings of the Church going forward came the prayer request [John 17] of the Lord to His Father, that His Church be kept - in Father’s love, in safety, in joyfulness, in purity, separate from the world, under sanctification, in service actively, in perfect unity, for participation in the Coming Glory; and secondly it was through the lives of the 


Apostles and members that made up the fledgling Church under Christ’s power and God’s considered favour, that the effects of kērygmatic proclamation of Jesus Christ’s Gospel according to the Revelation of God’s hidden mystery, made publicly known and the situation was turned on its head. The Apostles Paul, James2 and Jude3 were invaluable in their scrutiny of the veneer of the false teachers’ knowledge and it became abundantly clear that God’s purposes could never be thwarted. Transformations in the Apostles’ teachings evidenced in the form of circulatory Letters, Memorandum and Epistles of love, apostolic commendation, reminiscences, counsels and exhortations, read out and followed by application in reality. At around AD 49 to at least around AD 70, the writings of the Apostles covered Galatians, James, Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, Mark, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, Philippians, Matthew, Luke, Jude, 1 Timothy, 1 Peter, Titus, Acts, 2 Peter, 2 Timothy and Hebrews and was read in Churches, copies prepared and further stored. The life-changes embraced by the Church, centred on its officers, general and service order, progress made, the Sacraments, titles and unity. Generally, the Apostles experienced God’s Life and Love in - the origin of their authority and God’s justification for their faith in Christ; hope and encouragement that urged them onwards; secure in the knowledge it was Almighty God’s plan they were taken out of Spiritual darkness of the worldly philosophies, immoralities, the evils of false doctrinal instruction from false teachers and from reversions to the old life. Barriers of religion were removed between Jew and Christian and in its place peace as both accepted Christ’s Grace that was prepared long before the creation of the earth via Salvation, sanctification, a sinless life, a steadfast doctrine, a life lived victoriously, civic and social duty clarified, categorized holiness due to Christ’s righteousness, the new dispensation and good works prepared. The event of the destruction of Jerusalem at around AD 70 left one remaining aging Apostle, John, author who lived far away from societal powers, who resided in Ephesus with jurisdiction over seven Churches and who recorded the wonderful deeds of the “sent Son of God”, Christ Jesus and inscribed the Lord’s work from Galilean early days with warmer, friendlier instructions for God’s Children of Light to be faithful to His doctrine, answerable to His Light, hospitable to other brethren visiting and Spiritually alert to the moral conflict between divine and satanic powers that would end, as ordained by God in the victory of theLamb that was slain. This was all stylized, circulated, prepared and inscribed. The determination composite made by the various Apostles’ pre-AD 70 and ex post facto AD 70 emerged in the extraordinary preservation of God’s Word in Codex form with anthologies, stylized on ostraca or papyrus and stored in baskets, boxes and jars, discovered much later in the twentieth Century. ANY PERSON who wishes to seek Jesus the most wonderful Saviour, may right now commence to pray where you are and ask Him to save you by Grace and then going forward, abide in Him. 


					


Footnotes


1	In His last week our Lord was already undergoing obedience towards the wider Sacrificial system on the hill “with an iron will”. Simultaneously the disciples, students and thus open to reproof and 	correction acted out their uninformed natures - i) John, entitled and narrowly ambitious and his brother threatened to “..[c]all down fire” upon a Samaritan village for a slight of the Innkeeper, however 	the Lord wisely guided them elsewhere; ii) Peter from North Galilee, untrained yet the most vocative of the disciples who kept contact with abundant Gentiles within the main fish-trading routes, had 	an affinity for languages and was fluent in underlying Aramaic, coupled with his Hebrew roots [therefore his three ‘rejections’ in the courtyard late at night after the “rushed” Council meeting/”trial”, 	were naturally more explicit than most]. At the table of the Last Supper, all twelve caused a commotion when they argued over who might receive the highest rank in God’s Kingdom and these 	incidents were not isolated, they were all designed to tempt our Lord “in everyway, yet He was without sin” and He effectively prayed for His disciples [Mk 10:35-45; Lk 9:54; 22:20-30].	 


2	Initially a strict conformist, James had significant ties with the core of the religious establishment. He inscribed a telling amount of doctrine in his Epistle and knew at whose feet he would 	land his most critical judgments. Acute knowledge of history and practical religion were evidenced in hard-hitting expressions and it is quite clear he possessed a very keen eye that distinguished the 	pure helpful, merciful religion from the “empty shell” religion of “superior esoteric knowledge” of the false teachers. His nomination as Head of the Jerusalem Council was fundamental in setting out a 	succinct formal New Testament remedy that focused less on outward requirements [a catalyst for fear] and rather placed emphasis upon the sanctified and purified inner conscience, see [Mtt 12:46-	50; Jn 3:3; 7:1-13; Ac 2:14; 4:13;15:27-29; 2 Cor 1:11; Js 1:5-18, 27; 2:10f, 26; 2:10f; 3:1-8; 4:1ff; Jude].


3	Only one could identify himself in this way without further specification and that was Jude, James’ brother, in his brief treatise written at around AD 65 that offered Mosaic insights into the appropriate 	Spiritual respect. Jude militated strongly against false teachers whom he accused of inducing troubles and were a disgrace since they fed themselves and not the sheep; and he pointed to the 	lesson of doom that awaited them saying they would “wander out of orbit and into the dead of night ”. To the brethren he urged – keep yourself built-up in the Love of Christ, see [Gal 1:19; Jude 1ff].


				


Life  -  Peter James, Hillsong Pubishing, “Songs for Communion” © 2004


Testify  to Love  -  Avalon, Wow Gold Anniversary,  from “A Maze of Grace” © 1997 
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Bible Readings - Graeme Fraser & Vel Fraser for 2020. 


The Constitution of 1996 of South Africa, the Bill of Rights enshrines our right to religious freedom at Chapter 2 section 7 (1) and (2), section 15(1).





Graeme and Vel have continued the weekly Bible readings from 2014 - 2020 with the purpose of following Christ’s teachings of truth. As believers in Christ, Graeme and Vel passionately believe in the Scriptures that have provided for the Sons of Abraham and the Children of Israel with the references of - “God is able to graft Israel in again”;  “all Israel whom Christ calls, will be saved according to the Father’s Covenant with Israel”;  “[Y]ou shall see me no more until you say ‘blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord’!”; “[W]here once we were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel....but now in Christ Jesus we are reconciled, Jew and Christian in one body, through the Cross and through Christ we have access by one Spirit to the Father”;  “We are being built together, a holy temple for the Lord”;  “Christians must be grateful and careful”.  We believe Christ is God’s only begotten Son, Almighty God is His Father, the Person of the Holy Spirit are all God-three-in-One. All the angels of God worship Almighty God and Christ the Lord directs His heavenly Hosts. Christ’s Throne of Grace is eternal, He was blameless, He was anointed with gladness more than His companions and the Lord Jesus has no fellowship with lawlessness. Christ the Lord laid the foundation of the earth and heavens and He lives eternally. He will present His bride [claimed by Christ] the Church with washed garments and therefore unblemished before the Almighty God at God’s prescribed time. Gentiles were expressly assigned a place in kingdom prophecies that only through Christ would worship be acceptable to God. The Messiah is their Light and they spread the kērygmatic message of Christ’s Salvation to the ends of the earth as the Psalms of David and others reflected. David set out the general Scriptural position for defining information regarding singing and musical instruments in both Testaments that pertained originally to the music-loving Hebrews in its form, construction, rhythm, melody and harmony. The Lord according to His purpose for Mercy would draw the remnant of Jacob into the midst of many peoples, they shall be among all the nations in God’s bosom expressly to the glory of Christ and all who wish to drink from Christ’s Well of Living Water may approach Him and ask Him to save you. 


[Gen 10; 12:2; 1 Chronicles 15; Ezr 6:21; 9:15; Psalm 2; 78; 9:16; 119:106; Ps 150; Isa 11:10; 42:6; 49:6, 56:7; Jer 31:33; Mic 5:8; Mal 1:11; Mtt 3:11,16,17; 16:16-18; 18:17; 23:39; Jn 3:17,18; Ac 10:45; Ro 11:26; Eph 3:6; 2 Thess 1;11; Js 5:16; Rev 22:17]. 





ANY PERSON who wishes to be drawn by Almighty God into Jesus Christ’s Salvation may do as Scripture directs, pray and ask for Salvation. We urge thereafter that you urgently seek a Pastor or Minister who follows the Lord Jesus of Nazareth and the Minister will attend to your individual Spiritual growth and progression.   
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We research our weekly readings and continuously draw from the Source of Christ’s Life using the Wonderful Counsellor’s guidance since it was He who inspired the entire Scripture. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel relate in four parts, the meaning of God’s Life and Love for the human race and believers, read at John 1:1-18. Part I, the Old Testament ideal of “the good life”1 ran its precise course within the law and sacrificial system and in the prosaic New Testament, found eschatological fulfillment in Christ’s resurrection-Life that Scripture identified as “the only true Life”. On the plane of history, the Lord Jesus actualized the objects and purposes for His Father’s Life and Love where He promoted a sui generis religion comprised of compacted morals, ethics and religion of Yahweh of whom Isaiah the prophet wrote, regarding God’s people “[F]or your Maker is your husband” going through to the New Testament with a deeply influential composite of eschatology. Eternal Life in Christ, where death had brought eternal darkness, was available to all mankind in the form of Christ’s eternal Life had power to keep believers into His new Kingdom forever.  Christ is eternally alive because He is God who came to earth [His right arm], to make the offer to mankind for Salvation Life. Only those who voluntarily wanted Christ’s eternal Life, who wanted to live the way God’s citizens would be beneficiaries of a future and Scripture stated that while freely given, none could snatch believers from the Saviour’s hand. Barriers could however keep both young and old from eternal life e.g. a wealthy young man wanted to be sure he would get eternal life so he asked the Lord Jesus what he could do to attain it and Jesus’ approach went to the heart of the matter “..[i]f you sell your possessions and give them to the poor, you would inherit eternal life” but the young man turned away. To be able to wholly give over one’s wealth to the Lord was not always required of Christ’s followers and many did not however the point succinctly made was that it was required of the young man. Generally, we all need to ask ourselves - what is keeping me away from eternal life? In the New Testament the Lord offered participation in Salvation to every nation, race, creed and tongue and claimed He was the Light of the world and that for any nation to follow Him, meant He would be their trusted Counsellor, their true Command, He was God’s Presence and Spiritual protection to them. Matthew, a young disciple at around AD 26, viewed Life in-Christ as blocked by sin and found by few. Peter in his latter Epistles stated he had witnessed Christ’s actual death on the Cross and on becoming older he was in the position to provide invaluable supervision, protection, discipline, instruction and direction for all believers into the Life of Christ. The Apostles John and James equated Life with ‘Light’. James was forthright and stated one who rejected temptation would receive a crown of Life that symbolized the Life of royalty in the sight of God, meaning they were privileged. Paul the Apostle viewed Christ’s Life as akin to things honourable - i) to the Romans he elucidated obedience to God’s Will gave one eternal life; ii) one acted out of gratitude to God; iii) Paul’s famous last words to the young Minister Timothy related the plans of God before the world began, were to save mankind and He plainly accomplished this in His Saviour Jesus Christ whose everlasting life came pouring through, that raised Him up for all to see; iv) to the Colossian Church plagued by postulations towards religious relativism - the attempt to join the Life with lifeless paganism and Paul’s factual account of Christ Incarnate, advanced the consistency of God Almighty that the Life of Christ was the remedy in the darkness and would transform the soul’s condition by His Spiritual mighty energetic Life. John the aging Apostle further advised that we were privileged to have this kind of Life however that placed an onus on the believer to “abide”, for without abiding he would wither and sever from the Branch. Closely tied with ‘abide’ was the people to whom Christ brought eternal Life - primarily for His Father’s Children, the sons of Abraham; with characteristic faith to the Gentiles including incidences of special blessings e.g. He offered this Life to a woman at the well in Sychar, Samaria and changed her difficulties into a Day of Hope. Thus the temptress of Babylon in Revelation, Scripture prophetically portrayed as having no merit in God’s eyes since she did not recognize He was the Giver of all blessings and exhibited no sign of having been ‘bought back’ and redeemed. Life of the Ever-Living One had Life in Himself, in His Son, in His Spirit and He alone has immortality; in addition only He has the power to give or not give the Life2. ANY PERSON who wants to be born again with Christ’s Life, to receive peace and forgiveness may ask Lord Jesus to save them by Grace.








Footnotes


1	King Solomon was a wealthy man who lived the ultimate world-system life. He placed his confidence in wisdom, power, riches, honour and reputation and lived his appetites to the full but admittedly 	it all eventually brought him emptiness, restlessness and dis-satisfaction with past accomplishments, past victories and gain. He was noted as saying “..[n]o-one shared another’s victories, they were 	enjoyed alone” and was challenged by the Lord to find true lasting meaning in his life. Faith in God, he wisely concurred should be the reason for living, the importance of serving the Almighty God 	Who gave purpose and direction in life. Interestingly, Solomon’s words in his concluding remarks of Ecclesiastes were to “fear God” [Eccl 5-8].	 


2	See citations in seriatim [Mk 10:17; Isa 54:5; Ge 2:7; Jn 8:12; 10:28; Job 1:8; 1 Pe 5:1; Js 1:12; Ro 2:7; 2Tim 1:10; Col 1:13; Ro 6:22f; 1 Thes 2:19; Jn 6:27; Mtt 7:13; Jn 15:6; Ro 5:21; Rev 4:9; Jn 	5:26; Ro 4:17; 1 Tim 6:13; Rev 16:17-21; 17:1-18; Jn 15:1-10; Jn 4:17].   





A New Hallelujah  -  Michael W Smith, Debbie Smith and Paul Baloche, Word Music © 2008  
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Graeme and his wife Vel facilitate perspective of the instant, at around AD 46, that our God and Saviour’s audible voice was heard by Saul, read from Acts 5:34; 7:55-57; 20:16; 22:3-21; Galatians 1:13,17,18-19; 2:1-10; Philippians 3:5. Saul, Called directly from among the ranks of Lord Jesus’ most vehement resisters, was an intelligent, articulate and committed religious institutional teacher and advocate whom the Lord chided “[I]ts hard to kick against the goads..”. The ‘goad’ being Stephen’s astoundingly powerful vision of “Christ standing at the Throne of the Power on High” as they stoned him - all of which had impact on Saul regarding a further decision he made, based on the validity of Stephen’s remarkable witness. The Lord Jesus proved and validated His presence in a measure was within each believer, by asking Paul “[W]hy are you persecuting Me?” and further directed Paul “..[n]ow get up on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and witness of what you have seen of Me and what I will show  you”. Jesus had made a way and brought forth in Paul the hall-mark highly organized life-path that brought glory to Almighty Father God and extended the Church in the known world. Barnabas introduced Paul to the three awesome Pillars of the Church, the backbone of God’s Love, Light and Revelation in the lives of James, antagonist brother saved by Grace; Peter with crisp, succinct grasp of revelation; and John the disciple Jesus loved. Paul created an effective environment for Scripture-based boards and respective local bodies that met regularly and provided an overarching frame of active glory in the best interests of Christ, overcomers who related to God’s bestowals of Grace for the ultimate benefit of - the afflicted, children, the meek, the sick, those in need of mercy, widows, the misfortunate, orphans and all workers in Christ’s name so that they could be living witnesses to Christ’s Grace and extend the Lord’s kingdom. The provision of Jesus’ Grace played a significant part in Paul’s conversion, preachings and technical guidance prayerfully against opposition e.g. at Iconium his old colleagues tyrannized and stirred up a murderous mob but Paul’s new Aorist Christian friends with quickened facalties stood around him so that he escaped. Paul encouraged appropriate Spiritual relationships between believers and personally relied upon the dependable. He earnestly monitored and served to protect Jesus’ beloved sheep as in - i) Paul’s travelling companions advanced to a hardworking group of four that included the kind, methodical doctor Luke and young Timothy and Titus; ii) Paul upheld the authenticity of the Gospel as useful for teaching since it was God-breathed; iii) he founded Churches; iv) preached to eager crowds; v) preached of the Holy Spirit’s powerful role in our daily living; vi) Paul addressed unity and preached of Christ’s co-workers as God’s family1; vii) he preached four distinguishing joys of Grace - joy in suffering, serving God, belief and in giving; viii) he wept deeply in his heart - sustained by the Holy Spirit - for a city that had lost its way and rejected Grace; ix) he preached of the most important role assigned to Christians as glorifying God; x) he exposed the doctrines of jealous false-teachers saying they were not fit for Gospel purposes; xi) he deeply understood and preached of the function of Grace instead of condemnation; xii) he preached of Israel past and [then] present saying the Lord God would use Israel in His future; xiii) Paul addressed the significance of personal responsibility devoid of self-effort to earn God’s favour; xiv) he continually led the way in his attributions of Christ, amidst ferocious opposition; xv) he preached  of the “courtship” of Christ and His Church and of “watchfulness” for the 2nd Appearance of Christ where he held the doctrine that believers’ bodies were hidden in Christ and would be raised with Christ; xvi) following his guidance, young Ministers learned Paul’s skills for management and the scope of God’s kērygmatic plans; xvii) he gave express Spiritual guidance regarding qualifications for leaders who occupied such a rank; xviii) he dealt with matters public and citizenry; xix) he preached athleticism of being morally, Spiritually and ethically fit; xx) Paul preached the truth of male and female co-heirs blessed and made available to bring glory to God; and Paul himself placed faith in God for his own tent-making business’ income. Paul came highly qualified however he boasted only in Christ “..[b]ut all these things that I once thought2 were worthwhile - I’ve now thrown them all away so that I can put my trust3 and hope in Christ alone”, he explained. ANY PERSON with ears to hear who wishes to place all their hope in the mercy of God may pray for Salvation and Lord Jesus gives you Grace right where you are. 





Footnotes


1	Paul’s sister, saved by Grace, lived in Jerusalem  [1 Sa 18:1-4; Prov 17:17; Jer 27:9-11; Ac 23:16; see Spiritual Beliefs 2016 at page 56]. 


2	On a general conspectus, Isaiah, John and Paul wrote in terms of Grace - i) rescue, we were loved before the foundation of the world; ii) Lord Jesus traded judgment for His forgiveness; iii) we are 	afforded friendship with Righteous Father; iv) Christ’s obedience took the place of our disobedience; v) deliverance by Jesus’ death and resurrection brought us back; vi) Grace covered our sins - 	“the more sin, the more Grace abounded”; vii) Almighty God’s kindness reigns over the earth and He has declared Salvation available through Christ to ANY PERSON who asks to be saved; viii) 	blessings and wisdom are the foundation of our lives; ix) Christ’s intercession gives instant access [respectfully] to God; x) ability to “offer ourselves for thanksgiving to God” is activated in our lives. 	See non-exhaustively [Isa 41:8-9; Jn 17:18-22; Ro 1:16; 2:4; 5:19; 2 Cor 9:8; Gal 4:18; Eph 4:13; Phil 1:6; Col 1:10-13; 3:14;2 Tim 3:12-16; Titus1:8].        


3	Having the mind of Christ affected Paul in - honesty, his anchor, his brotherhood with Christian friends, consistent living, his plans and responsibilities. He sent a circular letter to the Ephesians not 	as a counter to heresies but to strengthen the members by explaining God’s purpose was that one could not earn Grace, nor do we deserve it and man’s religious and moral laws could not gain it – 	it was given as God’s voluntary gift to those He saved. However believers were not without law before God. The divine law of Love was interpreted and exemplified by Christ. For believers the two 	Commandments were the “fleshing out of the law”. Love God and have mercy on others, see [Ro 1:7; 6:14; 7:6; 1 Cor 7:22, 9:21, 10:23-33; Gal 1:8, 2:9; 3:13, 5:2-4,18, 6:2; Eph1:8: 2:15].  	 





Exhale  -  Plumb, Curb Records, plumbmusic.net© 2017   


Grace Wins  -  Matthew West from “Live Forever” © 2017   
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Graeme and his wife Vel extend analysis and synthesis to the occurrence of Transfiguration, read at Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36; Hebrews 1:3; 5:5-6 and 2 Peter 1:16-18. 


In context, Christ, in the previous three weeks had ministered in the authoritative miracles of the Messiah. He delivered, healed the sick, lame, the blind, He had mentioned His death to His disciples; He miraculously fed four thousand, walked on water and a week previously Peter’s earth-shattering true revelation “You are the Christ, the Son of God” was poignant. On the Transfiguration day, Jesus went up to Mt Hermon accompanied by three disciples - John whom He loved, James, Peter and while they prayed they witnessed the full glory of the Lord God upon Lord Jesus’ bodily form that glittered with brightness and His face, as referenced by Scripture, shone1. The three disciple-witnesses also saw the appearance of Moses and Elijah and heard words that related to the Lord’s death, burial and resurrection. The bond with Moses was noteworthy that as early in the Hebrew history, at around 1450 B.C. Yahweh had elected and spoken to His servant Moses in mysterious flame and non-consuming fire [potentially the color for bronze and judgment of fire], He delivered His people, was their Shepherd and originated the first Covenant through Moses the lawgiver, adjudicator and prophet. In electing Elijah, the significance of Yahweh’s religion was most robustly preserved from vitiating idolatry; the office of prophecy was once again respected and revelation of the mighty power of Lord God unleashed in nature was taught and finally Elijah expressly associated with the  office of Messiah. It has long since been a religious thought that Elijah would potentially be one of the two witnesses in Revelation [Rev 11:4-14]. At this juncture, the acknowledgement of God’s glorious Son [God’s audible voice] and the presence of Moses and Elijah were signs and symbols the Lord God chose to employ as representative of Himself and His work, that was sufficiently attested to and recognized in the transparency of the original Oath and God’s Pledge of validity in terms of Jesus’ purpose. The message carried far into the years and regarding the doctrine of Election, both Peter and John understood the level of privilege of access to God came attached with the responsibilities of praising Him and proclaiming Him2.  They wrote extensively of these matters later. Peter3 at Pentecost made public proclamation of the Lord’s death and resurrection and around 3,000 were baptized that very day. In his Epistle at around AD 68, Peter elucidated “[I] saw Father God the Excellent Glory, put His honour upon His Son, the Lord Jesus - with my own eyes”. The author/s to the book of Hebrews4 at the outset confirmed the Oath of God the Father and the Superiority of Christ His Son wide enough to cover over everything. They reasoned that nothing additional could be done and that those of the faith simply needed to stand in His glory, thank the Lord, praise Him and share with one another, in order to please God. John5 the disciple Jesus loved, in his Epistle connected Jesus the Lord to - i) eternal Life; ii) faith; iii) Spiritual Sight as opposed to Isaiah’s “hardened hearts beyond repair” [Isa 6:8-10]; iv) the fuller Life from the Good Shepherd; v) assurance Jesus’ Light brought glory to God and not to Himself.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour who, according to God’s Oath came to offer mankind a way out of darkness by Salvation, may ask Lord Jesus to save you by His Grace.                  





Footnotes


1	“Bright dazzling white” were descriptions that related to pertinent color terminologies as Yahweh’s servants differentiated between natural and artificial light in the history of the Old Testament 	Hebrews that pertained to their obedience to make no graven image before God, in addition, the sombre nation drew the Lord God’s affection and He illustrated His wonderful gracious, tender mercy 	and providence. Moses and Elijah were not angels however generally regarding angels, Scripture differentiated sharply between God’s angels at His Throne who praise Him unceasingly; and the 	angel in stibium who fell from Almighty God’s favour, see [Job 1:7-12; Mtt 4:3; 2 Cor 11:14; Eph 6:12; Rev 4:6; 9:13-17; 12:7,11-12; 18:2; 19:10; 20:2,7].


2	Both Apostles believed in the Sovereignty of election where God chose one to serve Him for His own delight. Peter soteriologically called God’s election “foreknowledge” in Christ the Incarnate Son 	for redemption by His atoning death that brought “inexpressible and everlasting glorious joy”. In addition, he called for a personal and private “review of one’s works” to bring glory to Lord God. John 	couched his Election words in joy and light, stating believers must share their fellowship and joys with God and with one another, see [Ro 9:23; 11:5;1 Pe 1:2,8,20; Jn 13:32; 1 Jn 1:3-4; 2:18]. 


3	Peter urged for the import of building upon the foundation of Jesus the Lord and he exposed the sycophancy of false teachers who ran beyond the hall-mark of genuine faith. Paul later urged to 	“shine like stars” as opposed to mankind hurting one another, see [Ac 2:14-28; Php 2:15; 1 Peter 1:23; ch’s 1-5; 2 Pe 1-3 for some of the best advice on Christian growth, ever]. 


4	The book was written by Hebrew Christians for their brethren in constant danger of relapse. The author/s illustrated the glorious transcendency of Jesus Christ and His new dispensation that was 	far “better” than the old, as in - i) a better revelation; ii) a better hope; iii) a better Priesthood; iv) the better Covenant; v) better promises; vi) better sacrifices; vii) better possessions; viii) better country 	in heaven; ix) a better Resurrection as we stand in God’s glory and as we arise at the 2nd Appearance of Jesus Christ to the fuller glory, see [Heb 1:1-4; 7:19-28; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16; 11:35].    


5	Most of the eye witnesses to Jesus’ ministry had died by the time John wrote his Epistles – to the Church and to the Elect Lady. John’s Master, Friend and Lord had revealed a class of light and love 	unmatched by anything on earth and the definition of first-hand knowledge of this John embraced as against darkness. John valuably countered two strands of heresies from the false teachers who 	called themselves “anti-Christs” – i) they denied the reality of sin which meant the possibility of an “appeal” for Grace would not materialize; ii) they denied Jesus Christ was God Incarnate. John 	distinguished between mankind’s cavilling flesh, materialism and pride –  as dissimilar to holiness. Holiness was not remote but as close as one’s daily confession [John 12:37-41; 1Jn 1:9; ch 1&2,3].


 


Creation Medley  -  Prague Symphony Orchestra, from the album “Symphony of Praise”, products of Thankyou music and Integrity music © 2017    


God of All My Days  -  Casting Crowns [Rdio edit]written by Mark Hall and Jason Ingram © 2016    
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue with the theme of God’s audible voice as vital to Jesus Christ’s public ministry, sourced at Mtt 3:13-17; Mk 1:9-11; Lk 3:21-22; Jn 1:29-34. At the age of twelve Jesus understood His mission and by the age of 30 years, the spotless Lamb of God, dedicated to His Father’s service deliberately set out to be counted with the sinners. Our Lord was baptized by John the Baptist and as Lord Jesus arose from the baptism1 waters the audible voice of God was heard by the Lord, His disciples and the public, witnessed and later fully documented. All three Gospels authored by Matthew and Mark recorded Abba Father’s words “[Y]ou are My much loved Son… yes, My delight” in addition, recorded was the impact of the Holy Spirit who descended upon Christ that comprehensively indicated vivid truths even for us today - i) Proof of Father’s creational Fatherhood and that He is God of the spirits of all flesh; ii) Proof of a Covenant relationship between Father and Son in His provision for empowerment; iii) Proof of generative Fatherhood, Father and Son, which Jesus and Father exclusively participated in and where on countless occasions Jesus advised His Father was a working Father2; iv) Father and Spirit were family and showed solidarity of kin to Jesus; v) Proof of Triune activity; vi) inauguration of Jesus’ public ministry; vii) proof of the approved [from on High] office of High Priest [“My delight”] and prophet who was sensitive to morals and conditions, who brought remedy to the tide of sin; viii) proof the adoptive3 Fatherhood was real; viii) Proof of the believers’ registry in heaven.  John, the Baptist recognized the differentiation between his ministry and the Lord’s. God’s Holy Spirit of God brought mankind under conviction of sin and judgment whereas John the Baptist, to cite his actual words “[I] baptize with water but One superior comes who takes away the sins of the world…I have seen the Son of God”- which was recorded by John4 the disciple who witnessed the baptism of Jesus and Spirit descending on Him. The Spirit further guided the crowds5 towards the Lord, into truth which meant that John the Baptist had been a stepping stone towards the revelation of sin and eschatological judgment to which Luke witnessed in agreement. Jesus fully understood the Father and Spirit Triune and dutifully followed the Holy Spirit’s lead thereafter [Lk 11:20]. Even at around AD 26, the differentiation between the world system and the kingdom of God could not be more tangibly cast. The Son of God did not use His power to satisfy personal desires or to amaze people or to dominate the world by political and military force, nor was He a communalist or capitalist. His strength lay in humility and trust in God’s intrinsic value - i) the prophetic treatment by Yahweh’s prophets clearly influenced His Godly loyalties; ii) holding onto tender aspects of God’s loving nature, faithfulness and watchful care, the Lord loved with reciprocal responsibility, honour and reverence; iii) in winning souls; iv) God’s pre-ordained Salvation divinely launched and Jesus’ Water of Life flowed in the direction of the Holy Spirit6 in realizing God’s Will. Jesus was thus unbound by religious establishment ideas, instead He deliberately applied the Law of God in the light of Father’s original intention. In conclusion, for purposes of a fully-orbed Salvation, Scripture assured of registry7 in heaven. ANY PERSON who wishes to know Jesus of Nazareth sent by God to bring Salvation may ask the Saviour to save you and thereafter kindly attend a Church whose preacher follows the teachings and baptism doctrine of Jesus of Nazareth. 


  


Footnotes


1	At around AD 26, waters from the Sea of Galilee trickled down into the curving, weaving, winding Jordan river in S Palestine near Jericho and at a shallow spot or ‘ford’, Jesus was baptized. 	“Jordan” meant ‘the descender’ or ‘flowing’. John’s baptism aligned to Jewish ceremonial washing and Qumran purification rites [Mtt 3:13-17; Mk 1:9-11; Lk 3:21-22; Jn 1:29-34; 3:22f].  


2	Indeed, His heavenly Father – i) was always working for the good; ii) rendered His planned teachings through Ten Commandments; iii) He entrusted everything to Jesus; iv) He made promises He 	honoured; v) He shouldered provision for His Son [as in the descending Holy Spirit]; vi) He defended widows and loved the poor; vii) He gave good gifts just because you believe in His Son; viii) He  	provided for daily needs through freely giving the “Living Bread” from heaven; ix) He had pre-ordained preparations in heaven for whomever humbly performed His will; x) He gave Jesus many 	people who would follow Him [ANY PERSON who 	genuinely believed in Christ and followed His teachings was counted in]; xi) Father God cleared the stones from the soil of the vineyard -  	accomplished by His Spirit He sanctified believers in their Spiritual walk, see [Mtt 	7:21; 25:34; Lk 24;49; Jn 5:17-43; 6:32,62; 8:28; 10:25,29; 10;30-32; 15:1-10; 16:10; 18:11]. 


3	In other words, He is Our Father who raised us, taught us, gave us a new name, provides for us and has given us the most precious, treasured Gift of all - Jesus our Lord and no amount of realized 	assets could ever purchase Him, see [Gal 3:26].  


4	John was a disciple of considerable interest. He came from a prosperous family, His father owned a boat and hired servants. Mary and Salome were sisters which meant that John was not merely a 	witness to the works of Jesus, he was cousin to our Lord in the flesh and our Lord imparted much about His Father in heaven and His Spirit, to John more so than to the others. His mother Salome, 	visually observant and caring, voluntarily provided for Jesus out of her own substance. Jesus however still sternly appealed for a high quality of worship and ceremonial cleanliness – mercy, not 	sacrifice - from each believer with no regard for social standing, title or wealth [Mtt 4:18-22; 5:20; 12:7; 20:22; Mk 1:21;15:40-4]. 


5	See [Lk 3:5-23]   


6	This is one of God’s incomprehensible mysteries that Jesus referenced as the Power by which He worked. Paul the Apostle instructed the rational Church in the doctrine of three Persons-in-One, 	and taught wise advice such as - knowing what actions are required of us meant little without the will to perform them, which is where the brilliance of the Trinity became clear. The Spirit of 	God enabled believers to bring glory to Him, due to Jesus’ name and works [Isa 11:1-5; Mtt 12:17-21; 28:19;Lk 2:49; Jn 3:16; Acts ch 2; 1 Cor 2:7; 12:1-28; ch13-14; 2 Cor 3:18;4:4; Eph 1:12-14	


7	Heavenly citizenship encompassed – i) a source of real joy; ii) future exaltation assured; iii) promise of a permanent residence; iv) it furnished an undying hope; v) it provided a glorious inheritance; 	vi) a Register consisted of inscribed names of all its citizens, see [Lk 10:20; 22:30; Jn 14:2; Php 3:20; 1 Pe 1:4; Rev 21:27].    		


Everlasting Joy  -  Jon Egan [official acoustic version] © 2019


No Shame  -  10th Avenue North © 2019











    




































































































































































Graeme and his wife Vel, proffer brief comment on the doctrine of the Ascension of the resurrected Christ, according to Scripture and read at Mark 16:19; Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:9-11; Hebrews 4:14. Lord Jesus in His dramatic departure from the “local Christ confined to Jerusalem” who worked the Will of His Father, ceased earthly ministry and became the “Universal Christ” with materialized promise “[L]o, I am with you always” inscribed and made possible by Lord God’s provender1. Scripture established that God our heavenly Father is a generous Giver and in sending His Son with Salvation, He opened up the “eschatology” doctrine endemic to all nations who followed Jesus with implication that His kingdom was established on the earth. Throughout the ages, our Abba Father has been progressively accomplishing His judgment against wickedness, firstly in accordance with the long process of elected men and women from the Old Testament, who righteously served Him on earth and came to a crux in the Person of Jesus Christ - Immanuel, meaning “with us is our God” of whom Isaiah spoke and, secondly, at around AD 31, according to God’s purpose the resurrected2 Christ’s ascension into heaven and seated at the right side of the Throne of Lord God Almighty prays on behalf of His Church3. Eschatology embraced the facts of God’s Presence for the redeemed4 would be fully realized only at the 2nd Appearance of Christ in bodily form, where He would dwell among the redeemed in the new heaven and earth, made possible through Jesus’ Cross that critically reversed the curse and God’s wrath/condemnation. The ascension thus marked the following truths - i) Christ’s intercessory role for His Church commenced; ii) the coming of the Holy Spirit with gifts for His Church, replaced Jesus’ presence on earth; iii) the Holy Spirit could be everywhere at the same time; iv) Jesus’ heavenly reign began and would culminate in His 2nd Appearance on earth with His glory in full view; v) it is Father God’s pledge that Christ the Lord would return [this is of import] in bodily form “[T]his same Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven” [Acts 1:11, our italics]. On earth, Jesus’ followers are in close proximity to the Source and they are notoriously filled with Abba Father’s Holy Spirit who causes them to thrive5 and sing songs in unceasing self-offerings of praise and thanksgiving to Abba Father and the Lord Jesus for their His gracious wonderful Gift. Scripture described God’s true Apostles and followers’ who were anchored to the Word of God and they flocked. They are Spiritually fed due to the ascended Lord Jesus’ prayers and witness with preference for God’s only begotten Son6. The New Testament makes reference over 300 times to the 2nd Appearance of Christ. ANY PERSON who wishes to open their heart and lift up their belief into Jesus’ loving Salvation will find if they genuinely ask, access to God our heavenly Father will be granted and sin removed as you confess your sins to God.  





Footnotes


1	Jesus the Lord was fitted by suffering and at present reigns, seated at the right hand of the Throne of the Power  in heaven  -  with authority, the Son of God by Almighty God’s oath holy, harmless 	and undefiled, an unchangeable royal High Priest in the order of Melchizedek, Perfect forever, Minister of the Living Sanctuary of God who covers believers with His perfect blood, Realizer of God’s 	promises, One who placed God’s laws upon believers’ hearts for obedience, provider of safety from the upcoming judgment by God’s fiery indignation against His adversaries, God of Faith, our 	Brother, co-Heir, Lord and Friend, the Truth [Hebr ch 1-13].


2	See [Rev 5:1-10]


3	Jesus was a most treasured Saviour who urged people follow Him not for temporal or physical benefits or for prestige or votes but because they were spiritually hungry. He was well aware of the 	significance of His name and He generously permitted His Church to pray using the affectionate name of “Abba Father” and Father God set His Seal upon us, in addition Jesus permitted 	believers to ask Abba Father for anything they wanted over Christ the Lord’s signature, which was a warm gesture that went according to the most incomparable Plan and Purpose ever construed in 	that being given the Holy Spirit meant we belonged to Christ, see [Mtt 1:21; Jn 6:27; 2 Cor 1:22; see pg 52 of Spiritual Belief 2019 for the meaning of  “Jesus”].   


4	The core issue of redemption in eschatology the Lord revealed wisely and provided the Church with much encouragement in their witness for Christ, see [Psalm 110:1].	 


5	Some of Jesus’ faith continue to live in the basement where it is dark and dingy. Others live on the ground floor beyond the foundation and some sunlight has entered their lives however their 	outlook remains limited to the circumstances that surround them. Others live higher. Sunlight and warmth flood the rooms because they have opened up walls and a living space plus the noise and 	distractions of the worldly streets do not disturb them. The air is pure and their eyes are on the blue skies and distant hills. They live above the world, hidden with Christ in God who wishes us all to 	live open wide lives 	before Him in His higher realm, as so many men and women of Abraham’s faith did before us and Scripture states they now urge us onwards, see [Heb 10:19; ch 11-13].       


6	Jesus of Nazareth walked the earth, saved, healed, attended to needs and delivered generations from demons. The seed preached by the Son of Man, the Sower, was seed sowed in a field called 	“the world” which Scripture described as “wheat and tares”. Jesus was willingly depicted as a man dependant upon others  – the birds, the thorns and human beings - all of which frustrated and 	placed many obstacles across the path of the seed however our Saviour won it all at the Cross where He overturned all the works of the devil and completed His task of sowing upon the earth. It was 	further planned and He accordingly ascended on high into the function of High Priest who with immense Authority, Power and Influence perpetually intercedes for us and according to the tenor of His 	prayers He influences for the good, the Church and followers who are brought into the Covering of God’s Will to testify and to the kērygmatic function [Mtt 13:3ff; Js 3:18;Ro 12:21;1Jn 5:4; see pgs 


	8,13,19 of our Spiritual Belief 2019].


		 


The Lost are Found  -  Hillsong Chapel, Forever Reign © 2010 


Forever Reign  -  Hillsong Chapel, Forever Reign  © 2010
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Graeme and his wife Vel glean from the anachronistic record the Sovereign Lord’s audible Call, commission and empowering of Ezekiel who exhibited God’s foreordained appointed times and places arranged beforehand, that related to the pronouncements of God over the sinful condition of His people, read at Ezekiel 1:1-28; 2:1-10; ch 18; 33:10-20. Ezekiel was a priest-in-training when destruction suddenly collapsed1 Judah, its priests, the people and the ‘amhār-āreṣ or common poor people who yearned for the purity of God’s Words. They were exiled and settled beside the Chebar canal in Tel Abib, Babylon of Chaldea where they launched into a period of waiting.  Ezekiel’s recordal opened with a hopeful revelation of the all-seeing perfectly strong, intelligient, diligently serving and divine glory of Lord God and as His Watchman, Ezekiel utilized parables, symbolic behaviour, riddles and object lessons in his unsparing portrayal of the Sovereign Lord’s people. Priesthood2 principles of ceremonial cleanliness, ritual and ethical cleanliness had a deep impact upon Ezekiel, shown particularly at his loathing of the pollution in his own people and his abhorrence at the manner in which they spectacularly flaunted their double-mindedness, debt to God and spiritual bankruptcy. Ezekiel’s treatise of prophecies changed to hope of the Lord’s future exaltation and glory, where the Lord promised3 he would take His people from being unrecognized and dry as wood to a position where He would “[o]pen the graves of exile and cause His people to rise with His Spirit” notwithstanding Ezekiel’s prophecy of the second most loved and well-established vision of the “valley of dry bones” that drew on flesh from God’s Life and affected the righteous remnant’s basic and most durable core-being and deepest affiliations. The key lesson learnt was that the Omnipotent God was not limited by His people’s failure and the spectacular earthly restoration of His religion vindicated His eternal honour. Heartened in their grief by the vision of the new Temple, the exiles would seek God’s forgiveness and Ezekiel’s message flashed simultaneously from Mount Sinai to the Hill of Calvary that forgiveness would be offered through the sacrificial standard from Moses’ day where they would be able to approach Lord God as a nation, no longer dependant on hereditary factors nor Israel’s past, they would move forward wholly upon the Grace of God [43:18-27]. The measuring of portions revealed worth and content in worship of God and of import was the leadership’s restoration, who would focus on the True Shepherd. The witness of eschatological influence was borne by the returning exiles’ lack of interest in enforcing those points that lay within their power namely confirmation of the faithful Zadokite priests and the apparent duplication of the Day of Atonement [45:18-20]. For purposes of conformity - priestly instruction; sharing of tribal land, the “City of God” open to any person in the land from any area; conditions, regulations and daily worship were set out and the placement of the “True Vine” was significant in that it represented a full and adequate supply of the good gifts of life available from the One God sent. The river Ezekiel saw that issued from the Temple was representative of God’s pleasure in His Life flowing for His people, that He wanted to bless all who loved Him. The beautiful doctrine of hope4 was extraordinary throughout the ages. ANY PERSON who wishes to ask Lord God to assist them to love Him may call on the Saviour right where you are. 


  


Footnotes


1	Outstanding events recorded were – i) the departure of the glory of the Lord; ii) the fall of Jerusalem; iii) the return of the Shekinah glory, see [10:16-18; 11:23; 33:21; 44:4].


2	In the normal course, the priests were “set apart”, the love of God was detectable in them and they lived free of arrogance and self-conceit. Priests rendered religious instruction and at times took a 	position on the Bench in the role of assessor alongside a judge in matters pertaining to the priesthood. Priests received no income, they depended upon God. “Merari” priests built the specialized 	Tabernacle frame and its courts and were significant to king David. Pleasing God was endemic to the priesthood and the priests sang thanks, praises and dedications to Him on a daily basis and 	walk in fullness of blessing. The modern day eschatological thought would thus be - the eschatological Church was a royal priesthood whose people had connection with their High Priest and they 	would be expected to endure akin to that of the priesthood[Ex 19:5; Lev 2:1ff; Dt 17:8-13;1 Chr 23:28-32; Isa 61:6; Eze 13:1ff; 1 Pe 2:9].  


3	Chief predictions, promises and concepts of high value -  the glory of the nation was to be restored were enumerated – i) heed the watchman’s warnings; ii) displace the false shepherds with 	true shepherds; iii) national revival and God’s restoration; iv) the overthrow of enemies; v) the building of a new Sanctuary; vi) the return of the glory of the Lord;  vii) the ministry of a loyal priesthood; 	viii) Life-giving waters issuing from the Sanctuary; ix) the new heart; x) personal responsibility; xi) non-tempered mortar; xii) the search for a man of integrity; xiii) sentimental hearers; xiv) ministerial 	concepts; xv) revival; xvi) Spiritual food, see in seriatim [Ezek ch 33-48; 11:19; 36:25-28; 18:20-32; 13:10-15; 22:30; Jer 5:1; 33:30-32; ch 13,33,34; ch 37; 3:1-3; Rev 10:10].	   


4	Throughout the history of God’s people, hope  was canvassed with varying connotations. The law and teachings administered to patriarchs, prophets and priests, they committed to memory with 	ability in the recitation of quite lengthy passages, pertinent to the analogy of the subject. Moses inscribed God’s hope as His pre-ordained plan; Job saw the Lord covering shadows of gloom with 	the 	hope of His light; the Psalmist held that hope would refresh the Servant of the Lord and for hope’s good influence on souls; Solomon justified hope as a treasure of purity, an anchor that kept one 	Spiritually sane; Isaiah saw the Source of hope gave His promises to the merciful and generous; Daniel expressed hope in divine ability; Hosea in his Call to illustrate God’s love umpteen times, 	inscribed hope as the fuller revelation of God; Joel considered the Spirit of Lord God as the people’s hope; the Apostles, in union with God’s Old Testament servants, rejected any foreign confuted 	doctrine or indeed ancillary elements that attached to the cavilling flesh of man, inextricably linked hope with - true Shepherding, cleansing, Light; God’s Living Water; and the aging Apostle John 	confirmed Stephen’s vision of Christ standing before God’s Throne, ready to send us hope, see [Ge 3:15; Job 12:22; Ps 51:12; 110;7; Prov 12:5; S of S 5:10; Isa 40:31; 58:10; Dan 3:17; Hos 6:3; 	Joel 3:18; Zech 14:8; Jn 4:10,14; 7:38,39; Ac 26:18; 1 Pe 2:9; Rev 7:17].        


	 


Redeemed  -  Big Daddy Weave from “Love Come to Life”  © 2012


Song of my Father  -  Urban Rescue from “Wild Heart” produced by Joshua Silverberg © 2017	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel point rationally to the significance of the Lord’s audible Call to the prophet Jeremiah where we read Chapter 1. Jeremiah came under the Lord’s pre-ordained plan for his life and his syndoche prophetic treatment1 drew strong parallels between truth and falsehood, profligacy, improbity and an apostasized nation where he aligned to God’s purpose to “tear down, rebuild; destroy and throw aside, uproot and replant”. Literally throughout the centuries the original citadel Jerusalem came under adaptations, captures, periodic raids, destructions, building, re-building, ruins; wall repairs, walls built, walls demolished then rebuilt. Jeremiah prophesied the same message for 23 years despite opposition in the form of outright blandishments2 from his own people yet he never doubted and continued with God’s message under the approval of God. The basic outline of Jeremiah’s prophetic book was Call, poetry, narrative, messages, prophecies against Judah and Gentile surrounding nations and then the fall of Jerusalem, where Jeremiah resided and the Children of Israel went into exile. The theological contribution proffered by Jeremiah was his concept of the New Covenant (“NC”) - in fact Jeremiah was the first to use the word NC, where he elaborated that due to failure in adherence to the previous Covenant - and the exile provided ample proof of God’s steep displeasure - the new type of Covenant should embody Grace3 written upon the heart, where every person of faith would know God personally and receive forgiveness for sins. At around AD 30, the end of Christ’s ministry on earth the agreement itself took place between Lord God and Lord Jesus, on the grounds of Jesus’ death4 and His resurrection, which will be pronounced upon when He returned as Judge. In conclusion, we considered Jeremiah’s theology as the blue-print5 for the Church in that obedience also meant believers might still come under circumstantial hardship in Jesus name. ANY PERSON who wishes to walk in God’s New Covenant may give your heart to Lord Jesus and confess your sins so that they can be removed in Salvation.  





Footnotes


1	Jeremiah’s warnings simultaneously launched against false prophets and false teachers who “appeared to live within religious lines” but did not speak an iota of God’s word instead they watered 	down His 	message and rendered a benign, self-serving “expert copyist” point of view that encouraged subtle disobedience against God, see [Jer 23:9-14; 29:8].   


2	Geographically, Dan [notably excluded from the List of Tribes in Revelation] and Ephraim were positioned near Megiddo and Scripturally in Revelation, the battle of the Lord took place at Megiddo 	with a poor outlook for mankind. At Jeremiah’s era, threats of international and Middle Eastern domination were imminent; and when they came the judgments of God took the forms of famine, 	drought, disease, foreign invasion and exile. The Lord God’s mercy for His exiled people remained steadfast and their safety within the range of perameters of His Will e.g. with the loss of the 	Temple they prayed next to the river with no outward trappings for the earning of grace and the Lord spoke with them [Nu 2:18; Jdg 8:2; 2 Sa 2:8ff; Jer 4; Rev 7:5-8; see also Pg 26 footnote 4 from 	Spiritual Belief 2019].    


3	Zechariah in his portrayal of God’s incomparable power distinguished between God’s Grace and man’s power used to build the Temple - tough, strong, unbending and harsh men who came under 	heavy opposition. Zechariah entreated them to put their trust in the Lord’s power and not their own since in their submission to God  “..[n]o mountain can stand before you, you will succeed because 	of the eternal Spirit of God Almighty”. Solomon wisely expressed - that respect, reverence and standing in awe of God because of Who He is, gave the purpose to our lives, see [Zech 4:7]. 


4	Jesus. At the Passover meal spoke the preamble and terms of the NC “[T]his is My body broken for you …this is My blood shed for the remission of sins”.  The apostle Paul utilized the key legal 	concept  “…[t]his is the New Covenant in My blood” as pertaining to contract and signatures; and the author/s to Hebrews cited and defined the agreement as “[a] better Covenant” that rested on 	Christ, [Jer 31:31-34; Lk 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25; Heb 1:1ff; 8:8-12]. 	 


5	There is no life too complex for God to forgive sin. Unlike the idolatrous ‘high places’ and ‘wooden/metal statuettes’, Lord God was not bound to the land nor its things, He lived eternally which meant 	that He continued forever while empires and leaders rose and fell; He Called those He had chosen to do His work, whose testimonies essentially made up the Old and New Testaments of the Bible 	and believers tried their best to live according to His Word, see [Isa 55:9; Mtt 7:21; Jn 1:3-5; 14:21; Ac 1:12-13; 16:22-25; Ro 5:4; 1 Cor 15:33;1 Thess 3:1-3; Js a:2-5].	


	  


Witness  -  Jordan Feliz from the album “Future” written by Jordan Feliz, produced by Colby Wedgeworth © 2017 [thanks to the Wow hits concept].


Point to You  -   We are Messengers, written by Darren Mulligan,  produced by Seth Mosley, Dayspring music © 2016					
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the plans of priority Lord God audibly shared with Isaiah, where we read from Isaiah chapter 1; 6:1-13; 53:1-12. In accordance with the historical context at around 792 B.C. to 618 B.C. upheavals in the religious and political realms split1 the nation, where the S had been invaded time and again; and the N at that juncture was on the precipice of being overrun2. The etymology of Isaiah’s name meant “Jehovah has Saved” and the Lord God completely broke new ground in the history of world religion when He raised up the prophet Isaiah in his dramatic encounter with the imposing lofty stature of God Most High and Lifted Up, that by no stretch of the imagination affected Isaiah’s character for the next half-century. Isaiah’s florid excursus of God’s glorious Light and majesty, beautious Counsel and Peace and the angels who hovered in service to God around His Throne, was powerful and awe-inspiring. Listening to their praises of God that shook and rumbled the Temple, Isaiah experienced an uneasy feeling deep within his heart as he realized he was common and unclean with no hope of measuring up to Jehovah’s honourable standards - and yet, God cleansed and forgave Isaiah so that Jehovah’s Will might be declared and published for all to see. Isaiah was Called by God to announce His approaching judgment; and to restoration in that the people offered their time, trust, money, intelligience and energy to Jehovah with non-corrupted hearts and kept Covenant [as Jehovah had].  Isaiah continuously prayed for the nation to be saved since God’s love for them had not departed, He cared for them even where the Lord saw they had been reduced to one-tenth of the Root. The second half of the prophecy is known as the Messianic3 prophecy. Isaiah had vision to see across the centuries to the Coming Messiah. The picture afforded us by Isaiah regarding Christ’s undertaking, titles and characteristics are the most comprehensive of all the prophets. The Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth as He was named, came from the Root of Jesse and would shine the Light of God amidst darkness; He would Judge with righteousness not appearances; the poor and the meek He would deal with in equity, but the wicked by a blast of breath [His Word], would be destroyed; He would give His law; He would not fail nor be discouraged until His justice was established4 all over the earth; He would be Light to the Gentiles and Source for their liberation; He would take upon His sinless shoulders the sins of people; He would carry the sinner’s sorrows and burdens; He would receive chastisement so that the sinner may have peace; He would make intercession for believers. Isaiah, in his final chapter firstly, projected God’s Will for the largest sized family in the world made righteous4 not by their own merit or works; and secondly, since such a rescue from sin was humanly impossible - God’s astonishing and exceptional Son of Man, Jesus the Messiah, Lamb of God, radiant, gentle, just, righteous and persevering would Himself personally step in to help.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know Jesus the Saviour and Light of Salvation may pray to the Redeemer and ask for forgiveness from your sins. 





Footnotes


1	Uzziah the king had raised the country’s economy to levels last seen in David’s reign however with luxurious wealth came old habits of idolatrous worship and rejection of Covenant, that left the 	kingship to political opportunists and heathen around Israel at around 750 B.C. Contemporary prophets Amos, Hosea and Micah were indispensable in rebuking tyranny, power struggles, exorbitant 	fortified fortresses and inducements to sin that caused the destruction of the beautifully decorated citadel with its walls and gates, sloping stones, pillars, altars of incense, arched roofs and ornate 	porches; then under capture campaigns, heavy taxes and tribute funds to foreign kings, sieges and heathen depravities, judgment came to the N with desolation. The kings were not isolated in their 	portion of the nation’s downfall  – priests, princes, heads of families and military leaders were similarly responsible for the rise and carrying out of evil. 


2	Lessons learnt from at around 930 B.C. to  586 B.C. in the reign of wicked kings of Israel and Judah, who listened to foolish advice with devastating results - i) mistakes always occur when people 	attempt to take over God’s role in a situation; ii) wonderful opportunities are often destroyed by a small decision; iii) selfishness left unchecked can lead to great evil; iv) obedience involves both 	action and direction; v) sweeping reforms are short-lived when little action is taken to preserve them for the future; vi) past obedience to God did not remove the possibility of present disobedience; 	vii) how well a plan worked is never a measure of approval from God; viii) a good and hopeful start can be ruined by an evil end; ix) thoughtless decisions often lead to losing what is most valuable; 	x) a lack of thankfulness to God leads to pride and hatred, which God punished – Jeroboam, Rehoboam, Hezekiah, Uzziah, Manasseh, Ahab.   


3	There would be a new Branch from the old root. The Messiah would be greater than the original Tree, would produce much more fruit, would be a good Shepherd and He would deliver by showing 	God to the world. As the Suffering Servant He overcame sin in the greatness of His Strength, but this was not a simple “bolt-on solution”. The Lord would greatly suffer, be bruised, punished from the 	law and bear the sins of many even though He was perfect and sinless; and His missionary work would continue to the end of the age. Believers whose faith produced honesty and fairness would 	dwell with Him in heaven. God’s Day of judgment will come and every person will want a proper relationship with God when it does, see [Isa 2:12f; 11:2-	3,14; 33:15, 40:11; 41:19; 49:2; 50:4,5; 	53:3ff; 62:1ff; 63:3,17; 64:8]. 


4	Christ’s Salvation via Isaiah and His servants’ messages, see [Isa 9:2; 11:1-4; 42:4,7; 50:9; 53:4-6,12; Zeph 3:17; Lk 6:37; Jn 3:18;  Jn 10:9; Acts 4:12; 15:11; Ro 5:9; 8:34; 1 Thess 5:9; 1 Ti 4:10; 	Heb 5:9; 9:28].  


5	Societies changed and reformed by throwing out old norms and values that did not work or that incurred God’s displeasure. The early Church was a prime example as they ensured God’s Word was 	not discarded – i) they exercised power of the Holy Spirit to help the misfortunate, the impoverished, labourers, the uninformed, the poor; ii) they used the pleasures that had long-range rewards; 


	iii) they redirected bodily passions to areas that built up other people; iv) they sought to praise God and honour Him, even in their own suffering where they did not bemoan their afflictions.  


  	


 Reckless Love of God  -  Cory Asbury [Radio version]  from “Reckless Love”© Wow Hits Deluxe2019
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Graeme and his wife Vel proffer perception in our faith regarding the audible voice of God that Samuel heard, read at 1 Samuel 1:28; 2:1-10; 3:1-18. In context of the historical and geographical setting - the era of the Lord’s judges two hundred and seventy years preceding had come to a close, with Samson in the final term of office under the priesthood where Eli  served God in the inter-tribal sanctuary/movable tent/Tabernacle1 with its elaborate rituals that had been structured at Joshua’s era. A set of interrelated factors influenced Yahweh to particularly choose Samuel for His purposes. Samuel had been dedicated to God by his worshipful mother2 Hannah, in a manner that revealed she was technically knowledgeable about priestly procedures and actually put into practice her beliefs. Samuel heard God’s voice at an unusually young age and after his training alongside Eli, he was deputed by Eli to voice God’s instructions to the nation. Samuel was further invited to the Bench at age thirty years where he and his circuit colleagues applied impartial judgments not only in the detached weighing up of good and evil but in a vigorous action against evil. He further anointed Israel’s first two kings and established an apposite leadership each with specialized knowledge. Samuel continued to live wisely and assisted Yahweh as He guided back in mercy and forgiveness, leaders who had strayed from God’s laws. The significance of Samuel’s role was that in a period of crisis and in the absence of a figurehead, the voice of God, though admittedly rare had called Samuel to fill an exceptional role in the transition of Israel from a theocracy to a monarchy [since the people had clamored for a king] and from the priesthood to prophecy and it was from this era the notable Scripture originated “[T]o obey is better than sacrifice”3 cited with liberty by ministers worldwide with scope over the ages in Lord Jesus’ Church. Our conclusion is thus, the reason that God Called Samuel was due to the climate of ignominy and desperate need in the land, it was the Lord God’s purpose that the prophet would very well embrace the sacrificial4 role where David was anointed by Samuel and further, in order to bring Yahweh’s Children back into His laws and protection. The importance of this was that Christ the Lord in the flesh, was a descendant in the royal line of David; and further because God’s chain of command was based predominantly on faith. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes, may give your heart to the Saviour Jesus by God’s Grace and thereafter take the step of faith and put God first in your life.   








Footnotes


1	Samuel, after his weaning slept in one of the small side rooms adjacent to the Holy of Holies. He opened Tabernacle doors each morning, cleaned furniture and swept floors and as a young man 	assisted Eli with the offerings. The fact that Hannah sewed an ephod for Samuel was generously noticed by the Lord God and included in His Scriptural account. Samuel gained victory against the 	Philistines, was superintendent over the institution of the monarchy and he presided over the complex issues of Saul, whose subsequent insecurities strongly supported the Scriptural position of 	Samuel as a Judge with considerable power and influence in doing the right thing in the eyes of God; and with a biting critique of kingship ill-used. 


2	Generally in the land and against Jehovah Jireh’s wishes, polygamy had skulked in that was causa causans to volte face betrayals of status, trickeries and irrational behaviour. Scripture drew a crisp 	distinction between Peninnah and Hannah, the former on the one hand had borne children however her nature was egotistical; and on the other hand, Hannah was very interestingly steeped in the 	wonderful history of the Levitical branch of the Children of Israel. In context, as she proceeded to take her problem to God she put God first. It was long established the Lord God was mindful of His 	terms of Covenant, He remembered His Covenant Children to bless, in addition He did not ignore the prayers of good men and women. Hannah was aware it was open to her to inculcate Jehovah’s 	strength into her child’s life so she placed her belief in the Nazirite vow she had gleaned from the Spiritual backbone of God’s priests, obedient people and the Scroll throughout her growing years, 	see [Ge 8:1; 19:29; 30:22; Ex 2:24; 6:5; Nu 3:27-32; Jos 21:4-5; Jdg 16:28; 1 Chr 6:31; Ezr 2:42]. 


3	See [1 Sam 15:22].     


	  


	


	 


By Your Side  -  Tenth Avenue North, WOW Golden Anniversary © 2018


Praise You in this Storm  -  Casting Crowns from album “Lifesong” © 2015
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Graeme and his wife Vel render the account of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ as a central truth of the Gospel, read at Acts 2:23,24. The infallible proof of the preceding event of burial, it was further proffered by Scripture that Christ was resurrected from the dead - i) “[T]hey made His tomb secure, sealing the stone to protect it from intrusion and setting the guard”, the guard1 that was granted by Pilate; ii) Jesus presented Himself to His disciples “[L]ook at my hands! Look at my feet! You can see that it is I, Myself”, that gave proof He was alive; iii) Jesus breathed on them to receive the Holy Spirit, with power to forgive or to withhold forgiveness; iv) during the forty days after His Crucifiction the living resurrected Christ appeared to His disciples in a series of meetings2. This was not a disputive group anymore nor were they scattered or disillusioned, they were in one place and realized all Jesus spoke was true and now embraced His peace and joy, amazed that He was alive and regards furtherance of the Gospel, they never compromised His message.  Peter’s public proclamations were given at a time when verification came by many witnesses. The statement was powerful since the people listening to his words were in Jerusalem 50 days earlier at Passover and may have seen or heard about the Crucifiction of the “great Teacher”, “…[b]ut God raised Him from the dead, freeing Him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him”. To the religious authorities “[Y]ou disowned the Holy and Righteous One”, “[Y]ou killed the author of Life”. To the public “[W]e are witnesses of everything He did….they killed Him…”, “[b]ut God raised Him on the third day and caused Him to be seen”, “[w]e ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead”. The Lord God turned everything on its head when He chose one of their very own, the Pharisee initially introduced by doctor Luke, by the name of Paul of Tarsus, clothed in Pharisaical hatred, a closing of the ears and persecution of the believers. However, due to Paul’s powerful personal encounter with the authoritative risen Christ at around AD 35, Paul’s fierce intensity channeled in line with the Gospel and no other Apostle has quite shaped the history of Church teaching as significantly as Paul’s pattern of words, that exalted Christ - “[T]his Jesus I am explaining to you  is the Christ”; “[w]ho through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord”3. The reasons for Christ’s resurrection were emphasized throughout the Epistles as “[H]e was raised to life…for our justification”, “[I]f you confess with your mouth ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that Christ was raised from the dead, you will be saved”, “[H]e was buried and raised to life according to the Scriptures”, and “[b]y God’s incomparable power He raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms”, “[w]e believe Jesus died and rose again….God will bring with Jesus those who have ‘fallen asleep’ in Him”, and “[P]raise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”.4  Three Old Testament witnesses spoke of the resurrection - Daniel the prophet at around 605 B.C. prophesied that “[M[ultitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake; some to everlasting Life, others to everlasting contempt”; John and Paul aligned their teachings accordingly - “[D]o not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and come out, those who have done good will rise to live and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned”, “….[t]here will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked”.5  ANY PERSON who believes Christ is Lord must confess with their mouth and believe in their heart He was raised from the dead and you will be saved.  


 


Footnotes





1	Fear that Jesus’ predictions regarding His resurrection would come true caused the Pharisees to ensure a thoroughly sealed tomb. They did this by stringing a cord around the huge boulder used to 	plug the entrance and once rolled in, sealed around the outer perimeter with clay. It was protected only at one side since the tomb was hewn from rock and there was only one entrance, [Matt 27:66].    


2	Jesus appeared in human form not as a “[g]host without flesh” as He explained it. Nor was His body restored like Lazarus since the Lord was able to appear and re-appear in many instances, in 	addition His body was now immortal – the kind of body believers will be given at the resurrection of the dead. All the disciples’ questions were answered and they were changed drastically. They 	touched Him, ate with Him, became knowledgeable about the kingdom and their power source. Jesus explained that He was sent with the purpose of the inauguration of the Kingdom of God and 	God’s Kingdom would remain in the hearts of believers through the presence of the Holy Spirit, however God’s Kingdom would be fully realized at His 2nd Appearance where He would preside as 	Judge of all people and get rid of evil in the world. Notwithstanding, believers were to spread the Gospel of Jesus around the world to all nations, cultures, creeds and tongues as per God’s purpose. 


3	See [Ac 2:23-24; 3:14-15; 4:33; 10:39-41; 17:3; Ro 1:4]. 


4	See [Ro 4:25; 10:9; 1 Cor 15;4; Eh 1:20; 1 Thess 4:14; 1 Pe 1:3].	 


5	This was a clear reference to resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked where the eternal fates of each will be different. The reference to a bodily resurrection of both the saved and the lost 	was a dramatic doctrine however it came as no surprise to Job who was wonderfully and technically confident that God’s justice would be victorious. The Psalmist-king was convinced God 	would never permit His loved ones to remain in the grave but will raise them to life again. Isaiah responded by pointing to God’s good gift as His assurance His loved ones would have life again, 	and not ever suffer the pain of separation again, see [Job 19;25-26; Ps 16:10; Isa 26:19; Da 12:2; Jn 5:28-29; Ac 24:15].





Once and For All   -  Chris Tomlin from the album “Let the Future begin”, produced by Nathan Nockels © 2016   
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide an outline of Father God’s intention for the Crucifiction of our Lord Jesus, with key issues both good and bad that influenced the doctrine of the Christian faith and eschatology, where we read at Luke ch 22-24. The perfect man is a high ideal. Doctor Luke stood in awe of Lord Jesus’ character and accordingly modeled his own life - moral substance over outward form - from the Lord and due to the Crucifiction, further applied God’s atonement for sin. All the Apostles preached of the spectacular and extravagant humility of the “seed fallen to the ground to die” and terms of the New Covenant borne by our Saviour’s anguished intercession in the garden of Gethsemane and as He further exacted His Father’s Will. The Cross was set on the heights as Father God planned, that set Christ over the earth for all to see that the battle belonged to God and stressed was His Sovereignty and control over His Creation. Where Pilate1 sentenced Jesus to die in the place of a murderer2, Scripture canvassed the process of sealing of the New Covenant that - i) obliterated all legal requirement to earn God’s approval3; ii) terminated the power of all other sacrifices [animal etc] and; iii) rendered them null and void; iv) Salvation became a reality with a blessed inherent faith into the future for all who wanted to believe; v) God’s Love now became selective to the Church4. vi) believers’ were assured of continuous access into God’s gates and courts, and; vii) preserved was the believer’s human fellowship with God. The Cup of suffering did not pass from believers. The Lord graciously recognized the impossibility of humans to bear witness to the truth of Jesus Christ but-for the assistance of Father God that offered - blessings of Grace, mercy, peace, love, hope, Life, eternal Life, faith and Light that accompanied the properly focused Holy Spirit who moved expressly to the purposes of the First Person of the Trinity, Almighty God. The eschatological value and cognizable clue to the acceptance of Father God, Jesus opened on the Cross where He prayed for forgiveness for mankind. In His ministry Jesus had intimated “[I]n My Father’s house there are many mansions, if it were not so I would not have told you”. The Psalmist-King prophetically pronounced “[C]ome into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts5 with praise”. Many worship songs have been composed throughout the history of God’s Children of Israel and the Church as Father God’s Children of Light, the themes of which bring the Lord God pleasure and continuously exalt the name of Jesus, the actual Passover Lamb of God. ANY PERSON who wishes to receive Salvation on the grounds of Christ’s marvellous work on the Cross, may ask God for Grace to flood their hearts in Jesus Christ name.  





Footnotes


1	At around AD 30, the word ‘sedition’ spoke of agitations, incitements, ruinous insurgent barbaric bands of brigands, aggressive dynasty menaces; potential sieges, political exploitation, 	national revolts between anointed officials and ‘paid’ officials and annexations by brutal tetrarchies all deserving of the punitive punishment metered out by the governor of Judea and Samaria, a 	financier, Pontius Pilate. Regarding the Lord though, Pilate could see He was not ‘seditious’ but was a gentle religious healer, teacher and “King of the Jews”. Herod, thrice cleared Jesus however 	succumbed to intense pressure and threats of a material bad report to Caesar, see [Lk 23:11-16]. 


2	The misrepresentation of Barabbas. An example of the meaning of names at that period was sourced from an unrelated name, Bartimaeus, where bar  meant “son of” Timaeus. Barabbas however 	was never identified by his given name therefore attempts at 	identification proved distinctly unhelpful since ‘bar  abbas’ meant “son of papa” – he could have been anybody’s son, and that was the 	point. Barabbas, son of an un-named papa committed a crime, our Lord Jesus died instead of him and in the result Barabbas was set free. The procurement of Christ on earth for mankind to have a 	fair chance at Salvation cannot go unappreciated. The commanding Love of God welcomed sinners into His family and the influence of Christ [and no other person or group] was causa causans to 	the purpose right there at the Cross, see [Mtt 27:26]


3	The Lord was already functioning in His High Priestly role since He reduced the Ten Commandments, took them out of the context of formal law and presented the consolidated two Commandments 	as a participating ordination for God’s royal priesthood of believers in line with New Covenant terms, under Grace, see [Ex 20:2-17; Mk 12:30-31].      


4	The crucifiction of Christ was not a haphazard event, it was prophesied long before its time and similarly that God would pour out His Spirit as cited by the Lord Jesus, “[I] go to the Father whom I will 	ask to send the Holy Spirit to help you”, see [Jdg 3:10; Ps 2:7; 16:8-10; 22:1-22; 34:20; 40:6-8; 41:9; 45:6-7; 68:18; 69:9,21; 89:3,4,35,36; 96:13; 102:25-28;110:1,4; 118:22; Isa 42:1; 53; Joel 2; 28-	32; Mic 5:2; Zec 12:10; Lk 1:31-33; 2:7;22:48;  24:5-7,50,51; Mtt 2:1; 3:1; 12:34-36; 22:44; 24:35; 26,27:1-48; 27:35,38; 28:9; Jn 2:17; 3:6; 14:16-30; 19:23-24,28,29, 34,36-37; Ac 3:25; 2 Cor 5;1-5; 	Eph 1;14; 4:8-10;1 Thess 1:10;  Heb 1:5-9; 2;12; 6:20; 10:5-7; 1 Pe 2:7-8; Rev ch 5- 6:1].    


5	At around 2000 B.C. to 4 B.C. and onwards, courts could be included in construction of a private house, a wealthy home or a palace within a city on whose grounds a large portion of the nation’s 	wealth was stored with substantial fortification needed to safe-guard the palace. A banqueting hall, a magazine and entrance hall, towers [from 1700 B.C.], a corner gate and towers overlooking the 	gates, lavishly furnished homes and/or palatial tents were constructed. Solomon’s palace was embraced by the Temple. Expressly referenced by Ezekiel at around 593 B.C. true worship was to be 	restored in God’s heavenly courts. Who may go into the gates and courts of the Lord? Due to their belief in Christ, believers were welcomed and any person who wanted to serve God and worship 	Him. Aspects of God’s people who had continuous access to God were -  those who are cleansed and atoned with Christ’s blood and ANY PERSON who gives their life to Jesus from any nation , 	culture or tongue; those with God’s Presence in their hearts, the correct attire where sin had been removed by the blood of the Lamb; the glory of God’s overwhelming brightness; the Altar of 	Sacrifice pertaining to the Lamb of God; holy and sanctified brethren; two Scriptural marking posts -  Mount Sinai and Calvary; rules regarding admission, with emphasis on the chosen priestly 	office as representation for Christ, see [Ex 19:5; Josh 2:15; 2 Sa 18:33; Ps 100;4; Ezek 40 – 44:31; Lk 	11:21; 1 Pet 1:2-5; Rev 6:9].     


	 


Christ is the Life of the World  -  Sandra McCracken © 2019


Hope is Alive  -  Kristene DiMarco © 2017
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider the wider purpose of God as He confirmed His Covenant audibly with Joshua, under whose exceptional and distinguished service the Israelites were led to Canaan and settlement in the Promised land where we read from Scripture at Joshua 1:1-5:12. At a point in their history, after Moses had issued the law and where the Children of Israel were encamped a few hundred meters from the Promised land1 Yahweh revealed Himself to Joshua, Moses’ personal assistant and a man of the Passover, sacrificial system and Tabernacle. The name Canaan meant ‘merchant or trader’ with vital trade routes from the red sea to Syria and Phoenicia. Joshua and Caleb had rendered an accurate account of the “pleasantries” Canaan had to offer and Yahweh, after Moses’ death, issued guidance that pertained to the Promised land - i) accrued blessings; ii) a reward system; iii) warnings to honour God’s name; iv) allotment of God’s gift of land; v) God’s promise of protection, companionship and guidance2; vi) receded blessings against Spiritual adultery.  As a military strategist, Joshua - i) commanded and brought to order a detachment of ad hoc, disorganized, subjective tribes who were under orders to repel the war-mongering Amalekites; ii) dispatched a reconnaissance from Kadesh; iii) backed Caleb’s recommendation for invasion; iv) obeyed purification, Passover and Yahweh’s law that priests [not soldiers] carry the Ark into the heart of battle so that God alone would be glorified in victory; v) drove his men against Canaanite confederacies; vi) occupied and consolidated Gilgal; vii) directed united operations against idolatrous nations3. Having an acute knowledge of the countryside Joshua led his foot soldiers closely followed by Canaanite chariots, across Gibeah’s soil that was tricky to navigate, hilly, stony and with large rumbling rocks, that kept the chariots jammed, notwithstanding the vivid fate of their golden wheels which meant they could neither chase nor defend and chose the only course available - the Canaanites ran off confused, their horses constrained. Joshua overcame central, S and N Canaan locations where he further appointed cities of refuge and Levitical cities4 despite one or two setbacks. At the altar of Mount Ebal he carved the Ten Commandments; at Shechem he called the Israelites to hear his final words under review of past blessings, where he reminded the people of God’s decency, kindness, honesty, integrity; He brought to mind the love of God and His provision for sacrificial atonement and repeated that God was unchanging. Joshua urged the people to consciously choose to permit God’s command in their lives and not to slip quietly into guile-substituted-worship as against the true God. He reaffirmed Yahweh had not only graciously fashioned all humans in His image but He was omnipresent, onmiscient with unlimited power over nature and history. Joshua strongly urged the outright destruction of idols. Settlement of the land worked on tribal initiative and when time came to dissolve his command, General Joshua publicly thanked God, advised the Israelites to be watchful and then he went home. He named no successor. ANY PERSON who wishes to receive Salvation and eternal Life for free, may pray to Lord Jesus that His mercy and forgiveness saves you and that you will know Him.  





Footnotes


1	In order to not render a parched analysis, we revert to Scripture’s perspective of the Promised land - i) the land was expressive of God as King of the universe; ii) the Children of Israel were	receiver of God’s promises “with extensions”; iii) the Incarnation of Christ was practically realized by believers saved into the glory of Christ’s life; iv) the victories of Joshua were replete with critical 	victory lessons; “[C]hrist has won the victory” Scripture crisply enunciated saints must celebrate each victory [the Spiritual Promised land] that Christ gave the Church; v) as an aside - ecological 	crises, topophilia and fears attached to wars focused attention on human stewardship of the earth; vi) a prescribed time for the Lord’s return and reward; vii) the glories of the city of Jerusalem 	pertained 	to and were endemic to the eschatological doctrine, see [Dt 11:16-21; Lev 25;23; Ps 10:18; 60:12; Mtt 24:24; 1 Cor 1:27-31; 15:4,57; 2 Cor 3:1-8; 4:5-10; Heb 12:22-25; Rev 21].    


2	The Children of Israel as a whole, were depicted by Scripture as a type of “true Church” or apostate Church if disobedient. The true Church was categorized under the arch of – a building or house;  	Christ the Builder; Christ the Cornerstone; a living Body with Christ as its Head; a flock with Christ as Shepherd; a Bride with Christ as Bridegroom; God’s Treasured Possession; Branches of the 	Vine; a Living Temple; victorious in battle due to the Presence of the victorious Christ; Christ the High Priest – all of which the Apostles unlocked to the Gentiles [Ex 19:5; 1 Ki 6:1; 8:10; Ezra 6:14; 


	Ps 29:9; Mal 3:17; Ps 19:5; 23; 95:1-7; Isa 5:1; Mtt 16:18f; 21:23; Jn 3:29; 15:1-2; Ac 20;20-35; Eph 2:19:20-21;1 Cor 3:16; 12:27; 2 Cor 6:16; Lk 12:32; Jn 10:11; Heb 2:17;1 Jn 5:4; Rev 21:22].


3	Polytheistic worship tricked the Israelites out of their coins by substituting worship of God for false images manufactured, distributed and sold through agents and at around 1439 B.C. General 	Joshua extirpated idolatry – with exception of one Achan whose profane greed for a man-made society independent of God inveighed against Yahweh’s Purpose, which meant afterwards, the 	entire community had to undergo purification once more. About sixty-four years later the Lord’s judges achieved God’s very purpose by leading Israel to victory from appalling idolatry that took forms 	of self-gratification, lawlessness; incitements to social unrest and moral declension. Thousands of years later the Church’s postulate, parallel to Joshua’s victory, was – i) success - because the 	standard was God’s Word, not the peoples around them; ii) faith - due to resting on God’s promises in the daily decisions and struggles faced; iii) guidance - from God’s instructions that acquired 	the 	wisdom necessary for staying in touch with God; iv) leadership - being ready to listen to God,  moving quickly to implement His direction; v) conquest - by loving God at all times not exclusively 	towards one incidental moment, since He loves His Children of Light continually and steadfastly, see [Dt 13:17; 24:16; Josh 7;1-15; 22:20; Jdg 17+18; Ps 44:5; 110;1 Chr 2:7;Mtt 6:24; Lk 10:19;


	15:20;15:3-6; Jn 17; Ro 8:35,37; Eph 6:11;Js 4:7; 1 Pe 5:8-9; 1 Jn 5:4; Rev 15:2; 18:21-24 to 19:1-5 and see pg 24 of Spiritual Belief 2019]. 


4	Levitical cities encompassed swathes of common pasture land where livestock were driven having regard for the sacrificial system inaugurated by God. Levite priests who ministered on behalf of the 	people were provided with cities dotted around the land. Jerusalem was far away from the homes of many Israelites however almost everyone lived no more than a days’ journey from a Levitical 	city 	in order to worship God. God’s loving-kindness provided the ram or lamb. Cities of refuge prevented oversight’s injustice and revenge. The mercy of God dictated that a person who inadvertently 	took a life could find shelter in a city of refuge as per the Lord God’s deliverance, see [Nu 35:6; 35:11-21;Josh 21:2-42; 21:43-45].	 		 


Holy Spirit Living Breath of God -  Keith and Kristyn Getty with Ennio Morricone on Oboe from “Loves Excelling”, Ultimate Classic Worship © 2014      
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Graeme and his wife Vel attest to the operation of Abrahamic Covenant across two succeeding generations where God spoke to Isaac and Jacob; then in the interest of His people collectively to Moses, where we read from Genesis 46:1-4; Exodus 3:1-10; 19:20; Numbers 12:1-15. The faith of the Patriarchs was aligned to God’s doctrine of covenant, faith and promise with scope across hundreds of centuries that offered a clear picture of Christ the Lord’s New Covenant - the only authoritative permissable change. Isaac and Jacob worshipped God at the location He audibly revealed Himself and He was defined as the “God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. At around 1446 B.C., God continued His theocratic reign by electing Moses who heard Him audibly - a) Moses lead God’s people into liberty; b) the “I Am” [Yahweh] introduced true theocracy with its moral convictions - not mysticism but a structure that magnified Him, His gracious mercies and wonderful generosity. b) He summoned Moses and His people to godliness, faithfulness, love, ethics and morals through the Ten Commandments which was both apodictic law and Decalogue1; c) the Lord pronounced judgment on a family squabble2. Under Moses’ leadership the nation of Israel traversed E, through the Red Sea to Mount Sinai where - i) the nation heard God for the first time3; ii) the nation realized El Shaddai had all the forces of nature at His control to unleash or restrain palpably at will4; iii) the people started learning to pay attention to God’s very words and to potential blessings for obedience or tragic consequences for disobedience. The journey further developed national character that “Jehovah” commenced forming into a tightly regulated religion. They spent 40 years in the desert whereas they could have arrived in Canaan within 11 years to enjoy the type of geography and provision that Canaan had to offer. In conclusion it is clear the substantial reasons God spoke audibly were - i) His revelation of Himself to a nation that would witness to His splendour and glory; not because they were good in any way, in fact they were stubborn and disobedient yet God chose them, loved them, tenderly cared for them, cleared away the “stones” and gently guided the semi-trailing tendrils as if His people were a vine-shoot and He provided nourishment and love to discount the untenable levels of care they’d experienced; ii) in provision of a religious structure of order by which they might live and be accountable to God; iii) for purposes of clarity regarding the one “sent” by God, Moses, one of the humblest men on earth as His leader. Christ our Lord was “sent” and with the authority of the Trinity He “sent” the Apostles expressly aligned to God’s purposes; iv) as a future example - where Yahweh “cut off” instigated open opposition to His plans for His people.  ANY PERSON who wishes to have the new Spiritual birth in Jesus Christ, God’s Son sent with Salvation and Promise, may ask Jesus the Saviour for His free gift of Salvation.   


 


Footnotes


1	“[Y]ou shall…” and “[i]f you don’t…” Obedience to the “Ten Words” of Yahweh’s will demanded nothing short of perfection – difficult for any man to maintain however the Covenant deemed them 	righteous in addition they were still required to keep the rules. It is Scripturally true that only one man, the Son of God from at around 4 B.C. to AD 30 had capacity to endure the Ten Commandments 	and keep them. Jesus called for the “Spirit” of the letter to be kept and He slim-lined the Ten Commandments down to two – i) love to the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind; ii) 	love others as you love yourself. An interesting fact about the Decalogue was that all ten Commandments were written on the one side of each slab Moses brought down [and not five and five].  	Moses placed the Lord’s “original” of the legal contract/Covenant in His repository and the people kept “their copy”. In modern times Scripture still relates the fact that Lord God is keen and searches 	to see believers take His Word practically and seriously and their prayers ought to never cease, see [Ex 19:1-20; Ps 7;9; Prov 20:27;  Mtt 5:21-22; 1 Cor 2:10; 2 Cor 3:6].


2	The family squabble was a symptom and not the real issue. Since their jealousy of Moses found no outlet, Aaron and Miriam set up a smoke-screen with diversionary tactics from the left-over therio-


	morphic worship. Ungodly exaltation of “special cities” or “only certain people” or a “special race” to the exclusion of others the substance of which had not been introduced by God fully, yet and  	both the historical record and subsequent history of mankind has revealed it had its roots in perjorative “cult worship” the merits of which must be seen as not from God. Since the Most High’s line of 	communication was not only threatened, the Lord was slandered. He considered it of paramount import and dealt with the root issue of rebellion since Israel as a nation in its own land was in the 	process of materilizing but had not yet materialised. Yahweh summoned all three family members to His Presence and audibly asked the hard questions, gave guidance in truth and in the result “set 	apart” His servant and “cut off” the subsidiary exploitation. Compare Miriam’s song of victory at the Red sea praising God’s “right hand” of victory to the Revelation song sung that depicted the birth 	of the male child and how God’s children followed the Lamb, meaning they endured the sacrificial system as God’s only way, see [Ex 3:5; 15:1-20; Deut 23:14;Nu 12:1-15; 15:39; 20:13; 1 Ki 16:32; 2 	Ki 9:30-37; Job 38:4; Mk 1:24; Ac 2:27;19:26; Ro 13:1; Eph 1:4; 3:10; 2 Thess 1:10; Hebr 2:11; 9:28; 11:6; 13:17; 1 Pe 1:5; Rev 2:15-17; 9:21].


3	It was with physical and natural phenomena the Lord confined His powerful miraculous displays to the need for His people to know Him in revelation as He conducted their way forward. Mountain 	mists, plumes of colour - white, red, purple and black, loud thunder, lightning and the earth shaken to its very foundations, were some of the means appropriated as He led them across the 	difficult topography of the desert. The stretched out star-filled sky, Orion, Bear, the Pleiades and the southern constellation were lit up by a pillar of fire to allay night-apprehensions and lead them 	and through two columns of water at precisely the right time God guided His people using the winds for His purposes. In spite of the notoriously irrational supply of sub-surface Sinai water that 	moreover 	often failed them, at God’s hand mists rose, fogs fell, dew drops glistened and typically water gushed from a rock to sustain them. At around AD 26 the Lord Jesus and at around AD 48 His 	Church, commenced with powerful miracles confined to the pinnacle of His Father’s purposes that demonstrated the Trinity had capacity for the Spiritual long haul and would shoulder the 	responsibility of leading His Church, see [ Ex 7:3-5; 15:2; 1 Ki 17:1; Isa 24:18-19; Mtt 9:2; 11:3; Mk 4:35-41;Jn 9:16; Ac 2:1-13; 2 Cor 12:12].    


 	 


Fear is a liar  -  Zach Williams written by Zach Williams produced by Johnathon Smith © 2019 		


Songs of the People will Rise  -   Paul Baloche, written by Mike Neale and Paul Baloche, Integrity music © 2016
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider our treasured Heavenly Father’s prospective Plan where He audibly called into His faith a man with whom He could share a common bond of goodwill and fellowship, read from Genesis 12:1-9; 22:1-14, Ac 17:25-31 and Romans 5:1-4. Archaeological and biblical evidence proved that Abraham existed between 1900 B.C. and 1500 B.C., he traversed with his assets of sheep, asses, oxen, flocks, herds, camels and cattle from Ur, a well-schooled city significantly religious with a flourishing trade and archives of literature libraries - across a wide canvas that featured Mesopotamia and dimorphic settlement societies of open villages, walled small and large towns - to become Pastoralist of an inter-related social unit NE of Palestine that comprised of God’s kinsman. Abraham entered into a Covenant with the Most High God - blessings, favour, protection and provision in return for an unquestioning, single-minded, monotheistic belief, worship and narrow obedience that according to Covenant terms made him right1 with God. Scripture recorded that due to the sin2 of the people after the exile God introduced the new critical model of faith for teaching and understanding since at around AD 30 it was no longer to the pursuit and gain of perishable assets of silver and gold, but this time to an entirely new representation by the son of Man into a faith far more refined and purified3 where the believer’s approach to God through Jesus, was direct. God’s love for His people who remained faithful was demonstrated by the Messiah’s coming, which Jesus the Lord realized in forgiveness for His “little flock” who believed in Him and were thus approved by God. Further, in His life poured out, death and resurrection the terms of His New Covenant4 were continuously held aloft by Churches. The essential import of the blood of Jesus was that it set in motion the New Covenant seal and its terms had power that completely removed the sins of multitudes5 and made each one right with God. Isaiah the prophet related at around 740 B.C. God’s good news for His people that expanded to the Gentiles [after rejection by God’s people of Christ], was that their faith had enjoined them all as priests and ministers6 of God [through Christ, High Priest in perpetuity]. Paul relegated to deep within the believer’s heart the “Treasure7 of the Three-fold Presence of God” and James rationally declared believers “rich in faith”. In conclusion, the Covenant of promise God made with Abraham affected his descendants and the New Covenant of promise Christ enacted was justification, mercy and Grace. ANY PERSON who wishes to reach towards Jesus the Lord, apart from the law, may seek after His Salvation by faith and you shall be given God’s gift of Grace. 





Footnotes


1	Historically, the head of the household potentially became ruler over many that made up a clan and they moved sometimes over considerable distances seeking pasture-lands and wells, clashing 	at times with other petty clans. Abraham’s tithe to the important, obedient patriarch/Priest, Melchizedek who was blessed by God, was an indication that a covenant had not been entered in however 	respect and generosity were shown. Mostly, the Patriarchs moved about freely making their own rules e.g. in the absence of a son-heir, a slave’s son became heir, 	although it is interesting that 	preference in the House of Abraham was for endogamous marriage. The patriarchs recognized the need for a personal faith in God having regard for protection, an escape or need, or in order for 	encouragement with promises, see [Ge ch 11,12,13,14,18, 24; 26:24]. 


2	Malachi the prophet at around 430 B.C., in the final written book of the Old Testament canon, rebuked God’s people for not learning the lesson of the exile, that – they offered God “second-best” 	through callous divorces that threatened the religious training of the children; pride that lessened their devotion; unfaithfulness, hypocrisy and careless living; the religious leaders made no 	insistence on appropriate sacrifices even though they were aware of what God required; observance of God’s standards slipped to ground-zero; their relationship with God was inconsequential since 	they refused to set aside sinful habits, see [Malachi 1:1 – 3:15].     


3	The Grace of God brought by the Lord Jesus proved the purpose of Almighty God cannot be thwarted. At around 1700 B.C. as David and his men respectfully moved the Ark of Covenant 	[repository to God’s Covenant stipulations] from Abinadab’s house to Chidon, Uzza tried to steady the Ark to his own direction and was punitively dealt with by the Lord God. Similarly at around AD 	43 at the hands of Paul’s ministry of Jesus, consequential circumstances followed Annas and Sapphira’s lie, who fell into the old law by retaining possession of the proceeds of a sale of communal 	land and thus disregarded God’s new Covenant of Grace where possessions were being shared under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Significant, in that when God wanted Grace reflected in the 	Church, then Grace He must have, see [1 Chr 13:9-10; Ac 5:1; Paul Col 2:4ff].   


4	Paul and the author/s to Hebrews articulated the New Covenant proved the old covenant was a shadow to the real Christ. Jesus Himself stated the wine His disciples shared at supper a priori the 	Crucifiction was a “token of God’s new agreement to save you” - that was sealed with His own perfect life-blood poured out at the Cross in order to purchase their souls. Christ’s faithful ones 	remember every time they take Communion – i) how He saved their souls and; ii) the manner in which it transpired, see [Jer 31:31; Ro 3:21-24; 1 Cor 11:25; Heb 7:22-24]. 


5	John the aging Apostle saw the Lamb break the seal and “multitudes” worshipped and sang the new song to the Lamb slain, who were companions in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of 	Jesus Christ – which was proof of cleansing from sin. This is encouraging from God that the companions of Christ in the modern age, adhere to [Rev 1:9; 5:5-14; 19:1-6].


6	Under the Abrahamic Covenant of promise God cut with Abraham, his descendants thereafter benefitted who believed and Abraham was a living testimony to the goodness of God. Abraham 	honoured the Covenant with circumcision; and in accordance with God’s terms, Christ, God’s Son fulfilled all terms so that the objective of God’s promise that He would provide Salvation in spite of 	man’s inability to keep his side of the agreement because of his sin, would be discharged, see [Eph 2:12]. 


7	At around 1500 B.C. onwards it signified things of import collated that pertained to living e.g. oil, honey, corn and wine; gold, silver, brass for adornment; snow, tempest, hail, 	rain, dew for God to 	summon at His will; the bundles of gifts in the box-offerings the Wise men offered to the babe Jesus, in seriatim [Jer 41:8; Ezek 28:4; Dan 11:43; Job 38:22; Ps 135:4,7; 2 Cor 4:7; see pg 2,10,19 	Spiritual Belief 2018].	


You are Holy  -  performed by Dennis and Noelene Prince, written by Darlene Zschech  © 2017


O-Oh Praise Him, He is Holy  -  David Crowder © 2017
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Graeme and his wife Vel carefully analyse the impact of God’s audible words on the faithful Noah at around 5000 B.C. potentially before 2166 B.C where we read at Gen 6:8-22; 7:1; 8:15-17. Aetiologically, it was frightening that society had deteriorated and no longer portrayed the perfect paradise God intended. The godly line was weakened, moral depravity1 increased and demonic activity2 was rife - cavilling society was rank. The people without faith did not accept or welcome Noah’s sensitivity to Lord God’s ethics and morals, although Noah stemmed the tide by dodging the deceptions regarding denial of God. Noah pleased God in his business and home affairs where he was chiefly known for his confident persistence in doing God’s will. When God saw the extent of human wickedness around Noah, His heart broke and He lamented “[I] will blot them from the face of the earth….for I am sorry I made them”. God had a methodology and He issued audible meticulous details as to the construction of a massive Ark that would house not only Noah and his family but an outsized hoard of genus of animals, birds and creatures in pairs - male and female. The bulky contraption was built miles from any well, lake or spring, it took a while to construct however God had judged character accurately and once complete, Noah considered himself prepared for the impending disaster3. Noah remained staunch in his belief in God’s deliverance4 from imminent judgment as promised and as long as Noah remained within the “defence perimeter” he was safe. In conclusion it is clear the substantial meaning God audibly spoke to Noah was attached to God’s salient reason for sending the flood - to destroy all wickedness from the earth. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to away turn from wickedness, guile, lies and thefts, to know the Saviour Jesus may ask Him for His Salvation by Grace so that your heart may be changed.    


 





Footnotes


1	If one probed the social conduct around Noah, evident social sin was also defined by Christ thousands of years later as “whatever proceeds out of the mouth comes from the heart and defile a 	man such as evil thoughts, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, blasphemy. . .”  Coupled with the unclean, seducing demons that took on and joined the human form when invoked, 	society was rendered wicked according to Scripture, see [Mtt 15:16-20]. 


2	At around AD 26 the Lord Jesus upbraided the Sadducees and Pharisees regarding an issue of marriage in heaven saying, “[y]ou are mistaken because you do not know the Scripture nor power 	of 	God” where He mentioned the angels neither married nor reproduced in heaven. Reverting back to Noah, Scripture expressly demonstrated the spiritual beings were by all accounts seducing 	demons invoked by the disobedient. A stern warning was issued via Paul to the Church at around AD 60 to “Let no-one cheat you out of your inheritance through false humility and worship of angels. 	. .” and the author/s of Hebrews strongly asserted that Christ the Son of God was, according to the Oath of God Himself, far superior than any angel – of which the angels of God were keenly aware, 	see [Prov 3:30; Mk 12:18-25; Col 2:18; Heb ch1; Rev 12:10; 19:10].


3	There was enough water to cover the whole earth. In the Genesis creation the Spirit of God hovered over the chaos, and separated the waters from land. At the time of judgment, the chaos 	would once more return and the waters would cover the earth as evidenced by the words God spoke “I am sorry I made them” that took effect as opposed to the Genesis “Let there be Light”. It is 	recorded in Scripture that God has promised He would never again flood the earth in judgment against prevalent wickedness and the sign given as assurance was the continual emergence of God’s 	created rainbows, see [Ge 1:9-10].   


4	Generally, Scripture defined Him as – i) the God of battles; ii) your best Defense; iii) a fortress; iv) a hiding place; v) a refuge; vi) your shield. The Presence of the victorious Christ gave assurance of 	victory in – i) He has already borne our sins and forgiven us; ii) He leads with justice and mercy; iii) He gives us peace; iv) God’s power delivered the Apostles who spoke Jesus’ Words; v) Peter, to 	whom God revealed the foundation of the Church, was delivered; vi) Father God’s power delivered Paul and Silas; and Paul continued writing the New Testament; vi) Paul’s shipwrecked 	passengers God delivered who gave witness to God’s deliverance; vii) believers were promised deliverance from Satanic attack whether direct, darts or snare; viii) ultimate conquest over evil 	influence; maligning spiritual forces; severest afflictions and worldly allurements [Ge 19:16; Ps 44:5; 91:3; Lk 10:19; Ac 5:18; 12:7; 16:26; 27:44; Isa 18:4; Ro 8:35-37; 1 Cor 10:13; 2 Tim 4:18; 2 Pe 	2:9; 1 Jn 5:4].      		





	 


Jesus I Believe  -  Big Daddy Weave from the album“Beautiful Offerings”© 2015 


Pray  -  Tauren Wells written by Tauren Wells, Ethan Hulse and Colby Wedgeworth © 2019 


	











Come into God’s gates with thanksgiving and His Courts with praise..Remember to share, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider the impact of God’s audible voice on Adam and Eve after Creation, in the Old Testament, read at Genesis 3:8-13. In the etymology of Most High’s pre-determinations, Adam and Eve (“AE”) enjoyed dominion over the land and the animals, distinguishable from the animals since AE composite were made in God’s image where it was provided Adam was head of the home and their communications with their Creator were direct, a privileged position indeed. Scripture, inter alia through Isaiah, the Messiah, doctor Luke, the aging Apostle John and Paul remitted that Satan, once exalted, lost his position, gained AE’s imperative by subversion from their post and now the “[w]hole world is under the sway of the slanderer”. At the loss of AE position the Lord God naturally addressed them audibly, consistent with the calibre of His perfect nature, “Why are you hiding?” and “Who told you, you were n_ked?”; “Have you eaten fruit from the tree I warned you about?” then “How could you do such a thing”2. Their banishment and expulsion from the garden came as a quick reminder that God’s purposes stood unchanging. God’s curse was pronounced upon Satan and the ground as denunciation of sin however without malediction AE were condemned and the resultant burdensome, daily laborious struggle to fight the non-cohesive cursed ground in order to survive was proof that automatic provision for AE had ceased that was previously idyllic, fun and delightful. The conclusion we have drawn therefore is that the conflict with Satan was not incidental but wholly foreseen. God made a Way3 possible for man to approach God in a time, and new era of time where He expressly provided two pointedly significant doctrines such as - i) God’s Call upon His holy nation, the Children of Israel, His chosen special people, holy and protected from Satan’s onslaughts e.g. from inter alia Babylon as portrayed in Scripture;  ii) Almighty God sent Jesus with Salvation to the Gentiles and all nations, where He fulfilled the law, saved His “little Flock” the true sons of Abraham from the N and Judea and with reverence to His Father He instructed His blessed Apostles to His Church. Scripture sent assurances that the coming of Jesus was to “destroy the works of the devil” and it was common ground the great conflict was between the forces of God and good on the one hand; and evil led by Satan on the other. Jesus imbued believers’ with stewardship, kērygmatic operation and He considered the Church composite in Him were not in a position to retire from the conflict, where Paul practicably set out a defense4.  God provided as the express answer to sin, only one item of relevant evidence - the Lamb of God slain on the Cross5. ANY PERSON who wishes to no longer hide away and wants to find God through Jesus Christ may pray to the Saviour and ask Him for forgiveness and mercy from God.  	


 


Footnotes


1	Thus the significance of Christ cannot be overstated. Under God’s purpose the Slanderer would be cut off with the wicked and John the disciple in his Gospel provided a vivid example of the   	depiction of the Vine, the Husbandman, the branches and them who produced no fruit. Satan’s defeat was legally effected at Christ’s Crucifiction and ascension. In His ministry our Lord delivered 	people from demons and disease - in effect a Genesis reversal and further elucidation of the “genuine tree” believer our Lord taught, where He gave assurance that none could pluck the believers 	from His hand. The believer was relieved of God’s condemnation - particularly noted by Paul as “the written code” - spoken by God  “..[T]here is now therefore no condemnation for those who are 	in Christ Jesus”. In addition, the Holy Spirit produced character traits in believers Sourced exclusively in Christ, since works void of Christ were void of value. Still, further, upon the believer’s 	heart it was written by the Holy Spirit the teachings of Christ through the Apostles that evidenced changes in the heart. The onus rested on the believer’s account to production of fruit, as 	broadcast through the Holy Spirit and confession of the name of Jesus, [Gen 3:14-16; Prv 1:7; Isa 14:15; Ac 7:56; Mtt 3:8; 16:18; Mk 16:19; Lk 13:6; Ro 8:1; 1 Cor 15:8; 2 Cor 3:3; Gal 5:23; Col 	2:14; Heb 13:15; 1 Jn 5:19; 15:1-10. See pg 8 above and pg 12-14 Spiritual Beliefs 2017].   


2	AE acted apart from God therefore God’s words deserve special interpretation. The law that pointed to the weaknesses of the flesh was not yet provided although Moses was understood to be 	author of Genesis. Firstly, AE’s fear twisted into the form of “hiding from God”; secondly, the slander of Lord God’s omniscient, explicit authority and exclusive rights enjoyed, God answered the 	Slanderer swiftly with powerful judgment where terms were restricted to “heel” operation only and behind the curse stood the Lord God who created it. Thirdly, fellowship with God bore the 	mark of production since AE were not idle and worked to bring God glory which was a joy. Under God’s condemnation the platform changed to one of selfishness, perversity and motives that 	elevated self. In Christ, Scripture urged the obligation to produce Spiritual fruit and to the  author/s of Hebrews, Christ as High Priest who ruled in His God’s kingdom urged participation as 	witnesses to His saving work. Paul advocated that believers without a doubt should consider themselves “unresponsive”, “no heartbeat” to the old nature since it was buried in the baptismal 	waters of Christ, [Gen 4:3,4; Ps 44:26; Hab 3:18; Mk 1:34; Ac 13:52; Ro 12:12; 14:17; Gal 3:13; 4:5; 5:22; Col 1:4,15-18; 2:7-19; 3:1:10,16-17; 3:5, 8, 12; 1 Thes 5:16; 1:6; Titus 2:14; Heb 1:9; 	12:22; Js 1:2].  


3	God is forgiving and His authoritative act of Salvation brought humans back to God, provided as - i) God removed guilt; ii) He prepared a covering for sin; iii) He wiped the sinner’s record clean; 


	iv) He pointed the sinner in the right direction; v) it is understood this was the reason Paul spoke of forgiveness as a “joy” – in addition explained was the Hebrew author/s sharp denunciation of 	anyone who turned their back again after being saved,  see  [Ps 32:2; Mtt 10:28-31; 2  Cor 2:3; Eph 4:32; Col 3:13].    


4	See [2 Cor 10; Eph 6; Col 1 - pages 8,24,29 of Spiritual Belief 2017].	 


5	If one applied the letters “Saviour” to the Proto-Sinaitic and first Century Hebrew letters, the rudimentary word picture that emerged was – “use as a weapon with insight until the end, the authority 	and strength of the Head, the hands that shield us from the thorns” (.





* Holy Water  -  We the Kingdom © 2019		* “Bulletproof”  -  Citizenway from the album “2.0”, Fair Trade produced by Chris Stevens & Bryan Fowler© 2019
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Graeme and his wife Vel canvass pertinently the doctrine of the Lord God’s “inspiration” that was Scripturally defined as “the active outgoing of divine power”1 evidenced in - i) creation; preservation; revelation, regeneration; judgment, read at Job 33:4; 34:12-15. The New Testament (“NT”) revealed the divine breath as the Third Person of the Godhead, as a means of conveyance of the whole Scripture, ‘every written Text’ or graphē and self-disclosure of God that was profitable for guidance of faith and life. The prophets were prepared and moved to write expressly what Lord God purposed regarding saving knowledge for His people and through them to the world. Scripture embodied double authorship where the primary Source was God the Holy Spirit, the secondary, being His peculiar and particular servants of God.  The actual Canon was sourced way back to Moses’ written recordal of God’s law to pre and post exilic writing plus all material taken from Christ’s moralistic and ethical teachings with citations from the Old Testament (“OT”) - enunciated by Him as Sourced from His Father - not precluding the Gospels, the Apostolic Epistolary material and Paul’s Spiritually-inspired textual, homogenous corpus on points of doctrine. Canon convictions prescribed were - i) the words were God’s very own; ii) both Testaments were viewed as a whole as “the purposed oracles of God”, taught by the Holy Spirit and our Lord Himself; in addition, men and women who acted in acknowledgement of the Trinity2; iii) Lord God used chosen people3 to reliably transmit expressly what He purposed, their service categorised as good deeds. The obligation included preserving Lord God’s words in - historical research, theological meditation, linguistic styles and literary sources in context. Christ and His disciples bore striking witness to the authoritative4 body of the OT and NT, since Jesus claimed the OT was everlasting where He boldly, in obedience identified Himself with God’s Word in actual fulfilment5. The Lord Jesus revealed He had foreknowledge e.g. of the location of the final battle between the Lord God - and the Beast, Babylon and the False Prophet.6 We proceed to four negativing matters in formulation of Biblical inspiration - i) while not of mechanical dictation, action involved the servant of God’s mind; ii) inspiration did not obliterate style e.g. left-handedness or right, personality, outlook or culture. Control of the words of God was not imperfect nor did God’s people inevitably distort the truth in their conveyance e.g. if God wanted to give to His people a series of letters like Paul’s, then He prepared and inspired Paul to write them; iii) It was not a quality that attached to corruptions in the normal course that intruded on the path of transmission but only to the text as originally produced e.g. the sun’s rays still corrupted papyrus scrolls with inscriptions, which did not exonerate the meticulous care required to preserve such materials; iv) it was not to be equated with poetic literature since Scripture incorporated the character of divine revelation and not literary quality. ANY PERSON who wishes to relate and communicate with Jesus Christ the Saviour for Salvation may pray to Him and He forgives you as you humble yourself before Him.  





Footnotes


1	See in seriatim [Job 33:4; 34:12-15; Ps 33:6-8; Isa 48:16; 61:1; Mi 3:8; Joel 2:28f; Ezek 36:27; Isa 30:28,33].   


2	False teachers  attempted to convince believers there was no Trinity however the beloved disciple John glorified the entire Trinity in action with authority; the Upper Room chosen Priesthood 	witnessed the Trinity at work and their deeds corresponded therewith; and Paul who was Spiritually vehement in a few of his Epistolaries testified to the deeds of the Trinity. Jesus forewarned 	believers and in Revelation sixty-five years later revealed to an aging John of the events in forthcoming history of man, see [Mtt 24; Jn 1-29; Acts ch 1-3; 13-27; 1 Cor 6 and 14; Gal 2-5;  Eph 1 + 3; 	Phil 2:12-16; Col 1; Titus 3:1-7; Heb 1:1-14; 10-11; 13:1-17; James 5:19-20; Rev 1,2,3 and 5:1].


3	See in seriatim [Mk 7:10; 12:36; Ro 10:5; 10:20; Ac 4:25; 28:25; 1 Cor 6:16; Hebr 3:7-10; 10:15; Gen 2:24; Ps 95:6f; Isa 55:2].   


4	The citable instances where Scripture revealed Jesus’ foreknowledge – i) He knew from the beginning who would believe 	and who would betray Him; ii) Jesus knew them who would reject Him 	when He 	stated they neither knew Him nor His Father; iii) Jesus stated those who loved Him would be loved by His Father; iv) Jesus knew the time prescribed for Him to leave this world; 


	v) Jesus was wholly aware of all events that would later transpire and He knew when all Scripture was fulfilled; vi) Jesus declared of “the Day” of His 2nd Appearance only the Father knew;  vii)   	Christ foreknew, foretold and fulfilled His sufferings on the Cross and reassured believers “[T]hose my Father gave me, none is able to pluck from my hand”,  see [Isa 53; Mtt 2:8; 24:36; 26:25, 48; Jn 	6:64; 8:28; 10:29; 13:1,11; 18:4;19:28; 21:23,28; Ac 3:18].  


5	The prophecies written of Jesus thousands of years prior to His entrance onto the history of man, see [Dt 18:15; Ps 16:10; 22:6-8,16; 27:12; 34:20; 41:9; 68:18; 69:4,21; 109:4; 110:4; Isa 50:6; 53;  	Zech 9:9; 11:12   


6	Due to transpire at a prescribed time known only to Father God, however Jesus communicated the actual name – H’ar Magedon which at around AD 27 was in the vicinity of the Well of Harod,  	see [Rev 16:16].


	 	


Jesus, Friend of sinners  -  Casting Crowns © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel share the benefits of the Lord’s concluding didactics in our bible study at home from Matthew 7:1-29. The principles of the Lord’s Sermons were Spiritually uniquely within the ambit of the “heavenly Jerusalem”, separate from the systems of the world. In the history of men and women of faith, the Apostles and believers were at a most treasured juncture where previously the Prophets had reflected only partially the glory of God, it now fell with full radiance upon Jesus Christ the Messiah who was the embodiment of God’s truth for this age - and the age had come, confirmed throughout the Gospels by both Jew and Gentile. Throughout Jesus’ growing years and into His early ministry, He was surrounded by the ascetic craftsmanship, structure, growth and wonder of magnificent trees1 of nature that inhabited the towns and hillsides. Generally trees grew in varying locations however each possessed identifying traits from which Jesus drew a distinction between the genuine believer and one who looked and behaved like a believer however their heart was far from Him2. God was known by His works and activities in the Old Testament and Moses adduced the works of God as evidence of His unique distinction from other gods. The Psalmist frequently proclaimed God’s works as providing him confidence in His power, His authority plus in His sole right to receive worship. By His works Jesus revealed He was both Messiah and Son of God so as to introduce faith in His Person and He recurrently pointed to His works as evidence that He was “sent” notwithstanding His death - the greatest work ever wrought upon the earth. This provided a catalyst for the divine activity within each believer’s heart and life and that the believer was the possession of the Most High God which had impact, that true Christian works reflected3 and each one had set aside everything to serve Jesus. In His analogy the Lord as ancillary points clarified the principle of eschatology [unique to the Christian faith]; His position at the Judgment Seat with jurisdiction over all souls; and His authority to separate the true believer from the false. The fact that the believer in relationship with Jesus Christ had his or her name written in the Lamb’s book of Life meant there existed a fresh, humble, loving relationship and the believer ‘knew’ the Shepherd’s voice. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to know God in an enriching, wonderful love fellowship and wants His Salvation in your heart, may ask Jesus the Lord and His Grace will reside in you.  


   


Footnotes


1	By - i) the rough branches of Aleppo Pines’ from Bashan and Lebanon were exported to the plain of Sharon at around 970 B.C; ii) hardwood Acacia trees were known for their dense shade cover; 


	iii) the softly blushed pink-white blossoms of the ornate Almond tree; iv) providing welcome relief from the sun’s rays was the cultivated Apple tree that originated in Caucasus locations; v) the grand 	Cedars of Lebanon produced durable wood that was also burnt in Priestly Levitical cleansing rituals; vi) the intense, deep reddish-black heart of the silky smooth Ebony wood was honed for the 	sceptres of Queens; vii) Solomon’s house was built essentially from the fir which included use for Temple work; viii) from small shrub to sturdy hardwood with its fruit and acorn set in a cup, was the 	familiar meandering groves of the Oak; ix) a short trunk, evergreen leaves and wide spacious boughs of the Sycomore was chosen by Zaccheus the corrupt tax-collector whom Jesus at around AD 	26 recognized was a “son of Abraham” and visited his home with Salvation [see pg 31 of 2019 Spiritual Belief; x) hanging from extensive spreading branches was the hard-encased, well loved 	maroon sweet, juicy fruit and ruby covered seeds of the Pomegranate – that also necessitated in medicinal preparations.


2	Jeremiah’s clear–cut distinctions of true and false prophets at around 627 B.C. are irresistible. He warned the people that they should not “rest on their laurels” thinking that the Temple would never 	come to ruin and Scriptural history revealed that the Temple was only good enough if the “heart was in it” otherwise it was mere religious affiliation. Thus Shiloh was abandoned and the Temple fell 	to a foreign nation who treated it abominably. Early believers Paul categorized as “God’s living Temple” where the Lord assisted them by the Presence of the Spirit of Father who in the 	transformation p-r-o-c-e-s-s worked within their hearts, that they desired to and served God out of a deep, core-being love, see [Jer 7:8-11; 1 Cor 3:16; 2 Cor 6:16].   


3	Since Jesus fulfilled OldTestament law, any reward in the Christian realm was wholly dependant upon Christ the Source and inseparable from the New Covenant. Jesus promised rewards coupled 	with self-denial and suffering for the Gospel’s sake in order to prevent a mercenary attitude and discourage the desire for human reward. Paul taught that works and therefore rewards were 	noted by the Lord but simply as an index of living faith and certainly not as a ground for a claim upon God. The reward of Salvation in Christ began in time and its fulfillment was looked for after 	judgment [final rewards and punishment] when the Lord God’s Covenant people entered into full enjoyment of the vision of God which was their enduring reward, see [Dt 28; Mtt 6:1;Mk 9:41;Js 2:14-	16; Rev 21:13 ].     


		


The Answer  -  Jeremy Camp from the album “The Answer” © 2017 
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Graeme and his wife Vel render further perspective on the Sermon on the Mount (“Sermon”), reading from Matthew 6:16-7:12. In consolidation the Lord addressed the subjects of fasting; serving primarily God; unwelcome acts of worry; living in intelligent humility; seeking God; pearls before swine. At around AD 27 our Lord defined two fasts1 - the mandatory and a voluntary fast and further opened up the scope of its application supported by principles of God. Scripture established Father God in the face of Jesus who shone forever without change or shadow. He was not a stingy, begrudging Father who expected His Children to beg and scrape before Him when they served Him, He loved and understood each heart with authentic comfort and a deep concern because He knew everything about His Children of Light.  There were reasons not to be subsumed with worry, stated Jesus and they were tied to the provision of a Father for His Children - i) His act of Creation was proof that He takes care of His creation; ii) ‘worries’ about the future hampered the work for the present day; iii) ‘worry’ was harmful and not helpful; iv) God remembered those who belonged to Him when they turned to Him first in their lives2; v) ‘worry’ evidenced a lack of faith in God; vi) there were real challenges ahead purposed by God and ‘worry’ was not one of them; vii) living one-day-at-a-time prevented believers from being subsumed with ‘worries’ about needed items such as food, drink and clothes. Regarding “ask, seek and knock” - the Saviour encouraged His disciples to humbly persist in pursuing God; to not give up after a few half-hearted efforts but to rather draw the conclusion that God will meet you in your genuineness. Jesus re-assured believers His Father was a rewarder of all efforts shown to please God so to continue to ask Him for more knowledge. If humans could be kind then the kindness3 of God far surpassed them all. He expected believers to understand there were many ways to live one’s life - however there was only one way to live one’s life with Him eternally4. Pearls before swine - the Lord advised the disciples never to entrust God’s holy concepts, principles and teachings to the “ceremonially unclean” or them who continued their outright rejection of the revelatory teachings of both Yahweh and Christ the Saviour5.  ANY PERSON who wishes to use the time given them to confess their sin and win God’s approval through Jesus Christ’s Salvation, may genuinely ask to be saved by Grace and it shall be given you. 


 


Footnotes


1	The annual fast was mandatory as aligned to the Atonement Day celebration. The Pharisees in addition chose to fast twice a week – which the Lord pointed out that while it was both good and noble, 	it was difficult and He condemned categories of service to God enacted for the wrong reasons, where they drew praise away from the Lord God. Servants of God who fasted were - Esther 	fasted vicariously; Daniel’s fast from food delicacies was to focus and pray; our Saviour fasted 40 days and 40 nights in a location where there was no available food. Moses and Elijah both fasted 	for 40 days; Anna fasted according to revelation from God. The Lord Jesus did not repudiate fasting, He merely directed it was inappropriate “as long as the groom was with you”, the “groom” an 	eschatological principle embraced by the early Church. Paul fasted in friendship bond with his brethren that proved a non-hasty vow; and as the Apostles fasted and prayed for direction, the Lord 	Called in Paul’s Apostleship to the Gentiles with succinct mitigation. Having regard for the modern believer, the Lord’s teaching on fasting had application in the Church going forward with 	sincerity rather than behind a veneer of hypocrisy. One can humble oneself before God by fasting from tv, luxuries, spending, modern devices etc and let it be done between yourself and your 	heavenly Father who sees in secret what you do for Him [Ex 34:28; Lev 16:29; 1 Sa 1:11; 1 Ki 19:8; Esth 4:17; Mtt 4:1-4; Lk 2:37; Ac 10:30;13:2; 14:23;1 Cor 7:5; 2 Thes 2:7; 	Rev 17:16; 22:17]. 


2	God’s comforting certainties served to encourage - i) not one word of His promises have ever failed; ii) His Foundation can be trusted; iii) if one helped and gave even a glass of water to a thirsty 	soul, the Lord will reward you; iv) if you were drawn to Jesus, that meant that Father in heaven had gifted you to Jesus, see [1 Ki 8:56; Isa 28:16; Mtt 10:42; Jn 6:37].  


3	Jesus taught the Everlasting Father wanted believers to know how much He loved them; He sought out those who were alienated from Him and wanted believers to remove all the “noise” that 	interrupted their intimate Spiritual communion with Him, see [Mtt 23:6; Lk 15; 16:19-31; Jn 10:11-15; 12:43; 15:9; 17:21-26; 21:15-17].    


4	On a general conspectus the essentialia of Jesus’ sermons expressly alluded to the fact that God demanded an answer from every soul. It is really helpful to Source a few names of God that 	corresponded with His people’s responses such as – i) ‘ēl, He is your God and is a jealous God; ii) ‘elyȏn rules as Highest God over the kingdom of men, He can give it to whomever He chooses 	and He sometimes chooses to give it to the lowest; iii) ‘elōhîm, He is one Supreme Deity over the cosmos and created beings; iv) YHWH or ‘aḏōnāy rooted in the word hāyȃ that meant “to be”. He  	was a Friend and God of the Patriarchs, was a divine Person whose Personality was real, whose good name [šēm – name, our God has a personal name] had power that lasted forever and 	whomever placed His name on their life came under His influence, His provision and also His protection; v) the revelation to Moses was “I AM” [present participle] that went to the substance of God’s 	name “I will be as I will be” meaning that whatever they needed Him to be, He will be. God’s intimate power and immediate and continuing Presence re-affirmed to His people, He was there and in 	the future, for them. From 4 B.C. to the present era as purposed by Almighty God, Jesus the Lord called Yahweh “My Father” “Abba” in prayer, a much more intimate name that bore a wider 	meaning akin to His house, heirs, co-heirs of the family of God under the Headship of His sent Son - the right arm of His Salvation. Jesus or “Joshua” meant “Yahweh is Salvation” and His names in 	context bore expressions such as sharp authority over darkness, peace, comfort, Lord, King of the Jews, Messiah, Saviour, Son of God, Christ the Lord, High Priest, the Son 	of Man, the [coming of 	the] Lord Jesus Christ and “‘aleṗ and taw” that meant Alpha and Omega. Isaiah portrayed as One God – Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace [Ge 1:1; 	12:8; 14:18; 27:20; 31:13; Ex 3:6,15; 6:2-3; Nu 23:19; 24:16; Jdg 5:3; Isa 9:6; Dan 7:9, 13, 22; Mtt 1:21; Mk 14:61f;  15:26; Lk 7:13; Jn 4:25f; Ac 9:20; 18:18; Ro 5:6;Gal 1:7;Js 5:7f; Heb 1:5; Rev1:8].    


5	In comparison to the words of man being - vain, hasty, irreverent, flattering, insincere, proud, guileful; Spiritual conversation was different and - impressed on one’s children in everyday life; centred 	around the interests of Father; became a habit of the Saints; the topic was Christ the Lord; they tended to religious devotion; Spiritual thoughts were expressed in the realms of music, in seriatim 	[Job 16:3; Prov 29:20; Mal 3:13; 1 Thess 2:5; 2 Pe 2:3; 3 Jn 10; Dt 6:7; Ps 145:11; Mal 3:16; Lk 24:13-14; 24:32; Eph 5:19]. 





Do it Again  -  Elevation Worship from the album “There is a Cloud” © 2016 									
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the theme of the Lord’s Prayer, found at Matthew chapter 6:6-18 read with 1 Chronicles 4:9-10. At the time of Jesus’ Sermon, the citadel Jerusalem was on the one hand remembered as a place of infidelity and disobedience; on the other, it was a place of God’s Election and Presence; and standing in the midst of the disciples and crowds, more than the moment and its impact, was Jesus the Lord1 with His Father’s perspective of eternal life, who presented the opportunity of a life-time - an offer to change direction and work one’s life to God-directed activities, to be saved and to know how to pray. The prerequisite to prayer was “..[a]nd when you pray, say this..”. The disciples’ attitude was of import since at AD 26 Jesus criticized the religious rulers for their unbelief and superimposition of added rules to God’s simple laws which the Lord exposed as hypocrisy.  The Lord’s Prayer was a solid foundation that envisaged a warm Spiritual relationship with our Father in heaven. Out of all the prayers prayed by the Patriarchs and Prophets in the Old Testament Jesus gleaned the particular prayer from the considerably brief prayer of a very honourable man called Jabez.2. Our Father in heaven’s reputation was honourable, He had won our highest esteem therefore He deserved our considerations. He was eternal since heaven existed forever without end. His Word was inspired and developed in the believer a healthy trust and complete union of body, mind, spirit and soul with Everlasting Father. As His Children of Light, believers praised His Personality, His moral purity, His sincerity, His refreshing integrity, tender overwhelming love, refreshing truths, powerful sustenance and His daily commitment. It was significant the approach to heavenly Father was with a glad heart and believers’ requested that His name be spread throughout the world as most deserving of allegiance, of high reputation with respect shown, thoroughly proficient, to be reverenced and esteemed, who was well known to do overwhelmingly more than we could ever ask, think or imagine. He was acknowledged as Ruler over heaven and earth and His kingdom shall be done perfectly at Christ’s 2nd Appearance. The daily bread metaphysically represented the Father’s Presence and care for His Children everyday; and forgiveness was entreated by the Lord Jesus under the express direction and warning that it was a two-way street3. Imploring God’s help in temptation significantly distinguished who the believer’s Father was - heavenly Father. At no stage did our heavenly Father sneak-trap a person into the wrong action. If someone has done that to you then they do not have the fullness of Christ dwelling in them and they are not born of the heavenly Father. Scripture alluded to the purifying, strengthening and encouragement that flowed from Father’s Presence into believers’ hearts. The Apostles were at pains to caution the early Church to be alert and watchful of Satan and his agents who were everywhere and born of the Father of lies, who maliciously exposed believers’ weaknesses by tempting4 them. The woman [at around AD 26] under societal disparagement of women touched Jesus’ garment hem for healing and Jesus intentionally, openly welcomed her soul, no matter who stood around them. At around AD 66 to AD 95 the apostles warned members tonot permit false teachers [who rejected Christ] entrance into their homes. The Saviour encouraged us to say “For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever and ever, Amen” This was “Father in heaven” talk, a statement that He will have His kingdom and Christ shall have His bride, the Church5. ANY PERSON who on reflection wishes to give their heart in a prayer to Almighty God, may pray in the name of Jesus Christ for Salvation and as you repent of your sins, you will be “born again”. Please visit a Church that follows Jesus of Nazareth, the Lord, for your Spiritual growth. 





Footnotes


1	”To which angel did He say..[T]oday You are My Son, I am Your Father”. The Source of the Prayer was Christ the Son of God, see [Matt 5:17;  Mk 1:15; Gal 4:4; Heb 1:1-6].


2	Named Jabez due to the pain of birth his mother suffered when he was born. Jabez stood out above the men of his day as a very honourable man who paid tribute to the Lord and who recognized 	God reigned supreme. He turned toGod and frankly asked God to keep him from doing wrong in his life, to place God’s hand over his life and keep him from all evil. Jabez was remembered for his 	prayer rather than for an act and it is pertinent that his prayer was answered and pointed to preparation for the Lord’s Prayer, see [Ge 32:26; 2 Chr 4:9-10; Isa 9:6; Eph 1:3].	 


3	The ways of Everlasting Father are higher than man’s. We are not alone, God is a hearing God and He shares our burdens and steers believers away from revenge. A person forgiven received 	blessed relief and it was required of every believer to “lift off and carry away” his brethren’s and enemies’ sins. The rudimentary stipulation was deliberately peremptive and arose expressly from 	Christ’s work on the Cross. Should a believer not forgive as Christ instructed, John the aging disciple stated then God’s love did not dwell in you. This was very important since the believer was 	guaranteed that if they forgave others “as the Lord has forgiven you”, their prayers would be heard. To not forgive simply drew the sharp retort that neither shall heavenly Father forgive you. The 	Lord Jesus when He commissioned Paul the Apostle, He enunciated Paul was sent “..[t]o open eyes to turn the people from the power of Satan, to God… so they may receive forgiveness” [Mk 11:25-	26; Lk 6:37; 7:41-47; 23:34; Acts 17:29;  26:15-18; 2 Cor 2:10; Col 3:13; 1 Jn 3:17, 22, 24; 4:12].  


4	Odium, gossip and theft did not exclusively embody temptation. Scripture alluded to perishable pursuits such as - re-visited habits and attitudes that actually disfigured humans and affected their line 	of pure thought e.g. cruel gossip and thefts; ingratitude; immoralities; adultery; racial prejudice; selfishness and murder; see [Jn 6:33,35; 1 Pe 1:6]. 


5	Scripture encouraged persistence in the lives of God’s faithful and the list of names such as – Jacob, Jabez, David, Hannah, Deborah, Ruth, Esther, Hezekiah, Ezra, Daniel and Habbakuk was not 	exhaustive. At around AD 26 the Lord’s ongoing intercessory prayers; Christ’s prayer for His disciples; Our dear Saviour’s anguished intercession at Gethsemane under the imperative Call to 	accomplish His Father’s work 	via  suffering in Jerusalem; and relating to the Church - Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians to keep Christ at the center of their lives, are also examples, see [2 Sa 7:18; 2 	Ki 19:15; Ezra 9:6; Ps 110; Da 9:4; Hab 3:1; Mtt 6:9; Mtt 16:21; Lk 12:50; Jn 9:4; 17:1ff; Eph 3:1-21].      	


Your Will Your Way  -  Brian and Katie Orwal, Jesus Culture © 2019


Fighting for me  -  Riley Clemmons © 2019
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Graeme and his wife Vel render further perspective on the Sermon on the Mount (“Sermon”) where we read at Matthew 5:21-7:29. In context, the Old Testament (“OT”) books were conveyed in two principle ways - by mighty works and prophetic words. God’s acts of mercy and judgment towards His Children of Israel would not have carried their proper message had the prophets not served God interpretively. The heavenly intermingling of history and prophecy produced in men a response to God, sometimes obedient and all too often disobedient. Where the OT recorded the responses of man, the New Testament (“NT”) inscribed fulfillment of God’s prophetic words, wholly evident in the mighty works of God’s Son and canonized practical instruction for His new sacerdotal structure, the Church composite. Both OT and NT pointed to Christ, [Mtt 11:29; Jn 6:45]. The OT was preparatory while the NT recorded God’s final words spoken through His only begotten Son with the express purpose that His life and preaching be witnessed by certain people, within a particular era. Referenced by the disciple John, He was “[t]he Word made flesh” that based His Sermons firmly upon the OT. The recordal inscribed 40 verbatim quotations; 60 clear verbal allusions and over 100 other allusions where He used the OT in every aspect of His historical narratives and teaching, that illustrated aspects of ethics and morals and in debate He cited the OT as the final authority. Regarding the nature of His own Person and mission, Christ considered the kingdom of God meant God’s full control, rule and reign as it existed in the OT doctrine that dwelt in Him in the flesh and once heard and truly learned had power to change the soul. Jesus enumerated - making a vow1; the prejudice of hatred2, relational righteousness; societal sins; anthropomorphic light on the semi-independent eye3; the influence of wisdom in settlement matters; retaliation moreover as against one’s enemy; the effects of honesty; the permanence of the marital4 relationship barring the ground of adultery. The Lord pressed for quality of character and made it abundantly clear a lamb of His fold could “cut sin off in the flesh” and deal with it in order to be “perfect just as your heavenly Father was perfect” - where as a point of departure, self-review was the appropriate response in the hope of ongoing maturity. ANY PERSON who wishes to put time aside to confess your sins to the Saviour Jesus, you may also ask Him to grant you entry into God’s Sovereign kingdom. 








Footnotes


1	The illustration had reference to an offering made to God since at the point of undertaking one had entered into the sphere of the vow and should complete its fulfillment. It was an abomination to 	God that one offered a service and through treachery did not perform their vow. Sycophancy Christ condemned and Mark recorded of the Corban vow that ‘stolen’ funds from young working adults 	who were under responsibility to assist their aging parents, was re-directed to a religious pool for leaders to deal with at their discretion. Jesus spoke out against the practice. The veneer covered 	guile at various levels - a hunger for power; a desire to take another’s seat of power; a ruse to receive an award; trickery to no longer serve; disloyalty and defamation. A person who [without being 	incited] pledged allegiance based on “deep ties, friendship and commitment” then out of weakness failed to fulfill, Malachi’s cogent view of the displeasure of God in His judgment was that “the Lord 	would be a swift witness”, see [Nu 30:2; Dt 23:1;Jer 34:8; Mal 1:14; 3:5; Mtt 5:31-37].   


2	‘Raca’ or ‘you’re senseless’ was an expression of contempt that Jesus assessed as a diminished love. The ‘booby trap’ of harboured hatred had to be dealt with in the flesh. Scripture revealed that 	believers who ‘cut off’ the habit of contempt and asked God for His help, He would scoop up into His arms those who showed heartfelt sorrow at the wreck of sin in their lives [Ex 20:13; 9:1; Dt 	5:17; Ac 8:18; Eph 5:3-14; Rev 2:6].       


3	Following the Lord’s line of thought that the eyes were “light-sensitive”, it has long been established the human eye was not extraordinary in comparison to mammals and birds who enjoyed added 	advantages such as - compound sight, motion detectors, thermo advantages, pinpoint focus, UV advantage, aerial excellence or polarization. The human vision was fairly standard and wide-ish in 	that it could not zoom in on an object 3 km away, neither was it multi-directional nor could it fully scan a widened location, which meant that assistance was needed. Believers thus were truly 	dependant on God’s lead and one’s Spiritual eye had to be “trained” to see the light of God’s Word that Jesus preached. He helped believers understand what the purpose was regarding their 	service to God and what steps might be taken that effected changes to the soul. The fruit of the Holy Spirit was the dénouement of blessing and the Lord’s prayer for the disciples and those who 	received God’s Word through Him detailed - strength to follow Him; unity amongst the brethren; protection against Satan; for believers under the Word’s teaching; that the mighty God would show 	them His love just as God loved His own Son; that God would keep them in Jesus’ zeal that they might not become luke-warmly blended into worldly values, see [Ez 24:16; Prov 21:4; Mtt 6:22-23; 	Lk 11:8,9; Jn 17; Ro 2:7; Heb 13:8; 2 Pe  2:14; Rev 19:11].  


4	The Lord Jesus set the superior example by calling the Church “His Bride”, due to the fact she was taken out of Him. His solemn responsibility over her brought her to maturity, see  [Ps 19:5; 51:7; 	Prov 16:15 Isa 61:3,10; 62:5; Mtt 25:5; Ro 8:34; Eph 5:26; Heb 2:12; 10:22; Rev 19:7; 21:2, 9, 17]. 	


		





Worthy of Your Name (radio)   -   Passion (feat. Sean Curran) from the album “Worthy of Your Name” produced by Ed Cash © 2017
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue to provide understanding regarding the Sermon on the Mount (“Sermon”), in our weekly reading at Matthew 5:14-20. Scripture inscribed that when Jesus and His disciples came down the mountain slopes, after the Lord Jesus’ enumeration of the eight progressive faith steps, He expanded His teaching1 to the conveyance, frequent mention of and distribution of the wonders of His works as proof of God’s powerful activity. Previously, John the Baptist had come in the Spirit and power of Elijah, had selflessly and courageously testified of the Messiah in the public call for preparation into the kingdom of God, coming soon. Here the Lord Jesus intentionally connected His public teachings and works with faith to God and He required His followers to openly show their faith that connected to God’s marvellous deeds of justice, kindness and Love. The time of the Lord’s acknowledgement for fulfillment of the law was first recorded at the instance of His first public appearance where He stated “[T]oday Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” [Isa 61:1f] and at commencement of His ministry He concisely stated “..[t]he time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand” all of which had reference to at around 4 B.C. where the longed-for expectations of God’s people for respite from the cruelties of their oppressors, arose. Jesus inaugurated the new era2 concomitant with works, that were not a repetition of God’s previous pattern but were the highlight and best moment of the Lord God’s final and definitive act that ushered in Salvation and judgment. The entire focus of all Christ’s Sermons and Salvation that resided in the Son of Man, Jesus Himself was defined as “God’s further dealings with man” and He rationally taught His disciples that He was the fulfillment, already arrived, which again, was imperative at the period that all the prophets’ predictions corresponded with. Three laws existed at around AD 26 and they were - i) ceremonial law; ii) the civil law, that acted as a guide yet changed with the effluxion of time; iii) the moral law which is continually operative where the Lord encapsulated into two pre-emptory Commandments - a) love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind; b) love your neighbour as yourself. The Moral law revealed the will and nature of God Most High and its principles showed firstly, high regard for worship and love towards Almighty God, and; secondly, love toward one’s fellowman - all of which the Lord faithfully obeyed. The ceremonial law prescribed in Leviticus and Deuteronomy Scripture revealed that at the age of twelve2 Jesus had spent time debating and discussing with the religious leaders and that He had obeyed it to the letter, notwithstanding His final Sacrifice that fulfilled the demands of the old Sacrificial law system.  The Lord poignantly defined appropriate righteousness for entrance3 into the kingdom of heaven.  ANY PERSON who believes in their heart and confesses “Jesus Christ is Lord” has accepted God’s Salvation and has entered the kingdom of heaven by faith. You must visit a Church that follows their Head, Jesus of Nazareth, in order to worship God and grow.   


 


Footnotes


1	Scripture attested to the homophonous words - light and life of God that emanated from Yahweh’s instruction to Moses at around 1445 B.C. to “beam the lamplight forward” - clearly a futuristic view 	that pointed to Jesus Christ the Messiah. Jesus gave the disciples and people confidence to show the world His works of miracles so that all might see. Jesus was Lord of all divine knowledge and 	therapeutics of Scripture and His contemporary medical and public knowledge that pertained to illness, disease, paralysis, haemorrhage and healing, was part of His articulation that the beam of the 	lamp be shown as a “city on a hill”. Firstly, noteworthy was the city’s lights could be seen for miles around if surrounded by darkness. This had merit to the works of God’s active Presence among 	the people. Jesus wanted His works to be “seen” amidst the darkness of Judah, especially His societal attitude of giving to those in need no matter their social standing. The restoration of the 	organically sick in their outlook and the Lord’s use of whatever ordinary means at His disposal [mud and saliva] He deliberately permitted public knowledge of. His authenticity where He overruled 	the ordinary course of nature in miracles, He intentionally illustrated was due to God’s Word and the key element here was that He gave glory to His Father in heaven, with stern instruction the 	healed do likewise in glorifying God. Other spurious spiritist mimicked healings He spurned and warned against “false Christs’ and false prophets” and so did the Apostles. It 	was abundantly clear 	that the Lord supported the governing authorities in their maintenance of order and executive justice and neither did He collude with them. Secondly, a city in the normal course was known for many 	things and in the New Testament, the humble village was germane to the Jewish background of our Lord’s ministry where He further authorised after His ascension, the Church’s locus and type. 	Regarding “the lamp-stand beaming forward” His followers were to be a ray of hope that continually looked forward to Holy Spirit transformation and to eternity - giving glory to God for a life lived and 	for a later life lived in the abode of God, see [Nu 8:1-3; Mtt 20:9; 24:3; 26:52; Mk 13:22; Jn 2:11; Ac 21:39; 1 Cor 1:22; 2 Cor 6:16].


2	Mary had to let go of her child and let Him become a man - God’s Son, the Messiah -  and fearful that she hadn’t been careful enough she frantically searched for Him throughout the caravan on its 	way home yet could not find him. Both Joseph and Mary had to return to the Jerusalem Temple school where they had last seen Him and at the seminary they found Him speaking with the 	greatest rabbis of the land who were deep in discovering truths among themselves and with whom Jesus debated. The young man was eager to listen, He asked probing questions and His depth of 	thought amazed the religious leaders, see [Lk 2:41-52].


3	The Pharisees’ at around AD 26 observed the law carefully as far as appearances were concerned yet their hearts were far from God, plus their motives were misplaced since they wanted the praise 	of men and left undone - justice, mercy and love. Luke explained “they trusted in themselves that they were righteous” and Scripture noted their extortion and self-indulgence. The righteousness 	Jesus looked for had its foundation in an exchange that God had pre-planned where He would exchange for Jesus’ own righteousness, the horrible sins of men. God would take the sinless Christ 	and pour into Him believers’ sins and in exchange pour out Christ’s righteousness into believers. The most astonishing act was accomplished on the Cross and would be never be enacted again yet 	its soteriological significance remained in the hearts of believers in perpetuity who show gratitude and praise to God, see [Mtt 23:25-28; Lk 18:9; 2 Cor 5:14,21; Col 1:20ff].	 		 
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